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6th Meeting of the European Migration Forum (27-28 October), virtual event 

"From pandemic to recovery: challenges and best practices in migration 
management" 

BACKGROUND DOCUMENT 

 

This 2021 virtual Migration Forum will be held under the overarching theme “From pandemic to 
recovery: challenges and best practices in migration management“. The different aspects of this 
broad theme will be developed in several workshops across the two days, touching upon the 
digital divide and digital disadvantage of migrants, access to education for migrant children, safe 
legal pathways for those in need of international protection and how to maximise their 
integration in hosting societies. The programme of the event is based on input provided by civil 
society organisations during the consultation processes undertaken in April-May 2021. 

The Forum will gather approximately 100 civil society organisations from across the European 
Union, as well as representatives from local, regional and national authorities, European 
Institutions and international organisations. The objective of the Forum is to enable fruitful 
exchanges between the participants to discuss the challenges and gather good practices when it 
comes to the role of local authorities and civil society in managing migration.  

The participatory method successfully used in previous editions of the Forum - designed to 
engage groups in strategic conversations and to harness collective input in finding the best way 
to achieve a common purpose - will be used in four parallel workshops also of this year’s Forum. 
All participants are therefore expected to contribute to the discussion and actively engage in 
dialogue with one another. The productive exchanges and interactions will be continued in the 
session ‘’The floor is yours’’, as well as at the Marketplace and Networking. During the 
interactive concluding debate, the representatives of the EU institutions will have the 
opportunity to react to the results of the workshops, and engage in a dialogue and exchange with 
Forum participants.  

During the Forum, the elections of two members of the Bureau of the European Migration 
Forum will take place. One will represent a national-level organisation, while the other will 



2 
 

represent an EU-level organisation. The candidates will be requested to announce their 
candidature in advance of the meeting and will have an opportunity to present themselves in the 
plenary of the Forum. Civil society organisations participating to the 2021 Forum will receive 
access to electronic voting on the first day of the Forum. The new Forum members will be 
appointed for two years, with a possibility to reapply and be selected for another two years.  

The 6th European Migration Forum takes place under the umbrella of the Conference on the 
Future of Europe, which enables people from across Europe to share their ideas and help shape 
our common future. The outcome of the Forum will be shared on the Platform of the Conference 
on the Future of Europe.  

 

Workshop 1: Exchanging on legal pathways to protection and in particular 
community sponsorships 

Co-chairs: Heide Nidetzky (DG Migration and Home Affairs) and Anila Noor 
(Member of the Expert Group on Migration and Asylum) 

The successful integration of migrants depends both on early action and long-term investment. 
Providing support to migrants and their receiving communities at the earliest possible moment 
in the migration process is essential. Integration can start even prior to arrival in the EU. Member 
States should therefore, where possible, set up and expand pre-departure integration measures 
(e.g. training, orientation courses), and effectively link them with post-arrival measures to 
facilitate and speed up the integration process, including in the context of resettlement and 
community sponsorship1. 

Community sponsorship schemes not only help Member States increase the number of places 
for people in need of protection (through resettlement, humanitarian admission and other 
complementary pathways) but also to successfully integrate them into welcoming host 
communities, that are aware of and prepared for their arrival. Community sponsorship, linked to 
resettlement or other legal pathways for those in need of international protection, empowers 
both newcomers and host communities to engage actively in the integration process to 
strengthen cohesive societies.  

Legal pathways to protection are promising but also face a diversity of challenges, including cost, 
complexity of the procedures, necessary support to the host community and sponsors. Policy 
document, research and analysis have been made in the recent years providing relevant 

                                                           
1 As stressed in the Commission Recommendation on legal pathways to protection in the EU, C(2020) 6467 final, 
community sponsorship models can enable faster and more efficient integration for refugees   
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assessment of the requisites, challenges, obstacles and opportunities of protection related legal 
pathways and community sponsorship2.  

The discussion could focus on how to scale up legal pathways for those in need of international 
protection and promote community sponsorship:  

- How to mobilise sponsors from all walks of life, hosting communities, national and local 
authorities and to ensure sustainable commitment?  

- What role for “non-traditional partners” like universities and the private sector? How to 
support family members willing to sponsor their relatives?  

