Priority ‘Just Transition’

A ecological and just transition
towards sustainable development

EESC: public hearing
on EU's just transition policy framework
(Thursday, 5 October 2023)
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The four visions of “just transition”

Vision 1:
“Holistic”

Vision 2:
“Workers-centered”

Vision3:
“Social-ecological state”

Vision 4:
“Pragmatic business-centered”

The just transition should
simultaneously reduce
environmental degradations and
reduce existing inequalities, while
guaranteeing access to
fundamental rights for all

The just transition should first
focus on workers-related issues
and should aim at guaranteeing
the perspectives of workers and

their access to decent and quality
jobs as part of the ecological
transition.

The action of the state (taxation,
investment and social security) is
key in ensuring a just transition.
The ecological crises and
environmental degradation should
be seen as social risks to be
mutualized

The just transition should ensure
as a “level-playing field” for
companies and should aim at
guaranteeing the security of

supply of energy and materials.

Table - Summary of the four visions of a just transition identified in the study : “Just transition visions : An analysis of the perceptions of the Belgian Actors

Source: https://www.cebrig-ulb.be/uploads/1/1/9/7/119727964/vision_transition - q survey - final.pdf
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1) Conceptual origins

+ The concept of a just transition originated from the U.S. labor movement. In the early
1990s, Tony Mazzocchi, leader of the Oil, Chemical, and Atomic Workers Union,
proposed the idea of a ‘Superfund for Workers’, referencing the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency’s recently-established Superfund program for toxic cleanups.

» ILO (2015) : « Guidelines for a just transition towards environmentally sustainable
economies and societies for all»

+ Preamble to the Paris Agreement (2015) : « Taking into account the imperatives of a just
transition for the workforce and the creation of decent and quality jobs in accordance with
nationally determined development priorities»

» EU Green Deal (2018) : Leave no one behind
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2) FYI. Estates General for a Just Transition (2/2)

ESTATES GENERAL FOR :?3;5?:2:]:5”'0,\] EUROPEAN CONFERENCE
OF THE JUST TRANSITION IN BELGIUM FOR A JUST TRANSITION

DELIBERATIVE
CITIZEN SCIENTIFIC COUNCIL
PARTICIPATION

STAKEHOLDERS ADVICE PUBLIC
INTERACTION ADMINISTRATION




FYI - Forum of stakeholders : priorities

System

Agriculture and
food system

Building stock

Healthcare
system

Mobility and
transportation
system

Transversal
policies

Employment

Education and
formation

Finance and
investments

Ressources and
energy

Gender

Fight against poverty

International
solidarity
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3) FYI. Conference for a Just Transition in Belgium (3/4)

Adviesvragen / Demandes d’avis (mai—septembre 2023)
Adviesraad / Conseil d’avis Thema
Centrale Raad voor het Bedrijfsleven Emploi
Conseil central de 'économie
Conseil National du Travail Enseignement et formation

Nationale Arbeidsraad

Financement et investissements

Federale Raad voor Duurzame Ontwikkeling

o g1 . Ressources et énergies
Conseil fédéral du développement durable =

Solidarité internationale (d’abord le CCPD-ABCO)

Instituut voor gelijkheid van vrouwen en mannen

. . tees Genre
Institut pour I'égalité des femmes et des hommes

Steunpunt tot bestrijding van armoede, bestaansonzekerheid en sociale uitsluiting

. . f s . . Pauvreté
Service de lutte contre la pauvreté, la précarité et I'exclusion sociale




Programme - draft - topics

8 November 2023 (Day 1)

09:00AM - 09:30AM: Welcome

09:30AM - 11:15AM: Keynotes by
Zakia Khattabi
Hans Bruynincxk
NN. (To Be Confirmed)

11:15AM - 11:45AM: Break
11:45AM - 01PM: Presentations of
High Committee report
Agora recommendations

CIDD WG report

01:00PM - 01:45PM: Lunch

> 02:00PM - 03:30PM: Seminars on
Agriculture and food
Transport and mobility
Building stock
Healthcare

> 3:30PM - 4PM: Break

> 4:15PM - 5PM: Seminars on (ctd.)

* Each seminar starts with a scientific
introduction, followed by testimonies and a
concluding panel discussion.




