
 

 

 

Biographies of the speakers: 
 

 

Séamus Boland has been the President of the EESC's Diversity Europe Group since 
October 2020 and an EESC Member since 2011. He has held different roles at the 
Committee, including the Vice-Presidency of the Diversity Europe Group (2018-2020). 
His policy and political interests include the eradication of poverty, social exclusion and 
inequality. Mr Boland currently sits on the SOC and ECO Sections of the Committee as 
well as on the CCMI. In addition to the Group presidency, he holds several other roles 
outside the EESC. He has been CEO of Irish Rural Link since 2001, a Board Member of 
Inland Fisheries Ireland since 2018 and Chair of Peatlands Council since 2012. Mr Boland 
is a farmer and has worked in civil society for over 40 years, including with young 
people, ethnic minorities, people with disabilities and people living in rural isolation. He 
is a trained Speech and Drama Educator. 
 

 

Serge Orru, President of the Académie du Climat [Climate Academy]'s Advisory Council, 
is an environmentalist who is passionate about solutions that seek to combat climate 
disaster and the mass erosion of biodiversity. Having worked as a senior manager in 
tourism (1985-1993), a leader of an association (1992-2013), director general of WWF 
France (2006-2013), an elected municipal officer (1995-2002), and advisor to the Mayor 
of Paris (2014-2020), Mr Orru's multidisciplinary experience enables him to influence 
these different spheres on climate-related issues. 



 

 

 

Thierry Libaert is the contact point coordinator of the French delegation to the 
European Economic and Social Committee, and co-chairs the Consumers and 
Environment Category. He was the rapporteur for the opinion on planned 
obsolescence, the first European text on the subject, and more recently for the opinion 
on the role of advertising in the green transition. He is a university lecturer, a research 
associate at the Earth & Life Institute – one of Europe's most important earth science 
research centres, Chair of the Academy of Controversy and Sensitive Communication, 
and Director of the Institute for Desirable Futures. His latest work, "Des vents porteurs" 
[Winds of Change], was awarded the 2021 Environment Book Prize. 

 

Emmanuelle Wargon began her career in 1997 at the Cour des comptes before joining, 
in 2001, the office of Bernard Kouchner, then Minister of Health, as a technical advisor. 
One year later, she became Deputy Director General of the French Agency for Health 
Products Safety (Afssaps). 
 
In 2006, she was appointed deputy director in charge of coordination and internal 
control at the Assistance Publique-Hôpitaux de Paris (AP-HP), before becoming in 2007 
chief of staff of Martin Hirsch, High Commissioner for Active Solidarity against Poverty. 
It was in this capacity that she oversaw the implementation of the active solidarity 
income (RSA) in 2008 and the Grenelle de l'Insertion. 
 
In 2010, Emmanuelle Wargon was appointed Secretary General of the Ministries in 
charge of social affairs (health, labor, sport), and then became General Delegate for 
Employment and Vocational Training (DGEFP) from 2012 to 2015, where she was in 
charge of the Youth Guarantee (a program for integrating young people who have 
dropped out of school), the reform of vocational training, and the reform of redundancy 
plans. 
 
She joined the Danone group in 2015 as General Manager in charge of Corporate Social 
Responsibility (CSR), public affairs and communication. She coordinated Danone's 
commitments to health, environment and inclusion and was involved in climate 
strategy and agricultural transition issues. In this way, she supported the company in 
transforming its relationship with society and the environment. 
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On 16 October 2018, she was appointed Minister of State to the Minister of Ecological 
Transition and Solidarity in the government of Prime Minister Edouard Philippe before 
becoming, since July 2020, Minister Delegate for Housing, attached to the Minister for 
the Ecological Transition in the government or Prime Minister Jean Castex. 
Emmanuelle Wargon was born in 1971 and is a graduate of HEC, Sciences Po Paris and 
the ENA. 

 

Arnaud Schwartz is president of France Nature Environnement, the largest French 
environmental umbrella organization, which gathers together about 6000 associations. 
He is also a farmer and used to work in the cross-border cooperation between France, 
Germany and Switzerland, as well as in the field of culture and education. His studies 
have to do mostly with nature-based engineering, environmental science, and land 
planning 

 

Corinne Le Quéré chairs France's High Council on climate (Haut conseil pour le climat) 
and is a member of the UK Climate Change Committee. She is a Royal Society Research 
Professor of Climate Change Science at the University of East Anglia and former Director 
of the Tyndall Centre for Climate Change Research. She was author of several 
Assessment reports of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC). Corinne 
Le Quéré conducts research on the interactions between climate change and the carbon 
cycle, including the drivers of human emissions. She is a Fellow of the Royal Society 
since 2016.    



