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Climate change is one of the bigger threats to sustainable 

development in the entire world. It is mainly the consequence of the 

current intensive mode of production, especially in industry but also 

in agriculture, which is mainly being followed by big businesses and 

the larger economic powers in several continents.  It is having direct 

implications in the life of our populations, and especially threatening 

the future generations 

The Climate Summit of 2019 and the Paris Agreement paved the way 

for a much-needed new approach, especially our common and 

decisive action to reduce greenhouse gases in order to attain carbon neutrality in 2050. 

But the worrying reality is that our society remains excessively dependant from fossil 

fuels and from wrong and very negative farming and livestock choices. At the same time, 

natural and semi-natural habitats are growingly destroyed through unceasing economic 

interests over pastures, wood products and other biomaterials. Several animal species are 

seriously threatened.    

In mainland Portugal, 25% of the national forest is occupied by eucalyptus, with only 2% of 

indigenous oak trees. Between 1990 and 2012, were burnt 2.5 million hectares of forest areas. 

63% of our territory is threatened with desertification.  

In farming and livestock, there is an increased diet based on meat, there is scarcity of water, 

higher temperatures, and a serious loss of productive soil as a result of desertification and 

urbanisation, technological innovation, increased use of fertilisers, pesticides, excessive water 

and energy. 

Family, small and medium farming is alarmingly disappearing, due to all this pressure, 

due to very low prices in the productions of these farmers, but also as a result of CAP 

orientations. In Portugal, nearly 80 % of the CAP funds are directed at the big farmers. 

We need to fight for a clear breakaway from this destructive model.  

We must adjust the human diet to a model of farming that uses and optimises the 

ecological processes occurring in the natural ecosystems. We need more technological 

research and to fight for the citizens’ awareness, but also for the social conditionality of 

funding and fiscal penalties linked to the trade of intensive farming and livestock products. 

 

Civil Society organisations and the social partners play a crucial role in the struggle 

for a new path leading to a sustainable and green economy in each of our countries, 

in Europe and in the whole world. 
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https://www.un.org/en/climatechange/2019-climate-action-summit
https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-paris-agreement/the-paris-agreement
https://ec.europa.eu/clima/policies/strategies/2050_en#tab-0-0


My own trade union Confederation, the CGTP-IN, is actively involved in this decisive combat 

of the workers, trade unions and mankind. « There are no jobs in a dead world », as the ETUC 

declared. 

 

With its constant and determined action and proposals, the EESC, and particularly its NAT 

Section, is strongly contributing to an urgent fair transition that assures quality jobs, with 

rights, decent work in a society of low carbon and in a healthy planet for all. 
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