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Many thanks to the EESC on behalf of Fundacion Secretariado Gitano for this invitation to 

participate in this 2nd panel entitled: Identifying the measures needed to address the situation. 

The Covid pandemic, as has been stated throughout this hearing, has led to the worsening of 

the social and economic situation in which vulnerable and excluded groups were found, as is the 

case with a large percentage of the Roma population. The health crisis has extended its effects, 

becoming at the same time a social and economic crisis much deeper and more lasting than it 

may appear at first. That is why, now that it seems that step by step it begins to recover in 

general terms, health normality is more than necessary to recover the social situation at least as 

we were before March 2020. 

To this end, from the FSG we have carried out a series of actions in the social sphere and political 

advocacy, due to our knowledge and experience from our direct work with the Roma 

communities most affected by the pandemic. This direct experience, based on the daily work in 

the 70 Spanish cities where we execute our projects, makes us to have a very clear idea about 

what are the efforts and tasks more necessary to be able to reverse this social crisis. 

 

- From a health point of view, it is more than necessary that vaccines reach people who are in a 

situation of exclusion, so that their delicate situation is not further aggravated. Establishing 

vaccination plans for communities that have fewer communication services and supply of 

hygiene and sanitary products should be an absolute priority. 

- Collecting data about how the Covid has impacted the Roma population. Very specific data on 

the situation is necessary to know in which areas and ways the action should be prioritized, and 

to be able to monitor whether the measures adopted are the most appropriate and are giving 

the expected result. 

- Collaborating with governments in consultation processes. Here in Spain, for example, I would 

highlight our work in processing and subsequently consulting with the government on the 

minimum vital income approved during the pandemic. It was a measure established in the 

government plan but the Covid crisis accelerated its implementation. It is a measure that favours 

the entire population, focusing on those groups that suffer the greatest economic disadvantages 



and therefore are offered temporary help. In this sense, our work was from a double 

perspective, informing families about the existence of this resource and offering them our 

support during the application process. And on the other hand, we performed an advisory role 

by collaborating with the government to improve and accelerate a better implementation of this 

measure. In this case, we proposed to simplify the administrative processes, to take into account 

the unique conditions of the Roma community, proposing for this that the age requirement 

should be lower than initially planned and the concept of coexistence unit be adapted. In other 

words, our task was to try to adapt a general law to a specific situation, reaching widely and 

better the Roma population. Trying to make a mainstream legal and policy tool, inclusive with 

Roma Entities like ours, which work at grassroots level, gave feedback on why the processing of 

these grants did not go well and which were the existing obstacles. We have reported this 

information in order to reformulate the law. 

- Beneficiaries of the minimum vital income, have a series of obligations with the national 

employment system. However, active employment policies do not have a real impact in Spain, 

it is a pending issue. The system must be changed and adapted to the specific conditions of the 

people, a more intercultural perspective and vision must be included, in this case with Roma 

people. This right to be the subject of active employment policies must be real, with an impact. 

The system must be adapted so that they can be subject and entitled to a decent job. 

- Beneficiaries of the minimum vital income, have to be part of the national employment system, 

through socio-labor itineraries to train and find a suitable job. Our impulse and intention is to 

guarantee the subjective right to activation, so as to offer them the possibility of activating 

themselves, to those who want, in socio-labor itineraries to train and find a job. The system must 

change and adapt it to the specific conditions of the people, a perspective and more intercultural 

vision, in this case with Roma people. This right to be the subject of active employment policies 

must be real, with an impact. The system must be adapted so that they can be subject and 

entitled to a decent job. 

- Developing intervention strategies in settlements and neighbourhoods in situations of high 

vulnerability, with a Human Rights approach. The existence of settlements and neighbourhoods 

in highly vulnerable situations has been a reality for decades, inhabited by thousands of people 

in diverse situations, nationalities and cultural origins, families with minors under their care, 

who suffer from systemic situations of poverty, exclusion, discrimination, and lack of 

opportunities. Situations that are maintained and transmitted from one generation to the next 

and that are incompatible with the standards of our State of Law and the international human 

rights standards that Spain has ratified. It is necessary to work immediately and directly in the 

intervention in these settlements. 

- For this purpose that we mentioned previously, it is necessary to mention the 

NEXTGENRATIONEU Funds, through the Recovery and Resiliant Plan. The specific needs of the 

Roma population must be identified, and we hope that this will be done in a concrete way. It is 

necessary to focus and know how to adopt measures that have an impact on those groups that 

have been affected by the Covid and its effects. There is still time to obtain reliable data in the 

field of urban, education, digital ... it is about taking a more inclusive and specific look in which 

it is analyzed what it is and how serious problems suffered by the Roma population can be 

solved. 

Finally, I would highlight the role that NGOs are developing throughout the pandemic and post-

pandemic. Without their daily work and effort, the crisis caused by Covid 19 would have had 



even higher dimensions on the human level, and that is why any process of identifying effective 

and necessary measures to improve the situation of the Roma communities must be planned 

and executed with the necessary collaboration of the NGOs in each of the areas of action. We 

are the ones who know the reality and the only ones who can reach certain people that the 

administrations and public services do not reach, and therefore in this recovery process the role 

and performance of the NGOs must be essential, recognized and supported by the governments. 

It is necessary to adopt and approve structural plans endowed with sufficient economic funds 

and based on long-term work and that counteract the consequences produced by the pandemic 

among the Roma population. 

 


