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Joint Declaration
[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]Central American and European Union Advisory Groups established under the Trade and Sustainable Development Title of the Association Agreement between the European Union and Central America




1. Foreword 

1.1 We note that the recommendations put forward in the joint declaration made by the DAGs of the EU and of the six Central American countries in 2020 and presented again in 2021 have not been taken into account, nor have they been followed up by the Trade and Sustainable Development Board. There has been no response to the recommendations and they have not been taken into account in practice. The issues raised in this document are all the more urgent today, considering the global crisis –⁠ accentuated by the pandemic and its impact on the health of the population –⁠, the economic impact on people's living conditions, and the rising prices of raw materials and fuels resulting from the military conflict in Europe.

1.2 In addition to this international situation, which is having a negative impact on trade and sustainable development, as well as on the protection of human rights and the fight against poverty, it is important to note the lack of effective mechanisms and practices for social dialogue within the EU-Central America Agreement.

1.3 The task of strengthening social dialogue through workers' organisations, trade unions, employers' organisations and NGOs has been pending since the EU-Central America Agreement entered into force.


2. Comments on the human rights and labour situation evaluation process

2.1 The format of the evaluation was very limited in terms of full and real participation. From the workers’ representation in the Central American DAGs, we would point out that the process did not allow for a real exchange of views or expression of opinions on the EU-Central America Association Agreement. We noticed that in the preliminary report on the evaluation of the Association Agreement there is incomplete information regarding labour and human rights in Central American countries.

2.2 As observed, the evaluation report reflects a biased analysis, since the sources of information or verification (provable data) that were consulted and that would support the facts and findings are not cited. This data refers to violations - including in the area of labour - child labour, human rights, rights of indigenous peoples, property rights and freedom of association, among other things, which the report indicates have been carried out by some sections of the business sector, but there are no credible technical and legal grounds for this information.

2.3 It is important to note that, while it is true that the study in question mentions that the evaluation document is not an official document and does not represent the opinion of the European Commission, the information it provides could in future cause confusion and lead to the wrong decisions being taken, because of the poor analysis, depth and knowledge of the sectors involved and the lack of documentary data (studies, analyses, reports, etc.).


3. Civic space

3.1 Considering that Article 1 of the Association Agreement between the EU and Central America stresses that democratic principles, fundamental human rights and the rule of law are key aspects of that agreement, and that respecting the freedom of action and the autonomy of civil society are essential prerequisites for promoting a form of trade that is conducive to sustainable development, we call on the Trade and Sustainable Development Board to convey to the Association Committee its deep concerns about some of the measures imposed in certain Central American and European countries. These measures limit the legitimate actions of labour organisations, trade unions and NGOs, in particular those working for trade and investment policies that respect and promote sustainable development.

3.2 We also call on the Parties to the agreement to broaden civic space and the organisational capacity of trade unions, of workers, of employers and of civil society in general, and to take appropriate measures to ensure respect for human rights and the rule of law in all signatory countries.

4. Formal establishment and functioning of DAGs

4.1 Now that the agreement has been in force for nine years, we believe that mechanisms for direct dialogue between the Trade and Sustainable Development Board and the Parties' Advisory Groups must be formally established. There is literally no exchange or dialogue between governments and Advisory Groups. The foundations of the agreement – promoting democracy and sustainable development in the signatory countries – are at stake.

4.2 There are serious weaknesses in the formal establishment of the Central American DAGs, posing a major obstacle to full compliance with the guiding principles of the EU-Central America Agreement.

4.3 In order to achieve compliance, we recommend the following:

· promoting a direct link between the Central American Advisory Groups and the institutional structure of the regional integration process;

· using representativeness and independence criteria when appointing members of the Advisory Groups in each country;

· it is essential for the Central American Advisory Groups to benefit from operational, logistical and financial conditions that enable them to effectively carry out the role laid down in the Association Agreement. They urgently need a regional technical secretariat similar to the EU Advisory Group's secretariat. We refer to the non-paper drawn up by all the Advisory Groups and submitted to the European Commission in 2021, with specific proposals on strengthening and improving the functioning of DAGs:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Non-paper of the EU DAGs | European Economic and Social Committee (europa.eu).

5. Recommendations for strengthening the role of civil society and democracy

5.1 As we have already stressed in previous declarations, strengthening the participation of all societies in the countries of both regions is a basic condition that the Association Agreement must foster to ensure compliance with the principles of the agreement.

5.2 We therefore propose:
· to promote and drive forward, in dialogue with the various stakeholders, national plans and public policies that put into practice the UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights and ensure implementation of the fundamental conventions of the ILO;

· promoting trade in goods and services conducive to sustainable development by supporting fair trade initiatives and fostering cooperation between customs administrations, and between business organisations and regulatory authorities in Central America and the EU, in order to address technical barriers to such trade;

· promoting seminars or activities dedicated to decent work, both in Central American and EU countries.

· promoting the fight against climate change and the environmental preservation of the planet, working on the need to ensure access to water for all, avoiding land take through deforestation and promoting a sustainable agriculture model and support for farmers and livestock farmers living in rural areas.

6. Conclusions

We hope to receive a response regarding the points set out above and are hopeful about the possibility of initiating a real dialogue between the Parties and the Trade and Sustainable Development Board at the annual EU-Central America Association Agreement meeting in 2022.
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