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FOREWORD
World trade, a new paradigm?

Séamus BOLAND (IE)
President, Civil Society Organisations’ Group

There is a phrase 
that emerged 
after World War II 
which says: “Make 
trade not war”. 
No doubt, the 
authors believed 
that civilisation, 
especially in 
Europe, would 

never again contemplate descending into 
another calamitous war.

Cordell Hull, U.S. Secretary of State from 
1933 to 1944, further elaborated this 
sentiment, when saying: “I have never 
faltered, and I will never falter in my belief 
that enduring peace and the welfare of 
nations are indissolubly connected with 
friendliness, fairness, equality, and the 
maximum practicable degree of freedom 
in international trade”1.

Since then, world trade has evolved, 
taking on the mantle of fairness 
and sustainability. While the various 
world trade agreements2 might be 
controversial, at least they were enabled 
at a time where peace was paramount. 
Of course, war is not the only factor 
that must be considered, even though 
it is now a major disrupter to trade. For 
Europe in particular, there are the rising 
tensions between the USA and China, the 
general fragmentation of supply chains 
and the fact that we are dependent on 
key supplies coming from these areas of 
the world. Equally, the reality of climate 
change means that we need to ensure 
that trading patterns comply with the 
generally agreed worldview that for the 
sake of future generations, emissions 
need to be drastically cut. In achieving 
these goals, the momentum set by all 
governments to ensure the eradication 
of poverty needs to continue, otherwise 

the values and principles that allowed the 
establishment of the EU will be seriously 
undermined.

The challenge for EU Member States, 
will hinge on their ability to design a 
new world trading order. There is huge 
urgency to begin such a process sooner 
rather than later. There is a real fear that 
the EU, having created a Europe based on 
a ‘de facto Solidarity’ (Robert Schuman), 
could lose that solidarity because of the 
predominance of national interests in 
these constantly trying times. We must 
also strive for our strategic autonomy, 
especially in the supply of raw materials 
and energy.

On 30 March, our Group will host a 
conference3  on Civil society organisations 
defending and strengthening European 
democracy. The objective of this 
conference is to highlight the importance 
of protecting and strengthening true 
democratic values, where freedom, 
equality and justice linked to lasting 
sustainability measures are paramount. 
In that context, it is now more 
important than ever to give a voice and 
role to civil society organisations to 
protect democratic values, which are 
unfortunately currently under great 
threat. Therefore, in determining where 
the new paradigm shift in terms of 
trade will head, it will be necessary to 
ensure that these values are upheld and 
respected.

Séamus Boland
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WORLD TRADE, A NEW PARADIGM?
Can our planet afford its obsession with growing world trade?

Ioannis  
VARDAKASTANIS (EL)
Vice-President, 
Civil Society 
Organisations’ 
Group
President,  

Greek National Confederation of 
Disabled People (NCDP)
President, European Disability Forum
President, International Disability 
Alliance (IDA)
Member, Economic and Social Council of 
Greece (OKE)
Member, Greek National Commission of 
Human Rights (EEDA)

An increasingly global economy has 
afforded us economic growth and 
delivered prosperity to parts of the 
world that had not known it before. 
This prosperity, however, comes at 
a cost. With the amount of goods 
and services being traded around 
the world increasing at an almost 
exponential rate, it is becoming 
increasingly difficult to manage our 
planet’s resources in a sustainable 
manner.

The most immediate and visible 
dangers of global trade come in the 
form of emissions released by the 
transportation of goods. Shipping, 
air freight and the trucking industry 
are responsible for undeniably large 
emissions of carbon dioxide (CO2) 
and other air pollutants. Shipping 
alone makes up over 3% of global 
CO2 emissions. The massive scale of 
global trade has also led to the mass 
exploitation of natural resources 
such as forests, and resulted in a rise 
in pollution caused by the production 
and consumption of these goods.

As a society we have become 
accustomed to getting what we want, 
when we want it. In Europe we import 
fruit and vegetables from the other 

side of the world that can be grown 
on our own soil, just so we can enjoy 
them all year round. The question 
that arises is whether the benefits of 
this growth in world trade are worth 
the consequences it is having on our 
planet.

As humanity’s impact on the earth 
becomes increasingly grievous, the 
most urgent challenge facing global 
trade is to explore how to become 
more conscious about what we 
export and import, to what extent 
the shipping of certain goods around 
the world is essential, and how to 
distribute those goods that we deem 
necessary in a way impacts the natural 
world as little as possible.

Energy trade after Russia’s invasion of Ukraine

Baiba MILTOVIČA 
(LV)
President, EESC 
TEN section
International and 
EU Affairs Adviser, 
Latvian National 

Association for Consumer Protection 
(LPIAA)
Member, European Consumer 
Consultative Group (ECCG)

It has been one year since Russia 
invaded Ukraine, an act that delivered 
a massive shock to global energy 
markets and a crippling blow to 
Russia’s relationship with its biggest 
customer, the European Union. Until 
now, the EU was buying around 50% 

of Russia’s oil exports and over 60% 
of its gas exports. It is also important 
to remember that Europe has been 
fortunate to have had mild weather 
this winter. It cannot afford to assume 
the same thing will happen next 
winter!

The REPowerEU Plan1 is definitely a step 
in the right direction towards ensuring 
independence from Russian gas 
and oil supply, and to making stable 
and affordable energy available to our 
citizens and businesses. 

While the transition towards a cleaner 
and more sustainable energy system 
must remain the priority, the 
diversification of supply is key to a 
fast and effective reaction to the crisis.  

It is crucial to compensate for lost 
energy supplies without creating new 
long-term dependencies on fossil 
fuels. To this end, recent EESC opinions2 
drew attention to the possibility of 
voluntary common purchase and 
to the establishment of long-term 
international partnerships through 
the new EU Energy Platform3.
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1. REPowerEU is the European Commission’s plan 
to make Europe independent from Russian fossil 
fuels well before 2030, in light of Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine, https://europa.eu/!wbD6NW
2. EESC Energy markets related opinions: https://
europa.eu/!TYrvbT
3. EU Energy Platform aims at coordinating EU 
action and negotiations with external upstream 
suppliers to prevent EU countries outbidding each 
other, and at using the weight of the EU - as one of 
the biggest consumers of gas in the world - to achieve 
better conditions for all EU consumers, https://europa.
eu/!7BBFWM 

Ioannis Vardakastanis © EESC

Baiba MILTOVIČA © EESC

https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal/repowereu-affordable-secure-and-sustainable-energy-europe_en
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/our-work/opinions-information-reports/opinions/energy-markets/opinions?search=&status=39
https://energy.ec.europa.eu/topics/energy-security/eu-energy-platform_en
https://europa.eu/!wbD6NW
https://europa.eu/!TYrvbT
https://europa.eu/!TYrvbT
https://europa.eu/!7BBFWM
https://europa.eu/!7BBFWM
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1. World Trade Organisation, https://www.wto.org/
2. WTO, GAAT, https://www.wto.org/english/docs_e/
legal_e/gatt47_01_e.htm 
3. WTO, GATS, https://www.wto.org/english/
tratop_e/serv_e/gatsqa_e.htm
4. WTO, The Doah Round, https://www.wto.org/
english/tratop_e/dda_e/dda_e.htm
5. The broken legs of Global Trade - WTO, https://
www.wto.org/english/forums_e/public_forum12_e/
art_pf12_e/art10.htm
6. European Commission, agreements in focus, 
https://europa.eu/!3yqvVf

Juraj SIPKO © EESC

Elena SINKEVIČIŪTĖ © EESC

One year after the start of the war, the 
EU’s energy panorama has significantly 
changed. Gas imports from Russia 
have been significantly reduced 
and compensated by an increase of 
Liquified Natural Gas (LNG) imports 
from other suppliers. Even so, the focus 
on substituting gas supplies must 
remain a temporary and transitional 

solution, while working towards a more 
reliable and sustainable system of local 
renewable supply.