 

Workshop 2:   The contribution of migrants towards recovery 

Co-chairs: Laura Corrado (DG Migration and Home Affairs) and Mariaam Bhatti, 
Member of the Expert Group on Migration and Asylum 

As part of the European workforce, migrants bring an essential contribution to European 
economy. Today, around 34 million EU inhabitants were born outside the EU (around 8% of the 
EU population)3 and 10% of young people (15-34 years) born in the EU have at least one foreign 
born parent4. On average 13% of key workers are immigrants in the EU with the largest figures 
observed in Ireland (26%), Cyprus (29%) and Luxembourg (53%)5.  The pandemic has been yet 
another example of this essential contribution in sectors such as healthcare, food processing or 
delivery even if they have also been particularly affected by the pandemic6. Migrants are 
expected to have an equally important role in the European Union’s smooth post-pandemic 
recovery. This implies drawing the lessons from the pandemic and relying on conducive social, 

                                                           
2 Non exhaustive list of recent documents: - European Commission, MPI Europe and ICF (October 2018) Study on the 
feasibility and added value of sponsorship schemes as a possible pathway to safe channels for admission to the EU, 
including resettlement.  
- Tan, Nikolas Feith (February 5, 2021), Community Sponsorship in Europe: Taking Stock, Policy Transfer and What 

the Future Might Hold. Frontiers in Human Dynamics: Refugees and Conflict    
- UNHCR (April 2019) Complementary Pathways for Admission of Refugees to Third Countries: Key Considerations.  
- European Resettlement Network – ICMC, IOM and UNHCR (April 2018) Expanding Solutions for Refugees: 

Complementary Pathways of Admission to Europe – Strategic Assessment.   
- Global Refugee Sponsorship Initiative, Building Blocks Of Community Sponsorship: Guidebook And Planning Tools 

Based on Canada's Model.  
- Migration Policy Institute, 2021, Refugee Resettlement and Complementary Pathways: Opportunities for Growth 

3 Eurostat, Population data, 2019 (note that all indicators provided below refer to EU-27 area) 
4 Estimates for 2017 (latest year available) based on OECD/EU (2018), Settling In, Indicators of Immigrant Integration, 
section 7. 
5 JRC (2020), Immigrant Key Workers: Their Contribution to Europe’s COVID-19 Response 
https://ec.europa.eu/knowledge4policy/sites/know4pol/files/key_workers_covid_0423.pdf  
6 Cf. OECD Policy Responses to Coronavirus (COVID-19) What is the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on immigrants 
and their children? 19 October 2020  
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cultural, political and economic structures in place to foster migrants’ integration and enhance 
their contribution to economic recovery. 

The aim of the workshop is to foster discussions on specific dimensions of the migrants’ 
contribution towards sustainable economic recovery, in particular: (i) their positive contribution 
in terms of entrepreneurship / job creation in the EU (and related obstacles), (ii) their inclusion 
in the labour market, especially the youth, and (iii) the specific role of female migrants and 
female-migrants led organisations.  

Break-out sessions will enable participants to share good practices, experiences and knowledge 
in relation to both existing opportunities and obstacles. Participants will then identify key lessons 
learnt from the pandemic and relevant actions to be implemented towards recovery. 

 

Workshop 3:    Access to education for migrant children 

Chair: Vincent Catot (DG Migration and Home Affairs) 

Access to education is generally problematic for children coming from poverty or disadvantaged 
background7, including migrant children, and the pandemic has added a new dimension to this 
issue. Closing of schools and increased remote schooling has aggravated the situation of migrant 
children who are already among the most vulnerable people. Lack of resources, such as 
computers and other digital technology devices affects their access to education even more and 
may lead to a lower ability to integrate. The new EU Child Guarantee8 (proposed on 24 March 
2021) makes specific recommendations on securing access to mainstream education for migrant 
children on a non-discriminatory basis. The migrant children’s right to timely access mainstream 
education is also signalled in the EU Child Rights Strategy9 (adopted on 24 March 2021). Specific 
recommendations for facilitating access to education are also made in the Action Plan on 
Integration and Inclusion 2021-202710, adopted in November 2020. This workshop could address 
the main obstacles and best practices11 to ensuring timely and non-discriminatory access to 
education for migrant children. 

