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ESD for 2030 Roadmap and milestones

Education for Sustainable Development: Towards achieving the SDGs

ESD for 2030 is the global framework for implementation of ESD from 

2020-2030  in response to the increased importance placed on ESD 

to promote the contribution of education to the survival and prosperity 

of humanity.

We need to rethink what, where and how we learn to develop the 

knowledge, skills, values and attitudes that enable us all to make 

informed decisions and take individual and collective action on local, 

national and global urgencies

How can we prepare learners of 

all ages for the ‘battle for our lives’ 

as the UN Secretary-General calls it?



ESD for 2030 Roadmap

Pedagogy and learning 

environment
Employ interactive, project-based, learner-
centred pedagogy. Transform all aspects of 
learning environment through a whole-
institution approach to ESD to enable 
learners to live what they learn and learn 
what they live 

Societal transformation
Enable the achievement of the 
SDGs towards building a more 
sustainable world

Learning content
Integrate sustainability issues, in 
particular those enshrined in the 17 
SDGs such as climate change, into 
all kinds of learning

Learning outcomes 
Empower people to take 
responsibility for present and future 
generations and actively contribute to 
societal transformation

What needs to be done



ESD for 2030 Roadmap

(...) transformation necessitates, among 

other things, a certain level of disruption, 

with people opting to step outside the safety 

of the status quo or the “usual” way of thinking, 

behaving or living. It requires courage, persistence 

and determination, which can be present at different 

degrees, and which are best sourced from personal 

conviction, insight, or the simple feeling of what is 

right.
(Para 4.2, Framework for the implementation of ESD for 2030)

Key features 

Emphasis on 

education’s role for the 

17 SDGs 

Focus on the big 

transformation

Emphasis on 

Member States’ 

leadership



ESD for 2030 Roadmap

Five priority action areas



ESD for 2030 Roadmap

UNESCO support to Member States



To support these actions, UNESCO
and its UN partners, among others, 
support relevant training 
opportunities and tools for young 
people to enhance their knowledge, 
skills, values and attitudes to make 
themselves heard, and provide a 
global platform for young people to 
foster multi-stakeholder 
collaboration and engage in inter-
generational dialogue, in line with 
the UN wide youth strategy.

ESD for 2030 Youth Priority Action Area



✓ Contribute to the 
implementation of the 
multi-stakeholder country 
initiative on ESD for 2030

✓Encourage networking of 
youth and provide platforms 
to meet and collaborate

✓Engage in research on emerging 
issues and trends on ESD

✓Support education on the 
SDGs

✓UNESCO-Japan Prize on ESD

✓Mobilize resources to support 
ESD implementation, including by 
creating synergies with others 

✓Help to monitor progress on 
ESD for 2030

ESD for 2030 implementation - Youth



UN wide Youth Strategy and UNESCO Youth Strategy
Climate change (SDG 13) >> Article 6, Paris Agreement, COP 26 << UN FCCC

Biodiversity (SDG 15) >> COP 15, post-2020 framework, UN Decade on Ecosystem Restoration (2021-2030) << UN CBD, UNEP, IUCN, WWF, FAO

Ocean (SDG 14) >> UN Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable Development (2021–2030) << IOC

Cities and communities (SDG 11) >> Learning Cities ESD cluster, New Urban Agenda, UNESCO Cities Platform << UN-Habitat, ICLEI, WWF

Lifestyles and livelihoods (SDG 12) >> Anatomy of Action, 10YFP Sustainable Lifestyles and Education (SLE) Programme << UNEP, UNESCO Chair

Water (SDG 6) >> International Decade for Action: Water for sustainable development (2018-2028) << IHP, WWAP, WAMU-NET

Green skills / TVET (SDGs 8 & 9) >> Decade of Action to deliver the SDGs (2020-2030) << UNEVOC, ODDD & Beirut office, FAO

Gender issues (SDG 5) >> UNESCO Priority Gender

Food (SDG 2) >> UN Food Systems Summit

Cultural diversity / intercultural understanding >> International Decade for the Rapprochement of Cultures (2013-2022) << SHS

Indigenous issues >> UNESCO policy on engaging with indigenous peoples << LINKS, UNESCO Chair York University

Crossing youth with key UN / UNESCO processes



• Enhancing youth engagement / empowerment << WWF, IUCN, Earth Charter, CCIVS, Gaia 
Education, Green Office, Rootability

• Strengthening environmental literacy / stewardship << Earth Charter, CERI, MIL

• Mobilizing around climate action << UNFCCC, Fridays for the Future

• Acting on sustainable lifestyles << UNEP (lead up to UNEP+50), OnePlanet SLE programme