Looking at recent figures on energy 
from renewable sources in countries 
like Germany, Spain and Denmark, or 
at the proposed investments in new 
energy infrastructures (massive wind 

generator plants at sea, hydrogen 
pipelines, etc.), we can see that we are 
making good progress. As civil society 
representatives, we would like to see 
more in terms of local communities 
producing their own energy – a step 
in the right direction for civil society 
taking ownership of the much-needed 
energy transition.

The role of the WTO and its possible reform

Juraj SIPKO (SK)
Director, Institute 
of Economic 
Research, Slovak 
Academy of 
Sciences

The World Trade 
Organization1 is in need of urgent 
reform.

At the end of the Second World War, 
industrialised countries sought to 
gradually reshape the institutional 
set-up and move towards mutually 
beneficial cooperation in the 
monetary, financial and international 
trade fields. Their efforts in the field 
of international trade resulted in 
the establishment of the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade – GATT2 
– in 1947. While GATT was in operation, 
significant results were achieved in 
the liberalisation of world trade, 
tariffs were significantly lowered 
and qualitative and quantitative 
restrictions reduced. This also led to 

the adoption and implementation in 
practice of the General Agreement on 
Trade in Services – GATS3 – as well as 
agreements on intellectual property.

The number of member countries 
gradually increased, from the 23 
original signatories. With an increasing 
number of new GATT members, 
this multilateral international trade 
agreement was renamed the World 
Trade Organization (WTO) on 1 January 
1995. There are currently 164 WTO 
members. 

Comparing the effectiveness of GATT 
and the WTO, it is clear that the WTO has 
achieved incomparably weaker results 
compared to GATT. The Doha Round4 
of negotiations, which started in 2001, 
has failed to reach a conclusion5. The 
aim of these negotiations was to reach 
an agreement that would help poor 
countries in the area of subsidies. 
Recently, the WTO’s effectiveness has 
been undermined by the introduction 
of tariffs between the two largest 

trading partners, i.e. the US and China.

One of the greatest achievements 
since the founding of the WTO has 
been establishing the streamlined 
panel as part of its mechanism for 
settling disputes in world trade. 
The panel system has broken 
down following the United States’ 
blockage of appointments to the body 
concerned.

We are currently witnessing complicated 
geo-economic developments and the 
fragmentation of global trade. Given 
the complexity and unpredictability 
of further economic and geo 
economic developments, one of 
the top priorities for the WTO is to 
get the panel system for dispute 
settlement up and running again. 
In addition, urgent reform is needed 
in a number of areas, including on 
voting rights and the introduction 
of new measures aimed at mutually 
beneficial cooperation among all WTO 
members.

The rule of law is not just a nice extra

Elena SINKEVIČIŪTĖ 
(LT)
Representative, 
Lithuanian Youth 
Council

EU trade agree-
ments6 are meant 

to privilege our special partnerships 
with other countries to benefit signees 
and strengthen economic ties. While it 
is true that increasing and easing our 
key imports and exports is beneficial, 
isolated economic trade gains should 
not jeopardise our values and hurt 

European economies through other 
means. There is no doubt that all 
agreements benefit some European 
businesses, agricultural producers 
and consumers to an extent, whether 
through attractive pricing, bigger 
variety, or access to the latest 
technologies. However, gains for our 
economies should not be calculated 
or estimated in isolation from social, 
environmental and safety factors. 

Trading with a country that does 
not follow any sustainable farming 
rules will, in the long run, bring the 

negative effects of climate change to 
our doorstep. Negotiating trade deals 
with a country that continues living 
off Russian gas makes our investments 
in Ukraine counterproductive, in the 

https://www.wto.org/
https://www.wto.org/english/docs_e/legal_e/gatt47_01_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/docs_e/legal_e/gatt47_01_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/serv_e/gatsqa_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/serv_e/gatsqa_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/dda_e/dda_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/dda_e/dda_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/forums_e/public_forum12_e/art_pf12_e/art10.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/forums_e/public_forum12_e/art_pf12_e/art10.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/forums_e/public_forum12_e/art_pf12_e/art10.htm
https://europa.eu/!3yqvVf
https://www.wto.org
https://www.wto.org
https://www.wto.org/english/docs_e/legal_e/gatt47_01_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/serv_e/gatsqa_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/dda_e/dda_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/forums_e/public_forum12_e/art_pf12_e/art10.htm
https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/eu-trade-relationships-country-and-region/negotiations-and-agreements_en
https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/eu-trade-relationships-country-and-region/negotiations-and-agreements_en
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same way that benefiting from cheap 
labour abroad devalues the European 
labour market. 

The values the EU stands and works 
for internally and externally are not 
simply for us here to cherish. Social 
and environmental requirements 
in trade agreements must be a 
norm, not just a nice extra. It is futile 
to hope that once our partner country 
starts benefiting economically from 
our trade they will invest all gains in 
the environment, labour conditions or 
human rights protection at home. This 

hope has been dashed all 
too often. For this reason, 
civil society and the EESC 
continue to push for a 
fairer, more transparent 
negotiation process for 
EU trade agreements. 
Our privileged trade 
relationships allow us to 
demand accountability and 
investment in a fairer and 
more sustainable global 
economy. Not to do so 
would be a great shame. 

© witsarut sakorn, Shutterstock

A stronger role for European cooperatives in global trade?

Agnès MATHIS
Director, 
Cooperatives 
Europe1

While the first two 
decades of the 
millennium saw 

an intensification of trade relations 
with lower tariffs and the removal of 
other barriers, the recent geopolitical 
tensions and the pandemic have led 
European countries to rethink their 
supply and value chains, thus 
affecting cooperatives and other 
businesses alike. 

In recent years the situation has 
become increasingly complex as 
we have seen the proliferation of 
technical barriers, in the form of 
product safety or quality standards, 
as well as increasingly protectionist 
policies. Strong trading nations are 
factoring geopolitics, standards of 

governance and their own strategic 
needs into their trade policies. 
This does not always reflect the 
interests of cooperatives which are 
faced with the growing need to 
adapt to the volatility of the global 
trading system.

At the EU level, we see the 
establishment of trading preferences 
through labour, environmental and 
technical standards. However, trade 
agreements like Mercosur2 pose 
real risks for cooperatives and other 
businesses with high technical and 
sustainability standards. For example, 
various Mercosur countries3 do not 
meet the same quality, sanitary 
or traceability standards that our 
agricultural cooperatives uphold4. 

In light of the EU’s effort to build 
resilient supply chains that are less 
vulnerable to geopolitical tensions 
and changes in trade policy, one 

could highlight the cooperative 
example. European cooperatives 
play a strong role in offering a more 
sustainable, resilient and flexible 
alternative to traditional business 
models, with a focus on collective 
responsibility, social cohesion, 
democratic decision-making and 
ethical business practices.

As new elements of international 
trade governance are incorporated 
into value chain design, cooperatives 
can help to ensure that better labour 
and environmental standards, as 
well as gender equity considerations, 
are taken into account alongside the 
costs of materials, labour, overheads, 
intangibles and tariffs. Cooperatives 
and other alternative business 
models could play a vital role in 
presenting a new way of thinking 
about global trade. By focusing on 
the example of cooperative models, 
businesses and policymakers alike 
can help to create a more sustainable 
and equitable global trade paradigm 
that benefits all stakeholders.

