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Bios of the speakers: 

 

 

Séamus Boland has been the President of the EESC's Diversity Europe Group 

since October 2020 and an EESC Member since 2011. He has held different 

roles at the Committee, including the Vice-Presidency of the Diversity Europe 

Group (2018-2020). His policy and political interests include the eradication 

of poverty, social exclusion and inequality. Mr Boland currently sits on the 

SOC and ECO Sections of the Committee as well as on the CCMI. In addition 

to the Group presidency, he holds several other roles outside the EESC. He 

has been CEO of Irish Rural Link since 2001, a Board Member of Inland 

Fisheries Ireland since 2018 and Chair of Peatlands Council since 2012. Mr 

Boland is a farmer and has worked in civil society for over 40 years, including 

with young people, ethnic minorities, people with disabilities and people 

living in rural isolation. He is a trained Speech and Drama Educator. 

 

 

Jože Podgoršek has been the Slovenian Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and 

Food since 2020. He has a doctoral degree in agricultural economics. While 

working at the company Zeleni hit d.o.o. from 1997 to 2004, he developed, 

together with his colleagues, the production of vegetables and introduced new 

technological solutions to Slovenian vegetable growing farms. He was 

appointed State Secretary at the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Food in 

2018. He has previously worked in the Food Supply Chain Relationships 

Ombudsman and the Grm Novo Mesto-Centre for Biotechnics and Toursim. 

He helped to establish the Grm Research and Development Institute, where he 

served as head of the Institute until 2018. He is well acquainted with the 

economic sector, namely vegetable production and cultivation, as well as 

agriculture education programmes.  

 

https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/sections-other-bodies/sections-commission/section-employment-social-affairs-and-citizenship-soc
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/sections-other-bodies/sections-commission/economic-and-monetary-union-and-economic-and-social-cohesion-eco
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/sections-other-bodies/sections-commission/consultative-commission-industrial-change-ccmi
https://www.irishrurallink.ie/
https://www.fisheriesireland.ie/
https://www.fisheriesireland.ie/
https://www.npws.ie/peatlands-and-turf-cutting/peatlands-council
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Franc Bogovič MEP graduated from the Agronomy College in 

1984 and became an Agricultural Engineer. His professional 

career constitutes of several different positions, such as 

agricultural expert, agricultural trade entrepreneur, Mayor of 

Krško Municipality, member of Slovenian National Assembly and 

Minister of Agriculture and Environment in the Government of the 

Republic of Slovenia. Bogovič is currently serving his second term 

as a Member of the European Parliament, where he is mostly 

engaged in topics related to agriculture, rural and regional 

development, cohesion policy, as well as energy. He is also a Vice-

Chair of the Delegation to the EU-Serbia Stabilisation and Association Parliamentary Committee and a 

Substitute-Member of the Delegation for relations with the People's Republic of China. Bogovič is also 

leading the Smart Villages initiative in the European Parliament and in Slovenia. 

 

 

Annukka Ojala joined the European Commission in 2006 and 

since December 2019 has been the Deputy Head of Cabinet of Ms. 

Kyriakides, the European Commissioner for Health and Food 

Safety. In addition to being in charge of inter-institutional, 

international and legislative coordination in the Cabinet, Annukka 

focuses on COVID-19 related issues, the Green Deal and the Farm 

to Fork Strategy, as well as antimicrobial resistance. Prior to this, 

she was the Head of Unit for Strategy and Coordination and Deputy 

Head of Unit for inter-institutional relations, planning and impact 

assessment in the Directorate-General for Health and Food Safety. 
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Aleš Kuhar PhD(M) is an associate professor at the University of 

Ljubljana. After graduating from university as an engineer in 

applied life sciences. He did his scientific masters and PhD in the 

field of macroeconomics modelling, econometrics and food 

economics. He teaches and researches in the field of agri-food 

systems, economics and competitiveness, food consumer behavior, 

agri-food marketing, entrepreneurship and start-up ecosystems, and 

new food product development management. He has led and 

collaborate on numerous interdisciplinary studies on the above 

topics, including in-depth analyses of policy systems supporting agri-food development. He has 

participated in several working groups preparing national development programmes for the agri-food 

sector, particularly for industrial and innovation policies in food processing and agriculture. He 

maintains intensive relations with various national and international professional institutions in the field 

of food industry with numerous leading food companies. He is an active promoter of agri-food 

entrepreneurship and has a successful track record as a mentor, both for student teams participating in 

national or international competitions and for agri-food startups. 