• Engaging with local communities, including UNESCO sites << MAB+50, IUCN, WWF, FAO, YUNGA, 
IHP, Global Network of Water Museums (WAMU-NET), WHE, CCIVS, Blue Flag, GYBN, DG nature 
initiative

• Sharing, storytelling, documenting << YRE, MIL, The Water We Want

• Follow up on Trash Hack campaign << Let's do it, ASPnet, Eco-Schools

• Youth participation in governance << SHS, Growing up in cities

• Enhancing empathy, socio emotional competences << MGIEP

ESD for 2030 Youth action areas

https://earthcharter.org/get-involved/young-leaders-programme/
https://ccivs.org/
https://earthcharter.org/
https://www.childrenvironment.org/
https://en.unesco.org/themes/media-and-information-literacy
https://www.oneplanetnetwork.org/sustainable-lifestyles-and-education
https://en.unesco.org/mab
http://www.fao.org/yunga/news-and-events/detail/en/c/1372961/
http://www.watermuseums.net/
https://whc.unesco.org/en/wheducation/
https://ccivs.org/
https://www.blueflag.global/
https://www.gybn.org/
https://www.yre.global/
https://en.unesco.org/MILCLICKS
http://thewaterwewant.watermuseums.net/
https://www.trashhack.org/


UNESCO World Conference on ESD

#LearnForOurPlanet and Berlin Declaration on ESD

The Conference, held virtually from 17-19 May 
2021, gathered more than 2,800 participants 
from 161 countries together, with an additional 
10,000 viewers on the public livestream

The Conference ended with the Berlin 
Declaration on Education for Sustainable 
Development being adopted, which calls for 
urgent action to accelerate sustainability and 
climate action through education, with a 
commitment to ESD. 

The report Learn for our Planet was launched 
at the event, an analysis of the extent to which 
environmental curricula is embedded in 
UNESCO Member States. 

https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000377362


Other sources of inspiration

https://www.passblue.com/2022/09/19/you-owe-us-youths-tell-world-leaders-at-un-to-get-all-kids-back-in-school/

UN General Assembly



Other sources of inspiration

https://transformingeducationsummit.sdg4education2030.org/system/files/2022-09/tes_youthdeclaration_en.pdf

UN Transforming Education Summit



• Launched in September 2020, on World 
Cleanup Day, the UNESCO “Trash Hack” 
campaign encourages young people to 
learn about sustainability through tackling 
waste. 

• Young people around the world have 
been sharing their #TrashHacks on the 
microsite, on social media and through 
the Trash Hack blog. 

• A practical guide for teachers, entitled 
“Trash hack: action learning for 
sustainable development”, was 
developed. Thousands of students in over 
60 countries have shared their 
inspirational stories on the Trash Hack 
blog and on social media.

Trash Hack Campaign

https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/trashhack/
https://www.trashhack.org/
https://www.trashhack.org/news/
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000375408


Other sources of inspiration

https://www.trashhack.org/

Trash Hack Campaign



• UNESCO launched the #LearnForOurPlanet 
campaign (#LearnForOurPlanet) for the World 
Conference on ESD, in order to increase 
understanding and reach of the ideas of ESD. A 
campaign video was created for the launch.

• The campaign calls upon young people and 
other key audiences to record a message 
stating why they think it is important to learn 
for our planet and share good practices with 
#LearnForOurPlanet. Many of these were 
compiled into a YouTube playlist. 

#LearnForOurPlanet

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nI7Tl4EbdN8
https://www.youtube.com/hashtag/learnforourplanet
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nI7Tl4EbdN8
https://www.youtube.com/hashtag/learnforourplanet


https://www.trashhack.org/

https://www.youtube.com/hashtag/learnforourplanet

#LearnForOurPlanet



Other sources of inspiration

https://www.unescogreencitizens.org/



Other sources of inspiration

https://oceanliteracy.unesco.org/



Other sources of inspiration

http://unesco.mil-for-teachers.unaoc.org/



UNESCO LinkedIn Group on Education for Sustainable Development

https://www.linkedin.com/groups/9021873/



Thank you for your attention 

For more information please contact: 

esd@unesco.org 
Section of Education for Sustainable Development 
Division for Peace and Sustainable Development
Education Sector
UNESCO

• UNESCO ESD website: https://en.unesco.org/themes/education-sustainable-development

• ESD for 2030 framework : https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000370215.locale=en
• UN General Assembly Resolution on ESD (2019) : https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/74/223

• UNESCO World Conference on ESD : https://en.unesco.org/events/ESDfor2030

"Please, don’t just observe life from the balcony! 
Meet the challenges... You must make noise; 
you are the seed of change of this society.” – Pope Francis