1. Cooperatives Europe was founded in 2005 
and works to promote the cooperative business 
model at European level, https://coopseurope.
coop/
2. European Commission, Mercosur, https://
europa.eu/!6ft78K
3. Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay, and Uruguay
4. CIBE Europe, press release, https://www.cibe-
europe.eu/Data/Files/CDP(21)855EN%5b1%5d.
pdf

Agnès MATHIS © EESC 

© Getty Images

https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/eu-trade-relationships-country-and-region/countries-and-regions/mercosur_en
https://coopseurope.coop/
https://coopseurope.coop/
https://europa.eu/!6ft78K
https://europa.eu/!6ft78K
https://www.cibe-europe.eu/Data/Files/CDP(21)855EN%5b1%5d.pdf
https://www.cibe-europe.eu/Data/Files/CDP(21)855EN%5b1%5d.pdf
https://www.cibe-europe.eu/Data/Files/CDP(21)855EN%5b1%5d.pdf
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WHAT IS EESC OPINION ECO/591 ALL ABOUT?
An interview with Louise Grabo, co-rapporteur for the EESC opinion 
ECO/591 on Crypto Assets – Challenges and opportunities1

Louise GRABO (SE)
President, EESC Observatory of the Digital Transition and the Single Market
Youth representative, National Council of Swedish Youth Organisations (LSU)
Secretary General, SweFinTech, Swedish FinTech Association

What are the three main findings of this opinion?

R e g u l a t i o n 
is needed to secure consumer 
protection, ensure financial stability 
and prevent fraud and money 
laundering within the crypto 
ecosystem.

The Markets in Crypto-Assets2 (MiCa) 
regulation  is long awaited, it will 
define different types of crypto 
companies and put them under 
supervision.

The market for crypto assets in the EU 
is fragmented today; the regulation 

will legalise them and could 
probably create a market for actors 
within the crypto and blockchain3 
field in the EU. This could create more 
innovation and level the playing field 
for crypto asset players in the EU.

How could these issues be addressed? What are the three main recommendations or proposals of the opinion?

Crypto assets have been handled in 
different ways in different regions of 
the world. Countries such as Russia 
and China have banned crypto, but 
countries such as El Salvador for 
example have made it legal tender. 
In Miami, they have created their 
own digital currency, MiamiCoin4. 

Crypto could be very useful in coun-

tries with undeveloped financial 
system, with undemocratic leaders 
and unstable economic systems. The 
expression “banking the unbanked” 
is very common in this context, 
and crypto assets can be a way for 
citizens to pay, invest and transfer 
money between countries. Crypto 
currencies are sometimes known for 

scams and money laundering, but 
the good examples of crypto are not 
so well known around here. Did you 
know for example that the Ukrainian 
government, together with an NGO, 
has collected over €63.8 million 
dollar from more than 120 000 crypto 
asset donations since the start of the 
Russian invasion?

The market is developing quickly, do you have any additional demands or proposals, which are not mentioned 
in the opinion?

The development of CBDCs – Central 
Bank Digital Currencies5 – is a 
response to the low use of cash and 
the development of crypto assets. 

The Digital Euro6 is a very interesting 
initiative that has come a long way. 
It will either connect or compete 
with the crypto world, which is very 

interesting and something the EESC 
should keep an eye on in the future.

In your view, what role do and will crypto assets play in world trade?

We are still at an early stage for 
crypto assets and the underlying 
technology. Blockchain technology 
will be more broadly used in the 

future. Crypto today is mostly used 
as an asset, rather than a payment 
method. In the future, when 
blockchain techniques are more 

developed, we might see crypto 
assets used in new innovative ways.

After the adoption of this opinion, what have you done/will you do to promote it?

I will attend a seminar in the Parlia-
ment on the MiCA regulation, and I 

will visit the Politico Finance Summit 
in Paris at the end of March.

The opinion was presented and adopted at the September plenary session in 2022. Read the EESC opinion on Crypto Assets 
– Challenges and opportunities at: https://europa.eu/!pRxy4G

Louise GRABO © EESC

1. EESC opinion ECO/591, https://europa.eu/!pRxy4G
2. EUR-Lex, Proposal for a REGULATION OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF THE COUNCIL on Markets in Crypto-assets, and amending Directive (EU) 

2019/1937, https://europa.eu/!YrCHnB
3. EIOPA, Blockchain and crypto assets, https://europa.eu/!Wgf7YT
4. Coinbase, MiamiCoin (MIA): https://www.coinbase.com/price/miamicoin
5. European Data Protection Supervisor, CBDC, https://europa.eu/!dVVPVt
6. European Central Bank, Digital euro, https://europa.eu/!Fvx9DP

https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/our-work/opinions-information-reports/opinions/crypto-assets-challenges-and-opportunities
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=COM:2020:593:FIN
https://www.eiopa.europa.eu/browse/digitalisation-and-financial-innovation/blockchain-and-crypto-assets_en
https://edps.europa.eu/press-publications/publications/techsonar/central-bank-digital-currency_en
https://edps.europa.eu/press-publications/publications/techsonar/central-bank-digital-currency_en
https://www.ecb.europa.eu/paym/digital_euro/html/index.en.html
https://europa.eu/!pRxy4G
https://europa.eu/!pRxy4G
https://europa.eu/!YrCHnB
https://europa.eu/!Wgf7YT
https://www.coinbase.com/price/miamicoin
https://europa.eu/!dVVPVt
https://europa.eu/!Fvx9DP
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COMMENTS ON CURRENT AFFAIRS
Civil Society Days 2023

Jan DIRX (NL)
Vice-President, 
Civil Society 
Organisations’ 
Group
Liaison Officer, 
Groene11 (Green11), 

Dutch nature and environmental 
organisations

Civil society organisations (CSOs) are 
now more important than ever, both 
for social cohesion and for democracy 
in Europe. These words, from the 
invitation to the Civil Society Days1 
issued by the EESC and the Liaison 
Group2, were well and truly embodied 

not only in the opening and closing 
sessions but also in the eight working 
groups organised over the three days.

This major event was held on the EESC’s 
premises from 1 to 3 March – happily, 
it could once again be held in person 
after three years of cancellations and 
online-only events, and it was clear 
from the large number of attendees 
from all over Europe how much this 
was appreciated. Many of the working 
groups had to be moved into the 
largest room due to massive demand.

Of course, concerns were raised in 
several of the working groups about 
developments in various EU countries 

in the areas of poverty, minority rights, 
democratic freedoms, the position 
and funding of CSOs, etc. But the 
participants, many of them young, 
representing a wide range of CSOs, 
radiated dynamism, optimism and 
fighting spirit. And it was clear that 
being able to meet and learn from 
each other in this way had real added 
value, giving a sense of solidarity that 
brings strength. Proof that the topic 
the organisers chose for this year was 
a very appropriate one: Civil Society 
Organisations: a pillar of democracy 
and a key player to overcome current 
challenges. I am looking forward to 
the next edition in 2024.

YEYS – Future-proofing our democracy

A comment on the EESC’s ‘Your Europe, 
Your Say!3 event, which will be held in 
Brussels on 23-24 March 2023

Cillian LOHAN (IE)
Vice-President 
in charge of 
Communication, 
EESC
CEO, Green 
Economy 
Foundation

The youth movement has shown 
its power – especially in the field of 
climate action. Young activists have 
raised their voices to such a volume that 
they can no longer be ignored. They 
have achieved what years of climate 
science could not. They achieved what 
years of environmentalists could not. 
They have driven the climate agenda 
and forced the decision-makers of 
the world to listen and to change. The 
youth movement has shown us the 

power of a collective voice united 
with a clear message. 

