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The EU-Moldova Civil Society Platform1 (CSP) is one of the bodies set up under the Association 
Agreement between the European Union (EU) and the Republic of Moldova (hereinafter the 
"Association Agreement"). It enables civil society organisations from both sides to monitor the 
implementation process, to draft recommendations for the relevant authorities on the two sides, and 
to endorse declarations that outline the progress achieved and address issues of concern.  
The ninth CSP meeting was held on 24 May. CSP members discussed the state of play regarding the 
implementation of the Association Agreement, as well as Moldova's EU membership application, the 
consequences of the energy crisis and the informal economy in Moldova. 

 

With regard to the Moldova's EU membership application, the CSP members: 
 
1. welcome the application for EU membership submitted by the Republic of Moldova and 

emphasise that Moldova belonged to the European family; stress that the EU's support needs to 
be comprehensive and non-ambiguous, and in this regard call on the European Council to grant 
to the Republic of Moldova EU candidate status at its meeting in June 2022, following a 
favourable opinion of the European Commission, and to effectively support Moldova's 
European prospects to become an integral part of the EU, based on merit and on full compliance 
with the established criteria; 

 
2. back the resolution issued by the European Parliament on 5 May in support of granting Moldova 

EU candidate status in line with Article 49 of the Treaty of European Union and on the basis of 
merit; they agree that in the meantime, the European Union and Moldova should continue work 
on integrating the country into the EU single market and on strengthening enhanced cooperation 
on the EU social and environmental 'acquis', including at sectoral level, while also pointing to 
the need to extend the areas of defence and security cooperation to strengthen the effective 
resilience of Moldovan statehood; 

 
3. welcome the results of the EaP Index for 2020-20212 released by the Eastern Partnership Civil 

Society Forum stating that Moldova, along with Ukraine and Georgia, was on track to meet the 
Copenhagen criteria; 

 
With regard to the war in Ukraine, the CSP members: 
 
4. condemn in the strongest possible terms the aggression against independent, sovereign and 

democratic Ukraine by the Russian Federation; 

 

                                                           
1 The EU-Moldova Civil Society Platform's documents are available at https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/sections-other-

bodies/other/eu-moldova-civil-society-platform/events. 
2  https://eap-csf.eu/eastern-partnership-index/#section-fillup-1 
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5. express deep concerns about destabilisation attempts and tensions coming from the region of 
Transnistria; in this regard, they underscore that the military threat faced by Moldova should 
not be considered while underestimating the economic and social risks; 

 
6. pay tribute to the authorities, civil society and citizens of the Republic of Moldova for providing 

support and humanitarian aid to refugees from Ukraine and underscore the outstanding 
solidarity shown by people of Moldova; point out that Moldova is the country with the highest 
influx of refugees per capita;  

 
7. welcome the support provided by the European Union to the Republic of Moldova either directly 

or via the EU Civil Protection Mechanism aiming at mitigating the impact of the humanitarian 
crisis caused by the Russian aggression in the neighbouring country and increasing Moldova's 
resilience, and stress that the continuation of this support was key; 

 
Furthermore, the CSP members: 
 
8. welcome the conclusions of the latest EU-Moldova Association Council, which positively 

assessed the progress made by the Republic of Moldova in implementing the Association 
Agreement, especially in the areas of the fight against corruption, the judiciary and the fight 
against poverty;  

 
9. welcome the launch of the Moldova Support Platform on 5 April 2022 in Berlin, co-chaired by 

Germany, France and Romania, pledging an initial amount of EUR 695 million in assistance 
from international partners, which will lay a solid basis for the EU Resilience Package for 
Moldova; 
 

10. recommend establishing an autonomous institution that could represent employers', workers' 
and other civil society organisations in the Republic of Moldova, similar to the European 
Economic and Social Committee; 

 
11. call on the Government of the Republic of Moldova to improve social dialogue and collective 

bargaining processes, in cooperation with the social partners through the tripartite council;  
 

12. highlight the need to speed up the unification of minimum wages, in line with the outcome of 
the negotiations between the social dialogue partners; 

 
13. call on the Government of the Republic of Moldova to urgently develop and adopt a national 

policy document focused on combating undeclared (informal) work and informally paid wages; 

 
14. call for the ensuring of strict compliance with the commitment undertaken by the Republic of 

Moldova under Article 371 of the EU-Moldova Association Agreement (ratified by Law No 
112/2014), which does not allow the encouraging of trade or investment by reducing the level 
of protection provided under national legislation in the field of the environment or labour; 
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15. object to the promotion of amendments to the Labour Code No 154/2003, which contradict 
international labour standards (ILO Conventions, EU Directives, revised European Social 
Charter, etc.) and diminish the rights and guarantees of employees; 

 
16. welcome the continues support provided by the Energy Community as well as through 

RepowerEU and the EU energy purchase platform, helping Moldova overcome the energy crisis 
exacerbated by the war in Ukraine and rising prices, while contributing to strengthening energy 
security; in this regard, they emphasise the need to accelerate Moldova's adaptation to market 
rules and drivers, and to implement EU-related energy norms, i.e. transparency, sustainability 
and diversification, in the meantime;  

 
17. welcome the ratification by the Parliament of Moldova of the Optional Protocol to the United 

Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, by which Moldova reaffirmed the obligations 
to promote and protect the rights of the child set out in the UN Convention on the Rights of the 
Child and expressed commitment to continue to apply national legislation in this area; 

 
18. urge national authorities to initiate the process of ratification by the Republic of Moldova of 

ILO Convention No 190 on Violence and Harassment; 

 
19. call for adjustment of the national normative framework (Law No 131/2012 on state control of 

entrepreneurial activity and Law No 140/2001 on the State Labour Inspectorate) with the 
provisions of ILO Conventions No 81 on Labour Inspection and No 129 Labour Inspection 
(Agriculture); 
 

20. welcome the progress made by the Republic of Moldova in the area of press freedom, underline 
the importance of independent media, stress the need to design strategies to fight against fake 
news and disinformation in order to make the media environment more resilient to cyberattacks, 
and call on the Government of Moldova to improve the media environment; in this regard, they 
positively assess the proposed amendments to the Code of Audiovisual Media Services and the 
involvement of civil society and media representatives in the process; 

 
21. request the lifting of roaming charges for mobile communications following the example of 

Romania, based on EU practices, as well as the taking of further steps towards energy and ICT 
interconnection, and the modernisation of the road/rail interconnection infrastructure between 
the EU and the Republic of Moldova; 

 
22. call for the necessary support from the Moldovan authorities to bring Moldova into the Single 

Euro Payments Area (SEPA), and are pleased to see the implementation of many initiatives in 
this regard; 

 
23. encourage the boosting of digital transformation of all permitting and reporting systems relevant 

to the opening, running and closing of businesses.  

 
24. call on both the Government of Moldova and the European Commission to decide on the 

appropriate framework and steps to ensure that the 2021 recovery package of EUR 600 million 
will be restored and will boost economic development and social resilience, while underlining 
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the importance of exploring the creation of new financial support instruments, ensuring that the 
European funds meet the conditionalities relating to judicial and anticorruption reforms and 
results; 

 
25. call on the EU to suspend import tariffs on products from the Republic of Moldova in order to 

reduce the economic impact of the war of Ukraine; 

 
26. encourage the increasing of quotas on agricultural products in order to support Moldovan 

farmers affected by the loss of their market caused by the war in Ukraine; 

 
27. underscore the need to enhance EU-Moldova cooperation in the area of education, vocational 

training and science, in particular in the framework of the Erasmus+ programme, with the long-
term objective of reducing the share of the informal economy. 

 
 

 
 

 