                                                           
7 Cf. for example the data presented in the Action pan on integration and inclusion on share of dropping out among 
young migrants (p.4) people   
8 https://ec.europa.eu/info/policies/justice-and-fundamental-rights/rights-child/eu-strategy-rights-child-and-
european-child-guarantee_en 
9 ibid 
10 https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/news/inclusion-all-commission-presents-action-plan-integration-and-
inclusion-2021-2027_en 
11 Cf as well the work of the strategic framework for European cooperation in education and training (ET 2020), a 
forum which allows Member States to exchange best practices and to learn from each other 
https://ec.europa.eu/education/policies/european-policy-cooperation/education-and-migrants_en and the work of 
the SIRIUS network https://www.sirius-migrationeducation.org/  
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The aim of the workshop is to foster discussions on how to improve the access to education for 
migrant children, in particular: (i) on the potential of schools as hubs of integration for children 
and their families, with support to both teachers and families, (ii) on effective language learning 
and transition for young newcomers, and (iii) on the specific role of non-formal education (for 
example sport).  

Break-out sessions will enable participants to share good practices, experiences and knowledge 
in relation to both existing opportunities and obstacles. 

 

Workshop 4:   Addressing the digital divide and digital disadvantage of migrants 

Co-chairs: Luca Barani (DG Migration and Home Affairs) and Adem Kumcu (Member 
of European Migration Forum Bureau) 

With the COVID-19 pandemic, the way we work in the EU has significantly changed, making the 
digital transition a daily reality. Technological innovation opens up new opportunities to 
modernise and facilitate access to integration and other services. Digitalization of governments 
at all levels can facilitate access to digital public services. Online services can help migrants learn 
the language and acquire skills that can speed up their integration, and to connect them with the 
communities that will welcome them. The COVID-19 crisis has shown the potential of digitalising 
services such as education, language and integration courses. Many Member States had to adapt 
their integration services following social distancing measures and transferred integration and 
language courses online. 

However, if not used in an inclusive way and not accessible, digitalization of services can widen 
inequalities instead of narrowing them12. Migrants and EU citizens with a migrant background 
often face obstacles13 in accessing digital courses and services because of lack of infrastructure14, 
language barriers, lack of electronic identification means and digital trust services (such as 
electronic signature) or lack of the digital skills to use these services15. There is a risk of a growing 
digital divide developing in the EU, which can negatively impact EU citizens as well as migrants. 

                                                           
12 https://ec.europa.eu/migrant-integration/librarydoc/divides-impact-of-the-digital-divide-on-the-foreign-
population  
13 Cf. interesting comparison with migrants in Australia https://scoa.org.au/wp-
content/uploads/2021/01/Supporting-the-digital-inclusion-of-new-migrants-and-refugees.pdf and relevant 
practice in the UK https://ach.org.uk/news-and-features/digital-divide-how-can-we-bridge-gap 
14 E.g. 40% of rural areas still do not have access to high speed broadband   
15 8.1% of people born outside the EU report they cannot afford a computer, compared to 3.1% among those born 
in the reporting country, Eurostat, EU-SILC (2018 data). Parents from migrant households may have more difficulties 
in supporting their children in remote learning when they do not master the school language.   



6 
 

The digital divide is even more critical for migrant women16, therefore any economic and social 
recovery measures should reduce and alleviate the existing digital gap.  

This workshop would discuss how the digitalization of our societies can be made more inclusive. 
A part of the discussion would focus on the challenges for migrants created by the digitalization 
of services. The integration into a more digitalised labour market would another focus17, 
especially exploring ways how to integrate or reintegrate migrant women in the labour market 
in the digital era.  

Break-out sessions will enable participants to share good practices, experiences and knowledge 
in relation to both existing opportunities and obstacles. 

                                                           
16 Cf. RIDE PROJECT: Preliminary Study on the Inclusion for Digital Empowerment for Migrant Women in six European 
Countries  
17 Cf. the mapping done by the European Knowledge Community on Digital Inclusion, supported by the MEDICI 
project – Mapping the evolving Digital Inclusion landscape to support cohesion and integration and funded by the 
EU to identify, collect and map good practices in the field of Digital Inclusion for vulnerable groups in Europe.  
https://digitalinclusion.eu/  