Programme - draft - topics

9 November 2023 (Day 2)

09:00AM - 09:30AM: Welcome

09:30AM - 10:00AM
Summary of key elements of Day 1

10:15AM tot 11:30AM: Opinions on

> Gender
(IGVM)

> International solidarity
(PCD Advisory Council)

> Finance and investment
(Federal Council for SD)

11:30AM - 12:00AM: Break
12:00AM - 01:00PM: Opinions on (ctd.)

01:00PM tot 01:45PM: Lunch

02:00PM - 03:30PM: Opinions on

> Resources and energy
(Federal Council for SD)

> Employment
(National Labour Council, Central
Economic Council)

> Education and training
(National Labour Council, Central
Economic Council)

> Poverty reduction
(Interfederal Poverty Reduction
Agency)

03:30PM tot 04:00PM: Break

04:00PM tot 05:00PM: Opinions on (ctd.)
* Each opinion starts with a presentation by the
advisory board, followed by reactions from

ministers, High Committee members and Agora
with a Q&A session.




Programme - draft - topics

9 November 2023 (Closing Session)

07:00PM - 07:25PM
» Opening word by the master of ceremony
> Speech by BE Minister Zakia Khattabi
» Video by ES Mininister Teresa Ribera

07:25PM - 07:45PM
Keynote by ms Ilham Kadri (CEO Solvay and Chair of the CSR Europe Advisory Board)

07:45PM - 07:55PM
Contribution by ms Marie-Héléne Ska (ACV/CSC)

07:55PM - 08:05PM
Contribution by mr Ignace Schops (BBL) (TBC)

08:05PM - 08:30PM
Cultural contribution de mr David Van Reybrouck (and mrs. Caroline Lamarche — TBC)

08:30PM - 08:50PM
Présentation by ms Laura Martin Murillo on ‘Spain’s Just Transition Strategy’

08:50PM - 09:00PM
Capture the words of tonight — Message for the future by Soumaya El Majdoub (TBC)

09:00PM - 10:00PM - Reception
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European Union - Just Transition Mechanism
> Linked to DG REGIO and FEDER Funds

Just Transition Fund

o 0f €19.2 billion in current prices, is expected to mobilise around EUR €25.4 billion in investments.

o Territorial plans, social dialogue, local needs.

o Aims to support the phasing out of fossil fuels in regions heavily dependent on them (mainly in Eastern
Europe)

InvestEU "Just Transition” scheme

o Provide a budgetary guarantee under the InvestEU programme across the four policy windows and an
InvestEU Advisory Hub that act as a central entry point for advisory support requests. It is expected to
mobilise €10-15 billion in mostly private sector investments.

Public Sector Loan Facility
o Combine €1.5 billion of grants financed from the EU budget with €10 billion of loans from the European
Investment Bank, to mobilise €18.5 billion of public investment.



EU BE Presidency : priority ‘Just Transition’ (1/6)
Objectives

Organize exchanges and knowledge building on just transition at European level in cooperation with
European civil society organisations, administrations, citizens and political representatives.

Use the momentum that exists regarding just transition in Belgium and Europe to formulate a number of
important signals and concrete proposals to the next European Commission, the new European
Parliament and national governments about possible policy initiatives or reforms that should contribute to
the ecological transition of the European economy and society leaves no one behind.

The insights gained during the Spanish presidency and during the States General and the Conference in
Belgium, which are relevant for the European level, can also be raised at this level.

Following the example of the Sibiu Declaration, we want to obtain a mention of the importance of a just
transition in a 'joint statement' by government leaders.



EU BE Presidency : priority ‘Just Transition’ (2/6)
What has been done?

Ad-Hoc Working Group BE CCIM-CCPIE

5-pager and opinion request at EESC approved by BE CCIM-CCPIE and by Foreign Affairs
Ad-Hoc Working group (+/- 60 members)
Contact with European partners
European Economic and Social Committee (EESC)
Observatory Social Europe (OSE)
European Alliance for a Just Transition
European Environmental Agency (EEA)
European Environmental Bureau (EEB)
EU Permanent Representation to Belgium

International Labour Organisation — European Union Office (ILO)

Spanish Presidency : Just Transition Institute & Cabinet of Minister Teresa Ribera




EU BE Presidency : priority ‘Just Transition' (3/6)
Request for an opinion from the EESC

e European Economic and Social Committee

o A European advisory council composed of Employers, trade unionists and
representatives of social, occupational, economic and cultural organizations

e “We would appreciate an opinion on the steps the EU should take to establish a comprehensive just
transition policy framework. This framework should be capable of fostering a carbon-neutral,
environmentally sustainable, non-toxic, and fully circular society and economy by 2050, without
further jeopardising the socio-economic opportunities of vulnerable regions and people.”

