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7th Meeting of the European Migration Forum (20-21 October)  

"Youth inclusion: key to successful migrant integration" 

BACKGROUND DOCUMENT 

 

This 2022 Migration Forum will be held under the overarching theme “Youth inclusion: key to 

successful migrant integration“. Different aspects of this broad theme will be developed in 

several workshops across the two days, touching upon the young migrants’ access to education, 

integration of young refugee, education and labour youth mobility as well as advancing 

participation and engagement of young migrants. The programme of the event is based on 

input provided by civil society organisations during the consultation processes undertaken in 

spring 2022. 

The Forum will gather approximately 120 civil society organisations from across the European 

Union, as well as representatives from local, regional and national authorities, European 

Institutions and international organisations. The objective of the Forum is to enable fruitful 

exchanges between the participants to discuss the challenges and gather good practices when 

it comes to migrants’ youth inclusion and mobility.  

The participatory method successfully used in previous editions of the Forum - designed to 

engage groups in strategic conversations and to harness collective input in finding the best way 

to achieve a common purpose - will be used in four parallel workshops also of this year’s 

Forum. All participants are therefore expected to contribute to the discussion and actively 

engage in dialogue with one another. The productive exchanges and interactions will be 

continued in the session ‘’The floor is yours’’, as well as at the Marketplace and Networking. 

During the interactive concluding debate, the representatives of EU institutions will have the 

opportunity to engage in a dialogue and exchange with Forum participants.  

During the Forum, the elections of two members of the Bureau of the European Migration 

Forum will take place. One will represent a national-level organisation, while the other will 

represent an EU-level organisation. The candidates will be requested to announce their 

candidature in advance of the meeting and will have an opportunity to present themselves in 
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the plenary of the Forum. Civil society organisations participating to the 2022 Forum will be 

able to vote on the first day of the Forum. The new Forum members will be appointed for two 

years, with a possibility to reapply and be selected for another two years.  

Relevant general documents:  
 

- Action plan on integration and inclusion  

- European Commission, Practical manual: Supporting the inclusion of displaced 

children from Ukraine in education: Considerations, key principles and practices for 

the school year 2022-2023   

- European Child Guarantee  

- SIRIUS, Policy Brief Series: Refugee children in education in Europe. How to prevent 

a lost generation?  

Workshop 1: Young migrants’ access to education  

Inclusive education should be at the heart of our societies but access to education remains 

generally problematic for children coming from poverty or disadvantaged background. Many 

migrant children are among them. The Action Plan on Integration and Inclusion 2021-2027 

makes specific recommendations for facilitating access to education, which complement other 

frameworks of actions, such as the European Child Guarantee, while some aspects related to 

access to education were covered in a workshop at the 6th European Migration Forum. The 

numerous arrivals of displaced children from Ukraine have underlined the need for long-term 

solutions beyond the necessary short-term responses. This workshop will therefore not 

approach access to education from an emergency mode, but will focus on specific aspects and 

challenges of how access to education and training can contribute to a more inclusive 

education for migrants. In that respect, early childhood and education care (ECEC) and the role 

of language training are among the key factors regularly identified by research and 

stakeholders. The workshop will thus focus on: 

- How to provide access to and better ECEC for migrants 

- The importance of language, both in terms of migrants learning the local language and 

of valuing linguistic diversity in classrooms 

The workshop should be an opportunity to identify good practices and recommendations that 

could be adapted to the diversity of local situations, with a focus on the different roles that 

NGOs, migrants’ organisations and local and regional authorities can play. 

Other relevant document: European Commission, Toolkit for inclusive early childhood 

education and care   

 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52020DC0758&qid=1632299185798
https://www.schooleducationgateway.eu/downloads/files/SWD-2022-185-inclusion-displaced-children-Ukraine-in-education.pdf
https://www.schooleducationgateway.eu/downloads/files/SWD-2022-185-inclusion-displaced-children-Ukraine-in-education.pdf
https://www.schooleducationgateway.eu/downloads/files/SWD-2022-185-inclusion-displaced-children-Ukraine-in-education.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?langId=en&catId=89&newsId=10024&furtherNews=yes
https://www.sirius-migrationeducation.org/policy-brief-series-refugee-children-in-education-in-europe-how-to-prevent-a-lost-generation/
https://www.sirius-migrationeducation.org/policy-brief-series-refugee-children-in-education-in-europe-how-to-prevent-a-lost-generation/
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/4c526047-6f3c-11eb-aeb5-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-search
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/4c526047-6f3c-11eb-aeb5-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-search
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Workshop 2: Specific challenges and measures regarding integration of young 

refugees 

Around half a million of displaced children from Ukraine are registered in local schools in the 
EU. This highlights again the specific needs of displaced and refugee children, no matter where 
they come from, as well the challenges that school systems face to provide adequate and 
adapted education to those children, even more when one takes into account the diversity of 
‘young refugees’. This workshop encourages the reflection on the adapted responses, within 
schools but also outside, that can be provided to refugee children, both in times of high number 
of arrivals and in times of more limited number. This workshop would focus on the good 
practices providing adapted support to young refugees while ensuring successful access to the 
mainstream education system. In addition, based on the identification of the OECD Education 
Working Papers on refugee integration which identifies well the main needs of young refugees, 
this workshop would like to focus a part of its discussion on the need to bond and feel a sense 
of belonging, reflecting on the usefulness of tools like mentoring. 
The workshop will thus focus on the following questions: 

- How to ensure adapted provision of education to young refugees while trying to ensure 
smooth transition to the mainstream education system 

- How can young refugees be provided with opportunities to bond with other young 
persons and with the rest of the local community?  

