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Context

• In March 2020, the Commission put forward the proposal for the first EU Climate law. It aims to
write into law the goals set out in the European Green Deal.

• In the 2030 Climate Target Plan, the Commission proposed to cut EU GHG emissions by at least
55 % in 2030 and to become climate neutral in 2050.

• The targets were endorsed by the European Council in December 2020.

• Parliament and Council provisionally agreed on these targets in April 2021.

• On 14 July 2021, the Commission proposed the Fit for 55 Package to implement the European
Green Deal targets.
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FuelEU Maritime as part of Fit for 55

• Complementary with ETS: ETS promotes
energy savings while FuelEU addresses fuel
technology.

• Complementary with RED and AFIR:
FuelEU addresses fuel demand, RED fuel
supply and AFIR fuel distribution

• Complementarity with ETD: taxation levels
for renewable and low-carbon fuels and for
electricity at berth are consistent with
FuelEU goals.
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FuelEU Maritime

Demand for marine 
renewable and low-carbon 
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• Focus on fuel and on demand – promotion of uptake of
renewable and low-carbon fuels for maritime transport
– complement to Energy Efficiency

• Technology-neutral approach: maritime operators will
need to use an increasing proportion of zero and low
carbon sustainable fuels, without obligation to use a
specific technology

• Establishes limits on the  (yearly average) GHG intensity 
of the energy used on-board (CO2eq/MJ)

• Scope: ships above 5000 GT, intra-EU traffic + 50% 
international, EU ports (same as for ETS)

• Additional requirement for Zero-Emission at berth (OPS 
and alternative zero-emission technologies) -
compulsory as of 2030 for container and passenger 
vessels (some exemptions up to 2035)

• Inclusion of CO2, methane and nitrous oxide on a full 
Well-to-Wake calculation: allows fair comparison of 
fuels

• Flexibility mechanism via banking and borrowing: 
surpluses and (small) deficits can be carried over to 
the next year

• Voluntary and open pooling mechanism to reward/ 
incentivise overachievers and encourage the rapid 
deployment of the most advanced options

• Non-compliance – deterrent financial penalty

• Monitoring and Reporting is based on MRV approach, 
with some additional data (e.g. calculation of 
Compliance Balance)

2025 2030 2035 2040 2045 2050

-2% -6% -13% -26% -59% -75%

𝑮𝑯𝑮𝒆 𝑔𝐶𝑂2𝑒𝑞 = 𝑾𝒕𝑻 (𝑓𝑢𝑒𝑙, 𝑒𝑙𝑒𝑐𝑡𝑟𝑖𝑐𝑖𝑡𝑦 + 𝑻𝒕𝑾(combustion, slip))

FuelEU Maritime
FuelEU Maritime – Proposed Approach



Technology Neutral Approach
Why we need it?



• Regulation instead of Directive

• Changes in the scope and definition

• Mandatory infrastructure deployment targets for road, maritime and 
aviation

• Improving the quality of / user experience at electric recharging and 
hydrogen refuelling infrastructure 

• Technical specifications to improve interoperability

• Reporting mechanisms to ensure that targets are met

AFIR: Overview of the 
structure of the regulation



• On Shore Power Supply (OPS) maritime ports (Art 9)
• TEN-T core and comprehensive ports with certain number of port calls to provide OPS for passenger, 

and container vessels to meet demand for OPS (in line with FuelEU maritime)

• OPS inland waterway ports (Art 10)

• 1 installation per inland waterway port at TEN-T core and comprehensive port

• LNG maritime ports (Art 11)

• Existing provisions remain

Mandatory targets waterborne



• By 1 January 2026 the Commission shall assess the NPFs and submit a 
report on this assessment to the European Parliament and the Council

• The Commission shall assess the national progress reports (Art 14(1)) 
and where appropriate issue recommendations to Member States that 
will update their progress reports within 6 months after having received 
those recommendations 

• By 1 January 2028 the Commission shall assess the national progress 
reports and submit a report on this assessment to the European 
Parliament and the Council

• The Commission will publish and regularly update information on the 
national targets and objectives for all relevant infrastructure for all 
modes

Art 15, Review of national policy frameworks and 
progress reports



• Physical standards
• Mandate to ESOs and subsequent adoption through delegated acts

• Road (e.g. ultra-fast recharging for trucks, supplementary standards for hydrogen)

• Waterborne (e.g. battery recharging points. hydrogen, methanol and ammonia refuelling points) 

• Aviation (e.g. hydrogen refuelling)

• Communication standards (e-mobility)
• Mandate to ESOs and subsequent adoption through delegated acts

• Communication between vehicle and the recharging point

• Communication between recharging point and CPO back-end

• Communication between recharging point and roaming platforms 

• Communication between recharging points and the grid 

Technical specifications (Art 19 and annex II) 



Next steps

• Proposals have been formally sent to Council and Parliament in September 2021, 
Council has agreed on general approaches and proposals are now being discussed
by the Parliament

• Link to proposal and accompanying documents: 
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_3541

• FuelEU state of play: 
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference
=2021/0210(COD)&l=en
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Other initiatives

Distortive Foreign Subsidies Regulation [COM(2021) 223 final]

• Regulation (EU) 2016/1035 on protection against injurious pricing of vessels would allow 
the EU to act against the sale of vessels that are sold at less than normal value 

• Regulation (EU) 2016/1035 formally entered into force, but does not apply before the 
(unlikely) entry into force of the OECD Shipbuilding Agreement

• The new Distortive Foreign Subsidies Regulation is proposed to take precedence over 
Regulation (EU) 2016/1035 until that Regulation becomes applicable [Art. 40(4)]. 

• Where, after that date, a foreign subsidy falls within the scope of application of both 
Regulation (EU) 2016/1035 and this Regulation, Regulation (EU) 2016/1035 takes 
precedence. However, the provisions applicable to public procurement and 
concentrations of this Regulation take precedence over Regulation (EU) 2016/1035.
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Other initiatives
Distortive Foreign Subsidies Regulation [COM(2021) 223 final]

• Commission powers to investigate subsidies granted by non-EU public authorities to 
companies operating on the internal market. 

• If these are found to be distortive, the Commission will be able to apply redressive
measures. 

• Also includes two notification-based tools, enabling the Commission to investigate:
• foreign subsidies in companies' mergers and acquisitions;
• bids in large public procurement procedures, involving third-country government 

support.

• Provisionally agreed text: 
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/plmrep/COMMITTEES/INTA/DV/2022/07-13/1260231_EN.pdf

• Expected application by mid-2023.
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Other initiatives

• Taxonomy

➢Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) 2021/2139 (sustainable activities for 
climate change adaptation and mitigation objectives) => review of maritime 
transport technical screening criteria for post-2025

➢Planned Delegated Act on Environmental Protection – discussions ongoing in 
Platform on Sustainable Finance (PSF-ST8) – cruiseships currently excluded 
from the DA, differentiated from other passenger ships, despite expert 
technical advise and specific relevant criteria put for discussion/debate. 
Discussions to resume in early September.
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