* |.e. the objective of the European Parliament. Cf. ‘planetary boundaries’ / ‘triple crisis’ / ...



EU BE Presidency : priority ‘Just Transition’ (4/6)
Program preparation in 2023, inter alia ...

Program preparation

e July 11: Just Transition conference in Valladolid (after informal ENVI council)

=> organized by Solidar (European and worldwide network of Civil Society Organisations working to
advance social justice through a just transition in Europe and worldwide)

=> Hosted by Minister Teresa Ribera

=> Minister Zakia Khattabi has been formally invited

o September 20: presentation at the European Alliance for a Just Transition members meeting

=> The alliance is a group of civil society, social and environmental movements, and political parties to unite

behind a call for immediate, bold, and transformative action at all levels of society to build a sustainable and
safe future for all

=> They approached us and asked for a presentation of the priority Just Transition during our presidency



EU BE Presidency : priority ‘Just Transition’ (4/6)
Program preparation in 2023, inter alia ...

e October 5-6: Declaration of Granada

=> ..

e October 26-27: Spanish Presidency's Just Transition Conference
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(1) Just transition is an essential and accelerating path for the reindustrialization of Europe
(2) Advance in best practices

(3) Sharing experiences and fostering an open dialogue

(4) Promote and support the involvement of civil society

(5) Foster dialogue with other countries embarking on a path similar to that of the EU

o Bilaterals at ministerial level (in the margin of other meetings at Bonn, Berlin, Madrid, Reykjavik,
Geneéve, Dubai, Luxembourg, Brussels ...)

e December: reception of the EESC Opinion on Just Transition



EU BE Presidency : priority ‘Just Transition’ (6/6)
Programme during 2024 (first semester)

« Round table at the EU Informal Council for the Environment (15-16 January 2024)

timeslot ‘Just Transition’: debriefing about activities ‘Just Transition’ by the EU ES Presidency;
presentation of EESC Opinion; ministerial ‘Tour de table’;

« European Conference for a Just Transition (4-5 March 2024)
Venue: Palais d’Egmont; Programme: see below
« Point AOB at the EU Council for the Environment (25 March 2024)
Debriefing on the European Conference for a Just Transition
e [Council conclusions at EU Council for the Environment (17 June 2024)]
Optional (cf. relation with the other BE priorities: circular economy; adaptation and resilience; 8th EAP)

« Objective: reference in the ‘Joint Statement’ of HoS/in the EC Strategic Agenda
(Informal Summit op 13-14 Juni 2024; European Council op 27-28 Juni 2024)






Programme - final draft - topics

Monday, 4 March*
o Welcome and Opening statements
o Key-notes (inter alia, Moustapha Kamal Gueye - ILO)
Break
o Just Transition Framework - Governance (introducing EESC opinion)
Lunch
o Break-out 1 - Just Transition - focus on anti-poverty
o Break-out 2 - Just Transition - focus on non-taxonomy/phasing-out sectors
Cocktail

o Evening (closed session - EU Member States):
Just Transition - EC Council Conclusions & EC Strategic Agenda

* In parallel, a one-day scientific conference on just transition will be organised




Programme - final draft - topics

Tuesday, 5 March

o Welcome

o Keynote

o Wrap-up of Day 1

o Feedback of the Scientific Conference on Just Transition

o Just Transition - EC Council Conclusions & EC Strategic Agenda (introduction)
Break

o Just Transition - European Green Deal 2.0 - results of the study

Lunch

o Just Transition - European Green Deal 2.0 - discussion

Break

o Just Transition - EC Council Conclusions & EC Strategic Agenda (discussion)

o Closing session




Zakia Khattabi
B

Ministre du Climat, de I'Environnement,
du Développement durable et du Green Deal

“Many European citizens still do not feel that the ecological transition in the EU is being organized in a
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respondents think the EU is doing enough for a just transition and only 46% of respondents are
confident that sustainable energy, products and services will be affordable for everyone, including

poorer people, by 2050.”

Source: EU BE Presidency — priority Just Transition’— 5 pager approved by the CCIM-CCPIE.




Ministre du Climat, de I'Environnement,
du Développement durable et du Green Deal

Zakia Khattabi
B