I am proud to host the Committee’s 
main youth event Your Europe, Your 
Say! (YEYS) this year with the theme: 
Youth Democracy Dialogues, to 
amplify those voices and to help the 
next generation see how the EU works 
from the inside.

Group III is the home of civil society 
organisations in the EESC. We, its 
Members, bring the voices of real 
citizens actively involved in our 
communities to the corridors of power 
in Brussels. In the context of the 
European Parliament elections next 
year, it is essential that we mobilise 
our constituents and demand strong 
engagement from civil society in our 
democratic processes, just as we have 
seen from our young people.

1. EESC, Civil Society Days 2023, https://europa.
eu/!VCJfJH 
2. EESC Liaison Group, https://europa.eu/!bcxgtY
3. Your Europe, Your Say! 2023, http://eesc.europa.
eu/yeys2023

C
IV

IL
 S

O
C

IE
TY

 O
R

G
A

N
IS

AT
IO

N
S’

 B
U

LL
ET

IN

https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/agenda/our-events/events/civil-society-days-2023
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/sections-other-bodies/other/liaison-group-european-civil-society-organisations-and-networks
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/sections-other-bodies/other/liaison-group-european-civil-society-organisations-and-networks
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/agenda/our-events/events/your-europe-your-say-2023
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/agenda/our-events/events/your-europe-your-say-2023
https://europa.eu/!VCJfJH
https://europa.eu/!VCJfJH
https://europa.eu/!bcxgtY
http://eesc.europa.eu/yeys2023
http://eesc.europa.eu/yeys2023
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1. MEP Sergey Lagodinsky was rapporteur for the 
report with recommendations to the Commission on 
a statute for European cross-border associations and 
non-profit organisations, https://europa.eu/!TJJCyF
2. EESC information report SOC/639, https://europa.
eu/!v7FwNV

Sergey LAGODINSKY  
© European Parliament

Check the EESC information 
report2 on “Creation of 
a European statute for 
associations and NGOs 
incorporating a precise 
definition of an NGO or a 
European association“ at: 
https://europa.eu/!v7FwNV 

YEYS contributes to that. It inspires 
participation, promotes action, and 
helps students understand their value. 
It brings the institutions closer to 
communities and to young people, but 
perhaps more importantly it brings the 

youth closer to our institutions. YEYS 
reminds us of the vibrancy of young 
minds and forces us to acknowledge 
that we need long-term solutions, 
even for our most pressing urgent 
problems.

YEYS is an exchange of ideas and 
perspectives. YEYS is future-proofing 
our democracy.

Are you interested in the Your Europe, Your Say! 2023 event on ‘Youth Democracy Dialogues’? 

Follow the event live via webstreaming at: http://eesc.europa.eu/yeys2023-webstreaming

REFLECTIONS
Civil society is vital for European democracy 

Sergey LAGODINSKY
Member of 
the European 
Parliament,
Group of the 
Greens/European 
Free Alliance

While commercial interests have had 
the opportunity to establish “European 
economic interest groupings” and 
“European companies” since 1985 and 
2004 respectively, efforts to give civil 
society the means to establish itself 
at European level through “European 
associations” failed in the early 1990s. 
Most recently, a proposal to establish 
“European foundations” did not find 
the Member States’ support in the 
early 2010s.

The fact remains that politics, 
governments, and European society 
at large, rely on civic engagement. 
Most recently, within hours and 
days, individuals and groups came 
together to organise donations for the 
thousands that lost their homes and 
belongings in the series of devastating 
earthquakes in Türkiye. Similarly, for a 
year now, volunteers throughout the 
EU, whether organised in associations 
or not, have put in place infrastructure 

to welcome those fleeing the deadly 
Russian war on Ukraine.

With its 2022 legislative-initiative 
report entitled A statute for European 
cross-border associations and non-
profit organisations1, the European 
Parliament asks the Commission to 
bring forward legislation and to finally 
answer the call for a European status 
for civil society. The report, for which 
I was the rapporteur, contains two 
instruments: A Regulation establishing 
“European association” as a legal form 
in addition to those existing at national 
level, and a Directive establishing 
common minimum standards for non-
profit organisations in the EU.

Since the adoption of the report, the 
European Commission has announced 
that it will bring forward a legislative 
proposal within the framework of its 
Social Economy Package in June of 
this year. I hope that the Commission’s 
draft will provide the much needed 
improvements and legal certainty for 
civil society organisations throughout 
the EU.

More than ever today, we see European 
civil society’s power to contribute 
to the common good. Whether that 
means providing food and shelter to 
those displaced, fleeing natural or 

man-made disasters, or otherwise 
in need; whether cultivating and 
protecting heritage, arts and culture 
across borders; or whether holding 
those in power to account for their 
decisions or indecisiveness.

The European Parliament is ready 
to make sure that the legislation 
delivers meaningful and tangible 
improvements for civil society actors 
to enable them to continue working 
for, and contributing to, the common 
good. It will be extremely important 
for both civil society and the European 
Economic and Social Committee to be 
vocal and keep the level of ambition 
high throughout the legislative 
process.

https://europa.eu/!TJJCyF
https://europa.eu/!v7FwNV
https://europa.eu/!v7FwNV
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/our-work/opinions-information-reports/information-reports/creation-european-statute-associations-and-ngos-incorporating-precise-definition-ngo-or-european-association-information
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/our-work/opinions-information-reports/information-reports/creation-european-statute-associations-and-ngos-incorporating-precise-definition-ngo-or-european-association-information
https://europa.eu/!v7FwNV
http://eesc.europa.eu/yeys2023-webstreaming
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2022-0007_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2022-0007_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2022-0007_EN.html
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1. Centrul Step by Step is a non-profit organisation 
for education and professional development 
that was created in 1998. It promotes the 
principles of quality early education and runs 
projects for the modernisation of education 
and sustainable community development,  
https://www.stepbystep.ro/
2. European Commission, European Year of Skills, 
https://europa.eu/!WFC99c

Early childhood services – pillar for children’s future, opportunity for 
parents needing time for training

Carmen LICĂ
Executive 
Director, Centrul 
Step by Step 
Romania1

The main chal-
lenge in terms of 

skills is determined by the difficulties 
of the educational system to keep 
up with the transformations and 
developments in the labour market. 
An overwhelming percentage of 
company representatives participating 
in various studies reported that they 
had great difficulties in finding the 
people who had the necessary skills to 
help the company develop.

We expect the European Year of Skills2  
to help stimulate continuous learning, 
to pave the way for increasing the 
participation of people of all ages, not 
just young people, in extensive training 

programmes in order to develop the 
skills necessary for the labour market. 
We want this opportunity to be 
exploited as much as possible so that 
it contributes to sustainable growth, 
innovation, promoting a mindset of 
reskilling and upskilling and helping 
people get quality skills for jobs.  
In the context of the green and digital 
transition, new opportunities are 
opening up for us to create better jobs 
for skilled workers.

Civil society should use all its 
mechanisms to contribute to the 
success of this initiative – from direct 
involvement in decision-making to the 
development of skills on the ground 
through training and continuous 
learning procedures. Based on the 
grassroot experience, civil society 
can make sure that the skills people 
will acquire are relevant both for the 

current and future needs of the labour 
market, strengthening the partnership 
between social partners. Thus, it 
would be possible to match the skills 
that people acquire to the existing 
opportunities on the labour market.

In the context of the European Year of 
Skills, we aim to provide the necessary 
support for the development 
of a quality and inclusive early 
education system. This will increase 
the enrolment and participation of 
children; therefore, their parents will 
be able to participate in reskilling 
and upskilling training to get (better) 
jobs and have a sustainable balance 
between personal and professional 
life. We also aim to offer training to 
increase the digital skills of teachers, 
determining improved classroom 
practices alongside access to training 
and professional development services.

