Assessing the impact of COVID19 on organized crime activities

The COVID-19 impact on organized crime is both
DIRECT (related to the restrictions
imposed by governments)

• Reduced flow of drugs across countries,
shortage of drugs in some markets,
disruption of drug air trafficking routes.
Short-term disruption.
• Shortage of Covid-related medical
products (e.g. PPE, disinfectant, test kits,
masks and vaccine) has provided
opportunities to organized crime
• Short-term variation on violence by
organized crime
• Strengthened governance by organized
crime groups

INDIRECT (related to the financial
crisis)
• Infiltration of organized criminal
groups (OCGs) in the licit economy
• Increased vulnerability of population
groups:
• increase in trafficking of people
living in countries with higher
unemployment
• Higher fees for smuggling
migrants?
• more persons vulnerable to join
organized crime activities
• Increased trafficking of falsified
medical products

COVID-19 as an opportunity to
strengthen the governance role of
organized criminal groups
• OCGs have engaged in illegal governance activities since the
onset of the pandemic
• OCGs’ governance activities encompass both the provision
of economic assistance and the enforcement of lockdown
measures
• Governance services have been provided by OCGs in
different forms:
•
•
•
•
•
•

direct sustenance
support to business
offering jobs
price control
health services
enforcing social distancing

With adequate supply of
containment and testing
products, less
opportunities for criminal
groups

Threat: gaps in treatment
products and vaccines will
bring great opportunities
to criminal groups

Target 16.4.
By 2030, significantly reduce illicit financial and arms flows, strengthen the
recovery and return of stolen assets and combat all forms of organized crime
Indicator 16.4.1
Total value of inward and outward illicit financial flows (in current United States
dollars)
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