
How WHO supports a 
disability inclusive 
global health order

Globally and in the WHO European Region



Key documents demonstrate WHO’s commitment to developing 
disability-inclusive health systems
• 2011 – World report on disability 

• 2021 – WHA 74.8 Global resolution on the highest 
attainable standard of health for persons with disabilities

• 2022 – WHO European resolution on the highest attainable 
standard of health for persons with disabilities

• 2022 – WHO European Framework for action to achieve 
the highest attainable standard of health for persons with 
disabilities

• 2022 – Global report on health equity for persons with 
disabilities 

Realizing our vision 
for health equity 
for persons with 

disabilities –
globally and in the 

WHO European 
Region 
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Aims

• Bring health equity for persons with disabilities to the 
attention of decision-makers in the health sector

• Document evidence on health inequities and country 
experiences on approaches to advance health equity

• Make recommendations that stimulate country-level 
action

Objective: Make health equity for 
persons with disabilities a global 
health priority



The WHO European 
Framework for action on 
achieving the highest 
attainable standard of 
health for persons with 
disabilities

Realizing our vision for disability-
inclusive health sectors in the European 
Region

The WHO European Framework for action to achieve the 
highest attainable standard of health for persons with 
disabilities 2022–2030

Implementation plan and monitoring and evaluation 
framework of the WHO European framework for action 
to achieve the highest attainable standard of health for 
persons with disabilities 2022–2030
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Objectives
Ensure equitable access to services
Promote health and well-being
Elaborate disability-inclusive policies and plans
Build evidence base on disability and health

Vision
By 2030, full inclusion in 

health care planning, delivery, 
and leadership across the 

WHO European Region

•Human rights
•Universal design
•Life-course
•Health systems

Principles

•Equity-based
•People-focused
•Data-enabled

ApproachesRecognize
health 

inequalities 

Include persons 
with disabilities 
in processes and 
decision-making

Act in 
partnership 

with persons 
with 

disabilities Successful 
implementation 

of the
Framework

https://www.who.int/europe/publications/i/item/WHO-EURO-2022-6751-46517-67449
https://www.who.int/europe/publications/i/item/EUR-RC72-BG-7


Objective 1
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Persons with disabilities 
receive quality health 
services on an equal 
basis with others 

Access to affordable, timely, 
relevant, and good-quality 

health services for persons with 
disabilities

Objective 2
Promote the health 
and well-being of 
persons with 
disabilities

Implementation of 
intersectoral and 

multisectoral actions needed



Objective 3
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Health policies and 
programming, including 
public health 
emergencies, are 
disability-inclusive 

Address the conditions that make 
persons with disabilities more 

vulnerable to the effects of health 
emergencies

Objective 4

Build an evidence base 
on disability and health

Availability of accurate, relevant, 
and internationally-comparable 
disability-disaggregated data on 

health



Good practice the WHO European Region
https://youtu.be/Bz3Bmu8NeHQ?t=80
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Rehabilitation EURO (who.int)

https://youtu.be/Bz3Bmu8NeHQ?t=80
https://youtu.be/Bz3Bmu8NeHQ?t=80
https://www.who.int/europe/health-topics/rehabilitation#tab=tab_1


Upcoming WHO actions

• Developing a guide for action on disability inclusion in 
the health sector 

• Practical guidance on how to implement the 40 
actions outlined in the Global Report

• Objectives: Planning, Action and Monitoring
• Planned piloting of the guide for action (2023-

2024)
• To be published 2024

• Member State-led Working Group on leadership and 
governance

• 3 consultations in 2023: 2 with countries and 1 with 
civil society

• Development of an inclusive and rights-based 
toolkit to support countries as they implement the 
WHO European Framework for action

• Formation of an Advisory Group to strengthen and 
sustain disability-inclusive healthcare across Member 
States

• Advise Member States on implementation 
• Offer technical assistance on the establishment of 

the State’s own monitoring and evaluation 
framework at national and subnational level

• Advocate for political commitment and allocation 
of adequate financial resources 8

Globally In the European Region



WHO Europe and EU guidance on disability inclusion 
in the global health agenda

• Deliver better health and well-being across the life course

• Strengthen health systems and advance universal health coverage

• Address the development of skills and the challenge of shortages in health workforces

• Address health emergencies and protect the most vulnerable

• Leveraging digitalization and research

• Fostering partnerships and international cooperation

• Encouraging political and resource commitments
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Next steps, together

• Leverage available guidance
• Partnerships
• Monitor and measure
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Thank you

For more information, contact:

Satish Mishra, Technical Officer 
Disability, Rehabilitation, Palliative and 
Long-term Care

mishras@who.int 
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