 

 

 

Jean-Louis Bergey started his career for local authorities in the Gers for the 
management of household waste. In 1989, he has joined the ADEME headquarters, the 
French Environmental Agency. He worked in waste management, then in relations with 
companies. He was Regional Director for Aquitaine for 7 years then he also worked at 
the Regional Council of Pays de la Loire and since July 2021, he is head of the forward-
looking exercise energy resources of ADEME Transition(s) 2050. 

 

Thierry Philipponnat serves as Chief Economist at Finance Watch. After graduating 
from Institut d’Etudes Politiques de Paris and training as an economist (Master’s degree 
in economics), Thierry Philipponnat started a career in finance in 1985, holding different 
positions in commercial and investment banking, working successively for BFCE, 
O’Connor & Associates, Exane, UBS Ltd and BNP Paribas. In 2004 he was appointed 
global head of equity derivatives of Euronext.liffe and a member of the executive 
committees of Euronext in Paris and LIFFE in London. 
 
After leaving the finance industry, Thierry crossed into the NGO world, campaigning and 
lobbying on behalf of Amnesty International, with a particular emphasis on corporate 
social responsibility and on the impact of the financial sector on human rights. He was 
later elected as an Executive Board member of Amnesty International France. In 2011, 
he co-founded the European NGO Finance Watch in Brussels, which he managed as its 
first Secretary General until 2014. Subsequently, he became Chairman of the French 
Sustainable Investment Forum (FIR), a Board member of the European Sustainable 
Investment Forum (EUROSIF) and Director of the economic think tank Institut Friedland. 
Thierry Philipponnat is a member of the Board of the French Financial Markets 
Authority (AMF) and a member of the Sanctions Committee of the French Banks and 
Insurance Companies Supervisor (ACPR). He chairs the AMF’s Climate and Sustainable 
Finance Commission as well as its Market consultative Commission. He is a member of 
ACPR’s Climate and Sustainable Finance Commission and of its Scientific Committee. He 
is also a member of the European Commission’s Platform on sustainable finance. 
 
Thierry is the author of several books and numerous articles on finance, financial 
regulation, sustainable finance, socially responsible investment and corporate social 
responsibility. In October 2019, Finance Watch appointed Thierry Philipponnat as its 
Head of Research and Advocacy. In January 2022, he was appointed Chief Economist. 



 

 

 

A former graduate in Maths (Ecole Normale Supérieure) and Political Sciences (Institut 
d’Etudes Politiques de Paris), Claire Tutenuit is an Ingénieur au Corps des Mines. 
As such she started her career in the Ministry of Industry in 1982. She joined business 
in 1987, first in the sector of environment (Compagnie Générale des Eaux, now Veolia) 
and later in the aerospace sector (Matra, now Airbus), where she spent 10 years with 
business development and strategy responsibilities. Since 2001 she has been an 
independent consultant in strategy, organisation and environment in these same 
sectors. 
 
She has been the Déléguée Générale of Entreprises pour l’Environnement (EpE) since 
the end of 2005. The French partner of the World Business Council for Sustainable 
Development (WBCSD), EpE is a think tank of more than 60 companies that share the 
vision of environment as a source of progress and opportunities, and work together to 
better take it into account in their operations and strategies. See www.epe-asso.org. As 
such, Claire Tutenuit has written or supervised many publications.  
Designated by EpE, she has joined the French CESE (Conseil Economique, Social et 
Environnemental) in May 2021 for 5 years.  
Claire Tutenuit has written a book and various articles; she is a member of the Board of 
IDDRI and of GRDF. 
 

 

Agnès Michelot is director of the CNRS Research Federation on environment and 
sustainable development at La Rochelle University, vice president and honorary 
president of the French society for environmental law. Since 2021 she is also a member 
of the IUCN World Commission for Environmental law and member of the scientific 
council of the French Office for Biodiversity Previously, she was an associate public 
figure of the Economic Social and Environmental Council (CESE) in France. She is 
researcher at La Rochelle University in the Research Unit UMR CNRS Littoral 
Environment Societies. She is co-author with Jean Jouzel of the CESE opinion on 
“Climate justice: challenges and prospects for France”. Agnès Michelot is also associate 
professor to Laval University (Canada). She has been Senior Special Fellow Expert for 
the Training Program on Environmental Law at the United Nations Institute of Training 
and Research, UNITAR (Geneva); as well as Consultant for the UNESCO programme on 
Man and the Biosphere. Her axes of research are: international environmental law and 
comparative environmental law, climate justice and environmental justice, biodiversity 
law, natural risks in coastal areas and ecologic refugees. 