NEWS FROM THE GROUP
Register for our conference!

On 30 March 2023, the Civil Society 
Organisations’ Group of the European 
Economic and Social Committee (EESC) 
will hold a hybrid conference on the 

topic of ‘Civil society organisations 
defending and strengthening European 
democracy’.

Together with panellists from 
European institutions and civil society 
organisations (CSOs), the event will 
provide a platform to discuss:

• the role of CSOs in protecting the 
rule of law, recent developments 
in this regard and positive stories of 
cooperation;

• the relationship between CSOs and 
decision-makers, including good 
practice examples of effective 
dialogue from various EU Member 
States.

The event is being organised ahead 
of the publication of the European 
Commission’s Defence of Democracy 

Package and the review of the 
implementation of the European 
Democracy Action Plan, and will 
feed into the debate on these topics. 

The conference is open to the public 
and will take place in hybrid format: at 
the premises of the EESC in Brussels 
and online via videoconferencing 
platform Interactio. The registration 
period will end on 26 March 2023.

For more information and registration 
visit the event page: https://europa.
eu/!rq3jmR

Carmen LICĂ
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defending and strengthening 
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European Economic
and Social Committee

Civil Society Organisations' Group

https://www.stepbystep.ro/
https://europa.eu/!WFC99c
https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/priorities-2019-2024/europe-fit-digital-age/european-year-skills-2023_en
https://europa.eu/!rq3jmR
https://europa.eu/!rq3jmR
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The Farmers’ Category debates animal welfare, sustainable livestock and 
climate change

The first Farmers’ Category1 meeting 
took place on 2 March 2023 and was 
chaired by the two spokespersons 
Arnold Puech d’Alissac and 
John Comer. This meeting saw 
the participation of two keynote 
speakers, Andrea Gavinelli and Kelly 
Witkowski, and a presentation by 
a Category Member, Jaume Bernis 
Castells.

Mr Gavinelli, Head of the Animal 
Welfare Unit of the Directorate General 
for Health and Food Safety, presented 
the current European framework on 
animal welfare2 and the timeline for 
the new legislative proposals. He 
outlined the measures being assessed, 

including the use of cages, the space 
allowance for animal transportation, 
mutilation practices and others. He 
also stressed the moral question and 
demand from European citizens to 
strengthen animal welfare, which is 
considered through the regulations. 
Concerns and comments were 
expressed by all Members, including 
fears that the social and economic 
impact of stronger animal welfare 
regulations on livestock farmers was 
not considered.

Mr Bernis Castells presented his 
project on sustainable livestock and 
the circular economy, taking place in 
Alcarràs (Spain). Through the use of 

solar energy, reduction of nitrogen gas 
and bio security, this project aims to 
promote bioeconomy and sustainable 
farming. This project sparked curiosity 
and follow-up comments by several 
Members. The discussion touched 
upon the topics of funding for the 
project, challenges faced by farming 
families, shareholders and more.

The meeting shifted to another 
geographical region, discussing 
climate change and sustainability 
from the perspective of the Americas. 
The Category had the pleasure of 
receiving, remotely, Kelly Witkowsky, 
Manager of the Climate Change 
and Natural Resources program 
at the Inter-American Institute for 
Cooperation and Agriculture (IICA3). 
She presented the IICA’s work and 
how the IICA helps the agricultural 
sector in the Americas to address the 
challenges of sustainability, carbon 
market neutrality and biodiversity. Ms 
Witkowsky presented some ongoing 
projects and engaged in the discussion 
with the Members.

The next meeting of the Category will 
take place on 5 June 2023.

Social Economy Category: discussing the future of philanthropy and social 
economy enterprises in Europe

On 1 March 2023, the Social Economy 
Category4 of the EESC held its first 
meeting of the year, chaired by 
Category spokesperson Giuseppe 
Guerini. The meeting was divided into 

two panel discussions, with the first one 
focusing on the role of foundations 
and philanthropy in promoting 
innovation in the social economy. 
The first speaker was Giovanni Fosti, 

President of the Cariplo Foundation5, 
an organisation whose aim is fostering 
and strength-ening communities 
through philanthropy. Delphine 
Moralis, CEO of Philanthropy Europe 
Association (Philea6), welcomed the 
adoption of the Social Economy Action 
Plan (SEAP7) as a major breakthrough 
for unleashing Europe’s philanthropy 

Enrica Nardello (Secretariat), John Comer, Arnold Puech d’Alissac and Andrea Gavinelli (from left to right) © EESC

Social Economy Category meeting © EESC
1. EESC Farmers’ Category, https://europa.
eu/!gY64Wf
2. European Commission, animal welfare, https://
food.ec.europa.eu/animals_en
3. IICA, https://www.iica.int/en
4. EESC Social Economy Category, https://europa.
eu/!ht47UK
5. Cariplo Foundation, https://www.fondazionecariplo.
it/en/index.html#
6. Philea, https://philea.eu/
7. European Commission, SEAP, https://europa.
eu/!bcHWNX

https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/members-groups/categories/farmers-category
https://www.iica.int/en
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/members-groups/categories/social-economy-category
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/members-groups/categories/social-economy-category
https://www.fondazionecariplo.it/en/index.html
https://philea.eu
https://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=1537&langId=en
https://europa.eu/!gY64Wf
https://europa.eu/!gY64Wf
https://food.ec.europa.eu/animals_en
https://food.ec.europa.eu/animals_en
https://www.iica.int/en
https://europa.eu/!ht47UK
https://europa.eu/!ht47UK
https://www.fondazionecariplo.it/en/index.html#
https://www.fondazionecariplo.it/en/index.html#
https://philea.eu/
https://europa.eu/!bcHWNX
https://europa.eu/!bcHWNX
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organisations’ potential. Miguel 
Ángel Cabra de Luna, Member of 
the EESC’s Civil Society Organisations’ 
Group, set out the work of the Spanish 
Foundation for Cooperation and Social 
Inclusion of People with Disabilities, 
Fundación ONCE1. Lastly, Patrizia 
Toia, Member of the European 
Parliament, called on Member States 
to turn the recommendations set out 
in the SEAP into concrete legislation.

The second panel asked the following 
question: how can the Social 
Economy Action Plan promote 

new financial instruments for 
investing in the social economy? 
Santina Bertulessi, Deputy Head 
of Cabinet for Commissioner Nicolas 
Schmit, set out the many advantages 
and opportunities that the SEAP will 
bring to social economy enterprises.  
Volker Heegemann, Head of Legal 
and Cooperative Affairs at the 
European Association of Co-operative 
Banks (EACB2), mentioned the 
important role that co-operative banks 
play in financing the social economy.  
Marie-Pierre Le Breton, EESC 

Member and Vice-President of the 
French Union of Social Economy and 
Solidary Enterprises (UDES3), stressed 
the need to support the development 
of cross-border solidarity funding. 
Lastly, Sébastien Tchernia, President 
of Viager Solidaire4, explained the 
projects that his organisation is setting 
up in France that allow the elderly to 
remain at home when they lose their 
autonomy.

The next meeting of the Category will 
take place on 7 June 2023.

