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Some inspiration first!

2nd year anniversary of the SDGs 

September 25th 2015 countries adopted Agenda 2030 to end 
poverty, protect the planet, and ensure prosperity for all

An active agenda 
‒ Hundreds of events worldwide #Act4SDGs

22-25 September Global displays of citizen action planned, 
including: community marches, town halls meetings and online actions

‒ Non-State Actor pledges since 2015

‒ SDGs country strategies
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Why?

Key questions: 

• Is Europe in « a safe and just space » 
and making its fair contribution to 
keeping humanity in a safe and just
space?

• Is Europe on a path to be in such a 
space by 2030?

Source: Kate Raworth. Doughnut Economics. 2017
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Indicator soup?

• Different approaches

• United Nations (244 indicators)

• World Bank (Atlas derived from selected indicators 
of WDI data)

• OECD (over 130 indicators)

• Eurostat (100 indicators, with only 51 from the UN 
list)

• Member States (contrasted approach: 192 
indicators for the Czech Republic; close to a 100 for 
France)

• Independent sources (UNSDSN)

• Issue of data gaps: data only available worldwide for 
1/3 of UN indicators

• Mismatch between indicators, the target and the 
goal: Example of SDG 17

Eurostat indicators

Official development assistance as share of gross national income 

every year OECD (DAC)

EU financing for developing countries every year OECD (DAC)

EU Imports from developing countries every year Eurostat

General government gross debt every year Eurostat

Shares of environmental and labour taxes in total tax revenues 

Example of Goal 17. Strengthen the means of implementation and 

revitalize the Global Partnership for Sustainable Development 

UN Targets and indicators cover trade rules (incl. tariffs), finance 

(not only ODI-remittances), technology transfer, multi-stakeholder 

partnerships, policy space for developing countries, capacity 

building for data
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Indivisibility

How to account for synergies and trade offs:

• At the core of the SDGs agenda (in contrast 
with MDGs)

• How to reconcile different dimensions?

• Example of soils

• Eurostat choice of cross cutting indicators



The Example of Soils

15.3 - By 2030, combat desertification, restore degraded land and soil, including land affected by 

desertification, drought and floods, and strive to achieve a land degradation-neutral world

6.3 - By 2030, improve water quality by reducing pollution, eliminating dumping and minimizing 

release of hazardous chemicals and materials, halving the proportion of untreated wastewater and 

substantially increasing recycling and safe reuse globally 

13.1 - Strengthen resilience and adaptive capacity to climate-related hazards and natural disasters 

in all Countries

13.2 - Integrate climate change measures into national policies, strategies and planning

3.9 - By 2030, substantially reduce the number of deaths and illnesses from 

hazardous chemicals, along with air, water and soil pollution and contamination
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Universality 

Three dimensions :

1. Domestic targets (“we are all developing”)

2. Do-no-harm to minimize external negative effects on others

• Spill overs (weapon’s exports for instance, consumption footprint 
issues, currency manipulation, protectionism)

3. International responsibility 

• Support others in achieving their goals in line with “Common But 
Differentiated Responsibilities and Capacities”

• Fair share of efforts
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Accounting for interdependency:
The example of meat and dairy consumption
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Fair shares

Contribution to resettlement of Syrian 
refugees according to economic 
capacity: 

• European countries ranging from 
Poland (0%) to Germany (188%) 
and Norway 144% (Oxfam, 2016)
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Source: Climate Equity Reference Project, “Fair Shares: A Civil Society Equity Review of INDCS”, (November 2015).
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Scope

• Local vs. national vs. regional vs. global 
(sometimes transboundary)

• Private sector responsibilities and pledges 
(scope 3 emissions for instance)
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Assessing progress

• The issue of missing targets and/or 
inadequate targets

• OECD’s approach: setting end-values for 
the targets to be achieved by 2030

• Eurostat: is the indicator moving in the 
right direction?

