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Summary 

 

The document outlines the policy demands on food security and sustainable food systems developed 

during the second Youth Climate and Sustainability Round Table. The policy demands were discussed 

with Commissioner Janusz Wojciechowski on 30 November 2022. 
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1. Introduction 

 

We are young people calling for policy changes that enable long-term food security and sustainable food 

systems. Sustainability in the agricultural sector is crucial for Europe's long-term food security and the 

reduction of greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. While we appreciate the recent shift of the European 

Commission towards more sustainable agriculture, including its Farm to Fork Strategy, the current EU 

efforts are not far-reaching enough. Truly sustainable food systems require, among other things, 

increased support for young farmers, simplified administrative procedures for funding opportunities, 

education on sustainable agriculture, the decoupling of funding and agricultural subsidies from farm 

size, common standards for land use, and an increase in local food production. 

 

The EU agricultural sector accounts for approximately 10% of global GHG emissions (without counting 

emissions and deforestation that arise outside the EU as a result of EU agricultural activity, through the 

importation of inputs such as feed and fertiliser). Between 2005 and 2021, EU agricultural GHG 

emissions witnessed a slight decrease of 2% and Member State projections indicate a 2% decline by 

2030 compared with 2005 levels. If the additional measures currently planned by Member States are 

implemented, this could lead to a decline of 6%. These emission reductions are insufficient to meet the 

Paris Agreement's 1.5°C target and the EU Green Deal's and EU Climate Law's emission reduction 

targets. This underlines the need for policies that enable a swift transition to sustainable farming 

practices. 

 

The effects of the climate crisis are being felt by people in Europe and beyond today and will increase 

in the future. This development is especially detrimental for the agri-food sector, which is experiencing 

an increased number of natural catastrophes that harm our economy and undermine our food security. 

 

2. Policy demands 

 

We are calling on the European Commission to implement the following: 

 

Young farmers 

Since only 11% of all farm holdings in the EU are run by farmers under 40, generational renewal is a 

key driver for long-term food security and the sustainable transition of food systems. While young 

farmers currently receive additional help from EU income support measures in the form of the young 

farmer payment (YFP), national authorities only have to set aside up to 2% of their total allocation of 

income support funding for YFP. Since this is not enough, in the next Common Agricultural Policy 

(CAP) the EU should put in place a more extensive support programme for young and future farmers to 

enable them to launch their farms more easily. The programme should entail more substantial financial 

support as well as a systematic exchange and feedback loops with policymakers at the local, regional, 

national and European level on the needs of young and future farmers. 

 

Funding accessibility 

To ensure the success of funding opportunities, funding streams should be easily accessible. The EU 

should therefore streamline administrative procedures to apply for farming subsidies and other types of 

funding. Furthermore, the EU should design a comprehensive information campaign on funding 

available to farmers, including summaries of requirements and target groups, in coordination with an 

outreach programme that actively approaches farmers and farmers' associations. 
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Education 

Education is essential for a successful transition towards sustainability in the agri-food sector. The EU 

should therefore develop resources for educators on sustainable agriculture and encourage Member 

States to include this topic in their national education plans, strategies and policies. 

 

Sustainable agriculture 

The current CAP mainly includes agricultural funding linked to farm size. This is counterproductive to 

the goals of the Paris Agreement, the EU Green Deal and the EU Climate Law since it neglects the 

sustainability aspects of farming. The EU should therefore reform the CAP by decoupling funding and 

agricultural subsidies from farm size, and instead make them contingent on sustainable farming 

practices, taking into account environmental friendliness and added social value. 

 

Land use 

Land loss is a major challenge that needs to be tackled to ensure the long-term availability of arable 

land. The EU should therefore set common European standards for land use that aim to prevent the 

unnecessary sealing of arable land and tighten the approval procedures for soil consuming projects, 

giving preference to agricultural and natural spaces over destructive land sealing. 

 

Local food 

Consumption of local food reduces GHG emissions in the agricultural sector and benefits local 

economies by supporting local farmers and other producers. To increase local food production and 

consumption the EU should create financial incentives for local production and the use of local products. 

The financial incentives could include subsidies as well as taxes linked to the transport distance between 

location of production and location of sale. Moreover, transparency on the origin of agricultural products 

should be increased to allow consumers to opt for more sustainable solutions, subsequently incentivising 

farmers to implement sustainable farming practices. Therefore, the EU should introduce a clear and 

transparent indicator of product origin, taking into account sustainability of production methods and 

including greenhouse gas emissions (similar to the food "traffic light" system or animal husbandry 

classifications). 

 

3. Next steps 

 

As agreed, the youth representatives have submitted the outcome document by mid-January 2023. The 

European Commission is to provide a written response by the end of March 2023. Both documents will 

then be published on the website of the event. 

 

The response of the European Commission should provide clear feedback (yes/no) on the policy 

demands presented above. It should define detailed steps and a timeline for implementation in the case 

of a positive answer or concrete reasons for rejection in the case of a negative answer. 

  

A follow-up meeting can be organised between the representatives of the European Commission, the 

European Economic and Social Committee, Generation Climate Europe and the European Youth Forum 

to further discuss the response and the next steps. 

https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/agenda/our-events/events/youth-climate-and-sustainability-round-table-3