 
The workshop should be an opportunity to identify good practices and recommendations that 

could be adapted to the diversity of local situations, with a focus on the different roles that 

NGOs, migrants’ organisations and local and regional authorities can play. 

Other relevant document: 

- EUROCITIES, Cities’ actions for the education of refugees and asylum seekers   
 

Workshop 3: Legal migration: youth mobility, both in the context of education 

and labour mobility of young people 

Going abroad to study, train or work drives young people’s educational, professional and 
personal achievements, as well as intercultural understanding and innovation. International 
youth mobility is beneficial for both, the host country and the country of origin. In line with the 
European Year of Youth and the Youth Action Plan in EU external action 2022 – 2027 (YAP), the 
EU aims at promoting inclusive learning mobility, increasing learning opportunities, supporting 
the professional and personal development of young people and foster exchanges. At the same 
time, to fill labour shortages in many segments, Europe has to become better at attracting the 
young people that the EU economy needs. The Commission committed in the Skills and Talent 
Package to launch in the third quarter of 2022 the process to explore the feasibility of 
developing a European Youth Mobility Scheme, thereby contributing to the broad objectives of 
the European Year of Youth 2022. The aim of such an initiative would be to grant young people 

https://doi.org/10.1787/a3251a00-en
https://doi.org/10.1787/a3251a00-en
https://ec.europa.eu/migrant-integration/sites/default/files/2017-02/Eurocities_Educationreport_FinalVersion.pdf
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from non-EU participating partner countries the opportunity to reside, travel, do short-term 
studies, expand language skills, and gain first work and cultural experiences for a limited period 
everywhere within the EU. It could also provide the same opportunities to young Europeans in 
the participating non-EU partner countries. The workshop would be an opportunity to reflect 
with the Forum participants on the added value and feasibility of a possible European Youth 
Mobility Scheme.  
 
The discussion on the first part of the workshop will focus on the added value of youth mobility 
with regard to education and labour. The discussion would take stock of the opportunities 
available for that are provided to young third-country nationals to come to the EU for a limited 
period to study, do an internship and/or work. Participants will also be encouraged to reflect on 
potential gaps, challenges and areas for development of the existing opportunities (such as 
those under Erasmus+, the Students and Researchers Directive, the EU Blue Card Directive, the 
Seasonal Workers Directive as well as under national schemes). Participants will be encouraged 
to share good practices and experiences as well as to identify actions to overcome those 
challenges and to make the existing opportunities more visible.  
The second part of the workshop will focus on the feasibility of developing a European Youth 
Mobility Scheme and would explore the following aspects: 
 

- Is there a need for a European Youth Mobility Scheme with third countries?  
- What could be the EU added value of such a European scheme?  
- What opportunities should be provided?  
- What requirements should young participants from third countries fulfil?  
- What could be potential obstacles and how could they be limited?  
- How could young people be protected from exploitation under such an initiative? 

 

Workshop 4:   Advancing participation and engagement of young migrants  

In recent years, processes such as EU Structured Dialogue or the co-management system of the 

Council of Europe in the field of youth have gained significant relevance as concrete 

mechanisms to involve youth in the development of the policies and decisions that will affect 

their lives and their communities.  The European Year of Youth and the Youth Action Plan in EU 

external action 2022 – 2027 have also contributed to highlight the importance of youth 

participation in decision-making process in the political discourse of our different national and 

European institutions. 

In EU Member States, inclusiveness is becoming an important goal for the involvement of 

children and young people in decision-making and democratic processes, but the degree to 

which this is achieved across countries still varies1.  As highlighted in the 2021-2027 EU Action 

Plan on Integration and Inclusion, including migrants and EU citizens with a migrant background 

                                                           
1 Study on child participation in EU political and democratic life Microsoft Word - Child Participation Final Rapport 

Revised 28.04.2021 FINAL.docx (europa.eu) 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/default/files/child_participation_final_raport_revised_28.04.2021_final_web_pdf.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/default/files/child_participation_final_raport_revised_28.04.2021_final_web_pdf.pdf
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as well as promoting their active participation in consultative and decision making processes 

can help empower them and ensure that integration and inclusion policies are more effective 

and reflect real needs.  

Nevertheless, young migrants and young people with migrant background are often not 

included or represented in such spaces, due to the additional challenges that they might face to 

access to active participation in local, national, and EU level social initiatives.  

In this context, empowering young migrants and young people with a migrant background to 

fulfil their potential to participate actively at local, regional, national and European level is an 

essential factor for the achievement of greater social inclusion and for the sound, sustainable 

and democratic functioning and further development of societies 

The workshop will focus on which integration strategies and policies can better support the 

empowerment of young migrants to become active citizens. During the workshop, participants 

will reflect on what are the main challenges that prevent participation and engagement of 

young migrants at local, regional, national and European level. Participants will then focus on 

the role of youth workers and community leaders to be able to better prepare young migrants 

and young people with migrant background to represent their interests and current challenges 

(such as identity conflict, discrimination, employment, education, lack of youth policies and 

involvement in the decision-making process). 

 