• UN SDSN approach: Comparison with top 
performers among OECD

• Self-assessment: EC’s approach in staff 
working document

• Means of implementation: assessing SDG 
strategies: example of criteria

• Ambition 

• Scope 

• Actionable

• Integration

• Political  commitment 

• Monitoring 

• Public  transparency 

• Process  transparency 

• Analytical basis 

• Review

• Making sense of outcomes
• The challenge of composite indexes



www.ieep.eu @IEEP_eu

Pathways

• Integrating UNFCCC mid-century net zero
emissions and other relevant 2050 trends

• Assessing real potential for change (speed and
scale)

• Technological tipping points and latest science
(review and ratchet, such as in the Montreal
Protocol)

• Feedback loop to policy-cycle at relevant time
(WFD review in 2018, European semester)
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The case of European agriculture

2020 2030 2050

Low carbon 

and resilient EU 

agriculture in 

line with 1.5 

degrees, fair 

shares and 

other planetary 

boundaries, 

contributing to 

health, food 

security, 

reduced 

poverty and 

inequality

What 2030 

objectives in 

line with SDGs 

and mid-

century 

strategy?

What costs 

and what 

burden 

sharing?
How much 

reduction in 

GHG and 

increased 

sequestration?

What level of 

activity and 

employment?

What 

consumption 

level and mix? 

What mix of 

production 

models?CAP (2021-

2027)

MFF (2021-

2028)

Europe 

2030 

Strategy

Submission 

to UNFCCC

What tipping points 

along the way? 

Change in demand? 

Market and trade 

driven? 

Disasters/ecological 

collapse? 

Technology? 

Demographical 

transition?
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European Timelines

2017

December EU council, EU reform

Eurostat SDG monitoring report 
November

SDG reflection and multi-stakeholder 
platform  starts?

CAP reform proposals?

MFF proposals?

2018

Review of WFD

Discussion of 8th

EAP?

70th Anniversary of 
the Hague Summit

Post-2020 strategy?

Gap Analysis mid-
2018?

SDG 
Implementation 
Strategy mid-2018

2019

EIR?

Council post 
Brexit

European 
Elections

First EU report 
to HLPF

Presidencies
Estonia

July-December 2017

Bulgaria

January-June 2018

Austria

July-December 2018

Romania

January-June 2019

Non State Actor processes (business, cities, NGOs)

Reviews, legislative 

and council agenda



Timelines

2017

• Eradicating poverty 
and promoting 
prosperity in a 
changing world

• Goals: 1, 2, 3, 5, 9, 14

• Lux, Belgium, Sweden, 
Denmark, 
Netherlands, Portugal

2018

• Transformation 
towards sustainable 
and resilient 
societies

• Goals: 6, 7, 11, 12, 
15

• Greece, Ireland, 
Iceland

2019

• Linked with General 
Assembly/HoS

• Empowering people 
and ensuring 
inclusiveness and 
equality

• Goals: 4, 8, 10, 13, 
16 

• VNR: TBC

COP23

November 6-17

High level facilitative dialogue

December 3-14
IPCC 1.5 degree report?

G20: 7-8 July Germany

G7: 26-27 May Italy

G7: Canada

G20: Argentina

G:20 India

G7: France

G20 & G7 

Summits

UNFCCC

UN
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For whom?

• Supply or demand driven measurements?

• Political economy of measuring progress

• Who are the authors and clients? UN, EU institutions, MS, non-state 
actors, citizens?

“The greatest good for the greatest amount of people is the measure of right and wrong.”

Jeremy Bentham

“It is impossible to escape the impression that people commonly use false standards of 
measurement — that they seek power, success and wealth for themselves.” 

Sigmund Freud
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What for?

• Meaningful corrective action 

• Supporting accountability

• This assumes:
• Credible SDG strategy/and or mainstreaming

• Adequate institutional framework and buy-in

• Actionability and enforceability of commitments

• CSO interest and space

• Transparency 

• Capacity of key actors

• Awareness raising of citizens
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Thank you for your attention !

ccharveriat@ieep.eu