 

 

 

 

Andreas Thurner holds a diploma of agriculture and works for 

the Austrian Chamber of Agriculture, representing farmers' 

interests at both an EU and international level. As a Member of 

the EESC, he currently serves as the President of the Thematic 

Group on Sustainable Food Systems. 
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Roman Žveglič was born on April 3, 1964 in Brežice. He comes from a 25-

hectare hill farm in the village of Stržišče above Sevnica, where he is engaged 

in cattle breeding. He is a mechanical locksmith, living and working on the 

farm all his life. He is one of the founding members of the Slovenian Farmers' 

Association and the Association of Slovenian Peasant Youth. From 2006 to 

2014, he was the President of the Slovenian Farmers' Union, and is now Vice-

President. Until 2013, he was a member of the Slovenian People's Party and 

sat on their Executive Board and Expert and Operational Committee for 

Agriculture. He has served in the National Assembly of the Republic of 

Slovenia. He is now the President of the Chamber of Agriculture and Forestry 

of Slovenia and has been closely involved in Slovenian agricultural policy 

since the mid-1980s. 

 

 

 

Anja Mager is President of the Association of Slovenian Rural 

Youth, the only national NGO that actively deals with young 

people from rural areas and those who feel a sense of belonging to 

the countryside. They actively draw attention to irregularities in the 

food supply chain as well as other relevant topics related to 

agriculture. They are the voice of young farmers from the field and 

they strive to co-shape and develop a future in farming. She is a 

young farmer and agronomist and is completing a master's degree 

in the Economics of Natural Resources in Vienna. Since 2019, she 

has been working as an external associate at the Institute for Control and Certification at the University 

of Maribor in the field of organic farming. In 2020 and 2021, she worked as a controller for the Global 

GAP standard.  

She is driven and inspired by rural development, development and cooperation and connecting young 

people and sustainable agriculture-local, quality, safe and healthy food from Slovenian farmers. 
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Giulia Tarsitano is the Food Policy & EU Project Manager at Euro 

Coop, the European Association of Consumer Co-operatives, where 

she focuses on the role of consumer co-operatives for the promotion of 

sustainable food systems. In her role, she pays particular attention to 

healthy diets, animal welfare, and fair and transparent supply chains. 

Giulia holds a LLM in Global Environment and Climate Change Law 

from Edinburgh University. Previously, she studied Political Science 

and International Relations in Rome. 

 

 

Since 2010, Angela Frigo has been working in the EU field dealing 

with food, agriculture, and social affairs. Angela Frigo currently works 

as Secretary General at the European Food Banks Federation (FEBA), 

a European non-profit organisation which works in collaboration with 

24 Full Members and 4 Associate Members bringing together over 300 

Food Banks in 29 European countries. Angela Frigo’s duties include 

managing the organisation, promoting the core mission and the values 

of FEBA, providing a central point of contact for all stakeholders 

interested in FEBA, and supporting the development of opportunities 

for collaboration with international and European institutions and 

stakeholders. She represents FEBA at meetings of the FEAD (Fund for 

European Aid to the Most Deprived) Community, the EU Platform on 

Food Losses and Food Waste, and the Expert Group Contingency Plan for ensuring food supply and 

food security in the European Commission. She previously worked as an EU and International Liaison 

Officer at Fondazione Banco Alimentare Onlus. 
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Arnaud Schwartz is president of France Nature Environnement, the largest 

French environmental umbrella organization, which gathers together about 

6000 associations. He is also a farmer and used to work in the cross-border 

cooperation between France, Germany and Switzerland, as well as in the 

field of culture and education. His studies have to do mostly with nature-

based engineering, environmental science, and land planning. 
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Moderators: 

 

Branko Ravnik graduated from the Agronomy College and became an 

Agricultural Engineer. His professional career constitutes several different 

positions in the agricultural advisory service and cooperatives. He has served 

in different positions in agricultural institutions. Currently, he is the acting 

director at the Directorate for Agriculture at the Ministry of Agriculture, 

Forestry and Food. He has been a Member of the EESC since 2015.  

 

 

 

 

Neža Repanšek was born in Ljubljana, Slovenia. Neža is an experienced 

youth worker, that grew into her role from scouting, volunteering in local 

youth groups and facilitating advocacy activities. Since 2020, she has been 

a member of the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) 

representing the National Youth Council of Slovenia (MSS). She has been 

a vice president of National Youth Council of Slovenia for 6 years, working 

on topics of non-formal education, youth work and international 

cooperation. Neža is specialized in the field of youth work, non-formal 

education, youth autonomy and employment. She has been active in youth 

rights advocacy since 2014 when she was actively involved in EZA – 

European Center for Workers Questions, where she coordinated a Platform 

for Young Workers (PYW EZA). The platform focused on the promotion of 

social dialogue and the discussion concerning social challenges on the 

European level and the promotion of the social and economic development of society as well as of the 

integration of young workers to the ever-changing labour market. Neža has a degree in International 

relations studies from the Faculty of Social Sciences of Ljubljana and vast scope of work experiences, 

both formal and non-formal. 