Associational Life Category pursues work on democracy, civil society and 
other topics

On 16 February 2023, the EESC’s 
Associational Life Category5 held 
its first meeting of the year. In the 
morning, the Category continued 
exploring the links between a 
resilient civil society and democracy. 
Valeria Setti, a head of unit at the 
European Commission’s Directorate-
General for Justice and Consumers, 
gave an overview of the Citizens, 
Equality, Rights and Values (CERV) 
Programme6, a major funding stream 
for civil society organisations. This 
was discussed by Veronika Móra, 
director of the Ökotárs Foundation7, 
Hungary, who made concrete 
recommendations for improving the 
allocation of funding. Moreover, the 
Category discussed the call for a Civil 
Society Strategy. EESC Members 
were joined by MEP Lukas Mandl 
and by Zuzana Dorazilova, cabinet 
member for European Commission 
Vice-President Věra Jourová. The panel 
was moderated by Andris Gobiņš, 
the Category’s spokesperson, and 
Carlotta Besozzi, from Civil Society 
Europe.

In a second panel, the Category 
discussed the links between associa-
tions and businesses. Elemér 
Eszter, chair of Hungary’s Social 
Impact Investors’ Association (THBE8), 
presented his foundation’s work, while 
Giuseppe Guerini, spokesperson 
for the Committee’s Social Economy 

Category9, outlined the link between 
the social economy and investments 
that have positive social and 
environmental impacts. Kinga Joó 
moderated the discussion.

The last panel of the day, moderated 
by Katrīna Leitāne, focused on the 
European Year of Skills 202310.  
Loucas Fourlas, MEP and rapporteur 
for the European Year of Skills11, kicked 
off the discussion with an introductory 

video message. Together with Tatjana 
Babrauskienė, EESC rapporteur on 
the topic, Aurel Laurenţiu Plosceanu, 
president of the EESC SOC section12  
and Brikena Xhomaqi, director of 
the Lifelong Learning Platform13, the 
Category reflected on how the year 
could lead to sustainable outcomes. 

The next meeting of the Category will 
take place on 7 June 2023.

Andris Gobiņš, Zuzana Dorazilova, Carlotta Besozzi and Valeria Setti (from left to right) © EESC

1. Fundación ONCE, https://www.fundaciononce.es/en/about-us/introduction
2. EACB, https://www.eacb.coop/en/about/structure/secretariat-general.html
3. UDES, https://www.udes.fr/
4. Viager Solidaire 3 Collones, https://www.3colonnes.com/
5. EESC Associational Life Category, https://europa.eu/!VD38XB
6. European Commission, CERV, https://europa.eu/!6mDQyr
7. Ökotárs Foundation, https://okotars.hu/en
8. THBE, http://en.thbe.hu/about-us/
9. EESC Social Economy Category, https://europa.eu/!ht47UK
10. European Commission, European Year of Skills 2023, https://europa.eu/!WFC99c
11. European Parliament report on the European Year of Skills, https://europa.eu/!FvfdFf
12. Section for Employment, Social Affairs and Citizenship (SOC) of the EESC
13. Lifelong Learning Platform, https://lllplatform.eu/

https://www.fundaciononce.es/en/about-us/introduction
https://www.eacb.coop/en/about/structure/secretariat-general.html
https://www.udes.fr
https://www.3colonnes.com
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/members-groups/categories/associational-life-category
https://commission.europa.eu/about-european-commission/departments-and-executive-agencies/justice-and-consumers/justice-and-consumers-funding-tenders/funding-programmes/citizens-equality-rights-and-values-programme_en
https://commission.europa.eu/about-european-commission/departments-and-executive-agencies/justice-and-consumers/justice-and-consumers-funding-tenders/funding-programmes/citizens-equality-rights-and-values-programme_en
https://commission.europa.eu/about-european-commission/departments-and-executive-agencies/justice-and-consumers/justice-and-consumers-funding-tenders/funding-programmes/citizens-equality-rights-and-values-programme_en
https://okotars.hu/en
http://en.thbe.hu/about-us/
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/members-groups/categories/social-economy-category
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/members-groups/categories/social-economy-category
https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/priorities-2019-2024/europe-fit-digital-age/european-year-skills-2023_en
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2023-0028_EN.html
https://lllplatform.eu
https://www.fundaciononce.es/en/about-us/introduction
https://www.eacb.coop/en/about/structure/secretariat-general.html
https://www.udes.fr/
https://www.3colonnes.com/
https://europa.eu/!VD38XB
https://europa.eu/!6mDQyr
https://okotars.hu/en
http://en.thbe.hu/about-us/
https://europa.eu/!ht47UK
https://europa.eu/!WFC99c
https://europa.eu/!FvfdFf
https://lllplatform.eu/


12

M
A

R
C

H
 2

02
3

1. EESC Consumers and Environment Category, 
https://europa.eu/!Nf36rW
2. Renewables now, Lithuanian online platform, 
https://renewablesnow.com/news/lithuanian-online-
platform-lets-consumers-purchase-rent-remote-
solar-panels-692556/
3. Énergie Partagée, https://energie-partagee.
org/decouvrir/le-mouvement/qui-sommes-nous/
lequipe/
4. Society and Consumption Observatory in France, 
https://lobsoco.com/
5. Les PEP, http://www.lespep.org/

From consumer to prosumer

The Committee’s Consumers and 
Environment Category1 met on 
15 February 2023. The theme of 
the morning session was the new 
empowerment of the consumer. 
Two topics were chosen. The first one 
was: “The prosumer in the energy 
sector, an evolution that concerns all 
areas of consumption”. Two speakers 
took part in the session. The guest of 
honour was the Republic of Lithuania’s 
Deputy Minister for Energy, Daiva 

Garbaliauskaitė, who 
presented a Lithuanian 
project for an online 
investment platform 
for solar parks2. The 
presentation was 
followed by a wide-
ranging discussion. The 
next speaker, Marion 
Richard, who is a national 

coordinator for France’s Énergie 
Partagée3 (Shared Energy) movement, 
presented citizen projects in the field 
of renewable energies and explained 
how citizens and social communities 
in France are moving from being 
consumers to producers.

The second part of the morning was 
devoted to new forms of consumer 
action and commitment. Guénaëlle 
Gault, General Manager of France’s 
Society and Consumption Observatory 

(ObSoCo4), focused her speech on 
consumer actors and the various 
steps of commitment to responsible 
consumption. She presented exclusive 
figures from a recent study on the ideals 
and constraints of consumption. She 
also discussed existing applications of 
responsible consumption and focused 
on fair trade and the environmental 
factor in consumption.

During the afternoon session, Arnold 
Puech d’Alissac, spokesperson for 
the EESC’s Farmers’ Category, talked 
about the problem of inflation in the 
context of the value of food. After the 
presentation, the Category held an 
election. Hernández Bataller and 
Thierry Libaert were re-elected as 
spokespersons of the Category for the 
next term (2023-2025).

The next meeting of the Category will 
take place on 6 June at the EESC.

MEMBERS IN THE SPOTLIGHT
Let’s act for Ukraine’s youth and together build the Europe of tomorrow

Dominique GILLOT 
(FR)
General 
Federation of 
Children in Care in 
Public Education 
(Fédération 

Générale des Pupilles de l’Enseignement 
Public, FG PEP)
National Consultative Council of People 
with Disabilities (Conseil National 
Consultatif des Personnes Handicapées)

In this terrible war, the Ukrainian 
people are showing admirable and 
extraordinary courage. They deserve 
our greatest respect.

The European Union and its Member 
States have an obligation to support 
Ukraine as long as necessary with 
all the necessary means, namely by 
offering material and financial aid, 
by helping rebuild infrastructure and 

by supplying weapons. Ukraine’s 
resilient intellectual, democratic and 
civic forces must be preserved and 
supported. It is a matter of defending 
European interests.

We must take action in the face of the 
crimes committed against terrorised 
children, among them orphans, who 
have been deported to Russia, robbed 
of their families and of their nation.

