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Today, 8 March 2021, it would seem shocking to talk about women's 
rights without taking into account the context set by COVID-19. 
 
I think we are already aware that this crisis has been detrimental to 
women as a group and in some cases has halted progress already 
achieved. On 17 March 2020, the EESC made a Declaration on COVID-
19, calling for European solidarity, and later, on 11 June, it also called 
for leaving no one behind in the reconstruction and recovery. And these 
strong messages are more valid today than ever. 
 

This period, one year on, has left us with evidence of how the crisis has exacerbated 
inequalities. But also how care work, generally in the hands of women, has become an 
obstacle to their professional development. 
 
Issues such as the reconciliation of professional and private life, or wage transparency are 
fundamental points on the road to equality, and on the road to an issue that is a cornerstone: 
the wage gap. 
 
The coronavirus outbreak has worsened already existing inequalities for women and girls 
globally; from health and economics, to security and social protection. 
 
Moreover, in some ways it has once again made women and their demands invisible. 
International organisations, such as the United Nations, are already warning of this 
phenomenon. 
 
Today more than ever, SDG 5 - Gender equality, SDG8 - Decent work and economic growth, 
and SDG13 - Climate action, seem more closely linked than ever. Without environmental 
sustainability and gender equality there will be no solid reconstruction. 
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