 

 

 
 

Assia Oulkadi is a Senior Policy officer at the European Youth Forum working on 
Sustainability and Climate. She has been active in the non-profit sector in the past six 
years when she concentrated her efforts on building sustainable partnerships between 
Youth platforms at global level. She has represented the European Youth forum at High-
level political events in the United Nations and the North-South Center of the Council 
of Europe where she advocated for Youth Rights. Assia holds a Master degree in 
international Relations from the Université Libre de Bruxelles. 

 

Dominique Gillot, a primary school teacher – a profession she left when she was elected 
member of parliament in 1997 – served as an elected representative at local level 
(mayor, departmental councillor) and national level (minister, member of parliament, 
senator) from 1977 until 2017. Appointed President of the National Consultative 
Council of Persons with Disabilities (CNCPH), in November 2015 she secured an initial 
reform of the organisation, managing to ensure that ministries take better account of 
people with disabilities at an early stage of the entire law-making process. Deeply and 
specifically committed to the values of inclusion, solidarity, citizenship and secularism 
that have guided the General Federation of Children in Care in Public Education (Les 
PEP) for more than 100 years, her ambition at the head of this federation is to promote 
the exercise of everyone's rights to active, ecological and social citizenship. On 18 
September 2020, she was appointed member of the European Economic and Social 
Committee (EESC) for a five-year term in her capacity as President of the General 
Federation of Les PEP and Vice-President of CNCPH. With links to the world of 
associations, she is part of the EESC's "Diversity" Group III, made up of "other 
representatives and stakeholders of civil society, particularly in the economic, civic, 
professional and cultural field." She is a member of the Section for Employment, Social 
Affairs, Citizenship and the Section for Single Market, Production and Consumption, and 
is involved in the EESC's work on education, training, public health and young people 
and ensuring people's access to their fundamental rights. 
 

https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Conseil_national_consultatif_des_personnes_handicapées
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Jean-Michel Valantin, who has a PhD in Strategic Studies, is the author of several books, 
including "Hollywood, Washington and the Pentagon" (Autrement, 2003), "Ecology and 
Global Governance" (Autrement, 2007), "War and Nature: America prepares for climate 
war" (Prisma Media, 2013), "Geopolitics of a Failing Planet" (Seuil, 2017) and "The Eagle, 
the Dragon and the Planetary Crisis" (Seuil, 2020). 
 
A specialist in the geopolitical and strategic effects of climate change and international 
competition for resources, Valantin has written around one hundred articles on the 
subject and is head of the Environment and Security department of the think tank The 
Red Team Analysis Society. His work with a number of government ministers, has given 
him extensive national and international professional experience in the field of 
sustainable development. He currently specialises in the use of armies and artificial 
intelligence to address the challenges posed by urbanisation, resource management 
and adaptation to climate change. 
 

 
 

Laura Maanavilja works as Policy Assistant to the Deputy Director-General for Climate 
Action at the European Commission. She has a background in international 
communications and media relations, with a focus on climate change and sustainability 
issues. 

 

Noémie Fompeyrine is Head of Resilience, Strategic Foresight, Research and Innovation 
at the City of Paris’ Department of Ecological Transition and Climate. Her team ensures 
a role of anticipation of the challenges and city transformations, of scientific and 
strategic support, and contributes to strengthening the systemic nature of local public 
policies. Previously, she was Chief Resilience Officer for the City of Paris, steered Paris 
Resilience Strategy and its flagship initiatives. She also has been Advisor the Deputy 
Mayor of Paris in charge of roads, transportation, mobility and public space, with whom 
she led public policies in favour of air quality and better sharing of public spaces. 
Graduated with a master's degree from the Urban School of Sciences Po in Paris, where 
she teaches today, she has also worked with the French Development Agency, the 
Institute for Research on Contemporary Southeast Asia Est and the think tank La 
Fabrique de la Cité. 
 



 

 

 

Nicolas Berghmans is Lead European affairs and energy and climate expert at the 
Institute for Sustainable Development and International Relations (IDDRI) since 2015. 
His research focuses on climate governance, energy system low carbon transition and 
carbon pricing policies. Nicolas is also a regular lecturer at the Paris School of 
International Affairs at Sciences Po Paris. Prior to joining IDDRI, Nicolas worked as a 
researcher on carbon and energy markets at CDC Climat, a subsidiary of Caisse des 
Dépôts et Consignations on climate economics. He holds a Master's degree in 
international relations with a specialization in Economics from Sciences Po Paris. 
 

 