In this respect, I would like to 
testify to the commitment of the 
Fédération Générale des Pupilles 
de l’Enseignement Public (LES PEP5) 
which I chair: since June 2022, we have 
entered into a direct partnership 
with three Ukrainian regions in 
order to temporarily welcome their 
children in our residential centres, 
alongside their French peers. In this 
setting, they have regained their taste 
for life and hope for a peaceful future, 

protected as they are by adults who 
respect their childhood. Such respite 
periods contribute to the mental 
health of these children who have 
been traumatised by the horrors they 
have suffered.

Our Ukrainian contacts, who are 
very concerned about the education 
of their youth and their capacity to 
rebuild the country, are asking us to 
welcome 2,000 children under the 
same conditions by next summer. 
They also want us to work with them 
to build provisional classrooms for  

Dominique Gillot © EESC

Kęstutis Kupšys, Daiva Garbaliauskaitė and Thierry Libaert (from left to right) © EESC

https://europa.eu/!Nf36rW
https://renewablesnow.com/news/lithuanian-online-platform-lets-consumers-purchase-rent-remote-solar-panels-692556/
https://renewablesnow.com/news/lithuanian-online-platform-lets-consumers-purchase-rent-remote-solar-panels-692556/
https://renewablesnow.com/news/lithuanian-online-platform-lets-consumers-purchase-rent-remote-solar-panels-692556/
https://energie-partagee.org/decouvrir/le-mouvement/qui-sommes-nous/lequipe/
https://energie-partagee.org/decouvrir/le-mouvement/qui-sommes-nous/lequipe/
https://energie-partagee.org/decouvrir/le-mouvement/qui-sommes-nous/lequipe/
https://lobsoco.com/
http://www.lespep.org/
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/members-groups/categories/consumers-and-environment-category-cec
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/members-groups/categories/consumers-and-environment-category-cec
https://energie-partagee.org/decouvrir/le-mouvement/qui-sommes-nous/lequipe/
https://energie-partagee.org/decouvrir/le-mouvement/qui-sommes-nous/lequipe/
https://lobsoco.com
http://www.lespep.org
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1. Les PEP, Ukrainian solidarity campaign, http://
www.lespep.org/solidarite-avec-les-ukrainiens/
2. EESC Social Economy Category: https://europa.
eu/!ht47UK
3. EESC, third resolution on Ukraine, https://europa.
eu/!6MXW44
4. Europe Prykhystok, https://www.europe-
prykhystok.org/ 

250 pupils and their teachers in 
France so that they can benefit from 
schooling in a protected area.

This war also poses a major 
educational challenge for Ukraine. 
With the initiative described above1, 
we are fostering the values of 

democracy and solidarity that will 
strengthen relations between our 
countries and secure a peaceful future 
for Europe.

Giuseppe Guerini organises a meeting with high-level guest

On 2 March 2023, our Member 
Giuseppe Guerini, spokesperson of 
the EESC’s Social Economy Category2 
welcomed Italy’s Minister for 
Disabilities, Alessandra Locatelli, to 
an exchange with associations, third 

sector entities, cooperatives and 
social economy enterprises working in 
Italy and in Europe with people with 
disabilities and their families, through 
competitions, projects, connections 
and innovation initiatives.

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE LAST PLENARY SESSION
Support to Ukrainian civil society must continue for “as long as it takes”

On 23 February 2023, one day before 
the anniversary of Russia’s invasion 
of Ukraine, the EESC plenary debated 
the impact of the war on people in 
Ukraine and in the EU and adopted 
its third resolution on Ukraine3. In the 
resolution, the Committee calls for 
establishing a special international 
tribunal on crimes of aggression 
against Ukraine. It also calls for the 
country’s swift accession to the EU in 
full respect of enlargement principles, 
as well as hardening the sanctions 
against the Russian Federation.

Guest speakers included Oleksandra 
Matviichuk, head of Ukraine’s Centre 
for Civic Liberties and Nobel Peace 
laureate for 2022, and Lora Pappa, 
founder and president of the Greek 
NGO METAdrasi – Action for Migration 
Development. Ms Matviichuk reported 
the unprecedented number of war 
crimes committed by Russian troops 

in occupied territories. 
She reiterated that this 
is not a war between 
two countries, but a war 
between two systems, 
authoritarianism and 
democracy. It would be 
necessary to break the 
cycle of impunity and 
secure justice for Ukrainian 

victims.

Séamus Boland, president of the Civil 
Society Organisations’ Group and one of 
the rapporteurs for the EESC resolution, 
said: “We need an EU mechanism 
to empower civil society, especially 

our Ukrainian 
partners. The work 
of civil society is 
underestimated 
and undervalued. 
We also support 
calls to recognise 

the Russian Federation as a state 
sponsor of terrorism, and to include 
the Wagner Group on the EU terrorist 
list”.

Another point raised in the EESC 
resolution is the prevention of “Ukraine 
fatigue”, by supporting the country 
and its people for as long as and with 
whatever it takes. As pointed out by  
Ms Pappa “we need to find ways to keep 

on raising awareness of humanitarian 
values and EU principles”.

Speaking about the most vulnerable, 
three other Members of the Civil Society 
Organisations’ Group contributed 
to the debate. Dovilė Juodkaitė 

e m p h a s i s e d 
that in order to 
leave no one 
behind, the EU 
and its Member 
States should 
ensure disability 

inclusion in all plans and strategies 
for disaster risk reduction. It is an 
obligation under human rights and 
humanitarian law.

Pietro Vittorio 
Barbieri drew 
attention to the 
fact that in times 
of war, it is easy 
to turn towards 
s e g r e g a t i o n 

solutions for people with disabilities. 
Even if encouraged with the best 
intentions, host countries risk using 

Giuseppe Guerini and Alessandra Locatelli © EESC

Stefano Mallia, Oliver Röpke, Séamus Boland © EESC

Séamus Boland © EESC

Dovilė Juodkaitė © EESC

Pietro Vittorio Barbieri © EESC

http://www.lespep.org/solidarite-avec-les-ukrainiens/
http://www.lespep.org/solidarite-avec-les-ukrainiens/
https://europa.eu/!ht47UK
https://europa.eu/!ht47UK
https://europa.eu/!6MXW44
https://europa.eu/!6MXW44
https://www.europe-prykhystok.org/
https://www.europe-prykhystok.org/
http://www.lespep.org/solidarite-avec-les-ukrainiens/
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/members-groups/categories/social-economy-category
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/documents/resolution/ukraine-one-year-after-russian-invasion-european-civil-society-perspective
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non-inclusive services. It’s an alarm 
bell: let’s not add suffering to suffering!

Finally, Dominique Gillot recalled 

that Ukrainian children need support! 
This is why her organisation Fédération 
Générale des PEP1 is working 

closely with Europe Prykhystok2 to 
offer Ukrainian children respite and 
compulsory schooling in France. 

Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya calls on European institutions to support the 
Belarusian people

On 22 February 2023 Sviatlana 
Tsikhanouskaya, leader of the 
Belarusian democratic movement, 
joined the EESC plenary for a debate 
entitled ‘The European Neighbour-
hood Policy – the Belarusian 
way’. In her introductory statement,  
Ms Tsikhanouskaya referred to the 
worsening human-rights situation in 
Belarus, and called on the European 
institutions to support the Belarusian 
people fighting on the ground and 
in exile against authoritarianism. 
She suggested that the Eastern 
Partnership3 (from which the 
Belarusian government withdrew 
in 2021) be revived, in cooperation 
with the Belarusian opposition. 
“Belarusians feel that we are part 
of Europe”, she said. As regards the 
EESC, Ms Tsikhanouskaya proposed 
more systemic cooperation to 
strengthen the relationship between 
European and Belarusian civil society 
organisations.

