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ANEC on current EU packaging rules

Current "essential requirements" of Packaging Directive are vague and 
do not give clear instructions to business on how to reduce, reuse and 
recycle packaging, thus limiting its enforcement. 

CEN Standards associated do not provide more detailed provisions.

ANEC urges the development of detailed legal requirements.
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ANEC on Review of EU packaging rules

• Prevention needs to be top priority:

❑ Establishing reduction goals for single use packaging.

❑ setting clear-cut and enforceable rules for prevention of excessive
packaging and banning specific forms of packaging.

❑ Essential to prevent use of hazardous chemicals both to protect
consumers and prevent impediments to recycling.
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Our recommendations:
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ANEC on Review of EU packaging rules

• Reuse

Systematic expansion of reuse systems at the expense of single use
packaging, wherever possible and useful. To achieve that:

❑ product-specific reuse targets;

❑ a ban on corresponding single-use product systems;

❑ standardising the shapes and other features of reuse containers,
alongside tax incentives.
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Our recommendations:
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ANEC on Review of EU packaging rules

Recycling with precaution

Recycling be promoted only when contamination arising from problematic
chemicals can be excluded:

• If homogenous and clean waste streams can be ensured.

• Excess of packaging material and their chemical composition cut severely.

• Material composition of packaging applications specified and conforming
packages labelled as fit for recycling.

• Such materials separately collected (e.g. PET bottles or PE/PP containers).
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Assessment of proposed revision in the Packaging 
and Packaging Waste Regulation (PPWR) 
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New Packaging and Packaging Waste Regulation 
(PPWR) 

Change of legal format from Directive to a Regulation.

Prevention: ban unnecessary packaging, limit over-packaging, minimise volume
and layers of packaging with attention to safety and functionality

Reuse: definitions; promote reusable and refillable packaging; harmonisation and
mandatory requirements for reusable packaging formats; Sector specific reuse
targets.

Recycling: mandatory deposit return systems for plastic bottles and aluminium
cans.

Labelling: harmonised for reusable packaging, EU wide waste sorting instructions.
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Improvements in the Commission’s proposal of 30 November 2022
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PPWR - What can be improved

• Prevention: call on institutions to set more ambitious targets.

• Recycling: has an important focus compared to reduction and reuse.
Should not only consider end of life operation but also to protect human
health

• Restrictions on the use of hazardous substances mainly via REACH;
we call for the setting of clear-cut limits for hazardous chemicals such as a
general ban on CMRs and SVHCs

• Recycled content targets for plastics packaging including beverage
bottles.

• Recycled content in FCMs: concern that this is looked at before FCMs
regulation is revised.
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