The EESC Members 
expressed their 
support for 
the democratic 
movement in 
Belarus and called on 
European decision-
makers to provide 
the movement 
with financial and 

material support. Several Members of 
the Civil Society Organisations’ Group 
took part in the debate, expressing 
their admiration for the courage and 
self-sacrifice demonstrated by the 
leader of the movement.

Vice-president Simo Tiainen was 
the first to speak, saying that “the 

Lukashenko regime 
must be made 
responsible for 
the crimes against 
humanity in his 
own country, as well 
as for war crimes in 

Ukraine”. Europe should continue to 
implement measures that can help 
bring democracy back to the country 
and independence to Belarus.

Andris Gobiņš called for a special 
budget line in the EU budget so that 
Belarusian exile and pro-democratic 
forces can be present in big EU civil 

society networks. He 
expressed his belief 
that a liberated and 
democratic Belarus 
could soon join the 
EU.

On the situation in Belarus, João 
Nabais was of the view that the EU 
had been too silent over the past 
year, stating that “Europe has to 
provide material support. Words and 
expressions of verbal support are not 
enough any longer”.

In view of the sacrifices and suffering 
of the Belarusian people, Michael 
McLoughlin called on EU citizens 
to redouble their efforts to support 
them. “This is a struggle for all of us 
because it is about universal values 
that all of us share: human rights and 
the need for democracy. All of us must 
support the struggle of Belarus and 
those values”.

Finally, Krzysztof Balon acknowledged 
that supporting the Belarusian 

opposition was 
most important, but 
stressed that in the 
mid or long term 
the EESC needed to 
look into ways to 
support Belarusian 

civil society organisations.

Supporting labour market developments and the European Year of Skills 
2023

On 22 February 2023, the EESC held a 
debate on labour market developments 
during the 576th plenary session. 
The debate saw the participation 
of Stefano Scarpetta, Director for 
Employment, Labour and Social Affairs 
at the Organization for Economic 
Co-operation and Development 

(OECD4), Marianna Panebarco, 
Vice-president of 
SMEunited5 and CNA 
Nazionale6, and Juan 
Antonio Pedreño, 
President of Social 
Economy Europe7. 
In the context of 

1. Les PEP, http://www.lespep.org/
2. Europe Prykhystok, https://www.europe-
prykhystok.org/
3. EEAS, Eastern Partnership, https://www.eeas.
europa.eu/eeas/eastern-partnership_en
4. OECD, https://www.oecd.org/about/
5. SMEunited, https://www.smeunited.eu/
6. CNA, https://www.cna.it/
7. Social Economy Europe, https://www.
socialeconomy.eu.org/

Simo Tiainen © EESC

Andris Gobiņš © EESC

Krzysztof Balon © EESC

Marianna Panebarco 
© EESC

Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya and Christa Schweng © EESC

http://www.lespep.org/?fbclid=IwAR15ua3cd38dOorQYqVJCDUjCbHVRf8RqNwaMZpgqVYlOkYpHKz9SrVwAUc
http://www.lespep.org/?fbclid=IwAR15ua3cd38dOorQYqVJCDUjCbHVRf8RqNwaMZpgqVYlOkYpHKz9SrVwAUc
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https://www.socialeconomy.eu.org
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the European Year of Skills1, speakers 
stressed the crucial role of skills for 
the success of the green and digital 
transitions, but also highlighted many 
issues related to upskilling, reskilling 
and vocational training. Mr Scarpetta 
maintained that the impact of the 
green transition on the labour market 
is likely to be highly uneven, with 
workers with traditional skillsets or the 
low-skilled facing more challenges on 
new job markets. Therefore, it is crucial 
to understand which skills are needed 
to boost productivity and promote 
access to lifelong learning.

“Today I bring the voice of my fellow 
entrepreneurs to alert you to a 
structural crisis that we are all facing: 
the lack of a skilled workforce” stated 
Ms Panebarco, after which she 
elaborated on the current challenges 
faced by SMEs. She further elaborated 

on the main priorities of SMEUnited  
for the years to come, in order to tackle 
this problem.

“We need young talent that 
understands the complexity of the 
labour market and European Society” 
stated Mr Pedreño. He specified that 
the social economy needs to adapt to 
the transition of the workforce, and for 
this to be successful, a collaboration of 
all enterprises is needed.

Three Members of the Civil Society 
Organisations’ Group took the floor. 

Baiba Miltoviča 
urged for a struc-
tured and efficient 
plan to tackle the 
green transition. 
Given that 2023 is 
the European Year 

of Skills, in her opinion, the European 
community needs to promote 

investments in 
training, to support 
workers’ transition 
from one job to the 
next. Giuseppe 
Guerini stated that 
economic develop-

ment must consider the evolving needs 
of the green and digital transitions. 
He reemphasised the importance of 
trainings and vocational advances, to 
ensure that work opportunities and 
labour are equally distributed. Lastly, 
Jan Torsten Andersson, stated that 
societies need to adapt to changing 

priorities, and to 
do so effectively, 
investments in up- 
skilling were needed.

Baiba Miltoviča © EESC

Giuseppe Guerini © EESC

Jan Torsten Andersson 
© EESC

1. European Commission, European Year of Skills 2023, https://
europa.eu/!WFC99c
2. EESC opinion NAT/878, https://europa.eu/!dyccjR
3. EESC opinion NAT/879, https://europa.eu/!gw39m4 
4. EESC opinion NAT/877, https://europa.eu/!NJqw6v
5. EESC opinions, https://europa.eu/!wF86wY
6. EESC plenary sessions, https://europa.eu/!Dg84qG
7. EESC, New work appointments, https://europa.eu/!8GHq9k

OVERVIEW OF RECENT WORK
The last EESC plenary session took place on 22 and 23 February 2023. The EESC plenary adopted 9 opinions and one 
resolution. 3 opinions were drafted by Members of the Civil Society Organisations’ Group. A list of the recent work can be 
found below.

Arnaud SCHWARTZ (FR), rapporteur, NAT/8782 Integrated water management – revised lists of surface and groundwater 
pollutants

Kęstutis KUPŠYS (LT), rapporteur, NAT/8793 Revision of EU ambient air quality legislation

Stoyan TCHOUKANOV (BG), rapporteur, NAT/8774 Review of the Urban Wastewater Treatment Directive

The complete texts of all EESC opinions are available in various 
language versions on the Committee’s website5.

The next EESC plenary session will take place on 25 and 27 April 
2023. For more information on the upcoming plenary session please 
visit our website6.

A list including all new work appointments of Civil Society 
Organisations’ Group Members is available on the Committee’s 
website7.

UPCOMING EVENTS
30/03/2023 – Conference on Civil society organisations defending and strengthening European democracy. 

The event will be webstreamed: https://europa.eu/!rq3jmR

https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/priorities-2019-2024/europe-fit-digital-age/european-year-skills-2023_en
https://europa.eu/!WFC99c
https://europa.eu/!WFC99c
https://europa.eu/!dyccjR
https://europa.eu/!gw39m4
https://europa.eu/!NJqw6v
https://europa.eu/!wF86wY
https://europa.eu/!Dg84qG
https://europa.eu/!8GHq9k
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/our-work/opinions-information-reports/opinions/integrated-water-management-revised-lists-surface-and-groundwater-pollutants
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/our-work/opinions-information-reports/opinions/revision-eu-ambient-air-quality-legislation
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/our-work/opinions-information-reports/opinions/review-urban-wastewater-treatment-directive
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/our-work/opinions-information-reports/opinions
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/agenda/plenary-sessions
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/news-media/news/new-work-appointments-february-2023
https://europa.eu/!rq3jmR
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