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Help

Source: Future learn, 2021



It is a chain (a system)

of many and very
different actors…



Source: OECD, 2021, own elaboration

• Over 800 mio. undernourished people
• Even more overweight or obese
• A rising public health burden

• 35% of the world’s soils is degraded; 
• 50% of the world’s agricultural area is 

under water stress; 
• agricultural production contributes to 11-

24% of global GHG emissions

• Farm and  food SME‘s incomes 
are under sustained pressure 

• Rural-urban migration 
implications

EXPECTATIONS





570 mio farms

SUPPLIERS OF KEY INPUTS

AGRICULTURE

Sustainability starts with an appropriate income for
farmers, factory workers and food SME‘s owners…

When they can provide decent income for the
household, they will act towards sustainability...

INTERMEDIATORS
FOOD 

PROCESSING
FOOD RETAIL

Source: WEF, 2020

STRUCTURAL IMBALANCES IN THE GLOBAL FOOD SYSTEM 



SOURCE: UN Comtrade, 2020

THE GLOBAL FOOD TRADE HAS MORE THAN DOUBLED IN THE LAST TWO DECADES



Where does total AG trade growth come from and where does it go?
Share of total growth; Y: 2006 to 16

SOURCE: OECD/FAO, 2020



The consequences: agricultural trade balances by region

SOURCE: OECD/FAO, 2021



The future: projections of the agricultural trade by commodity
Expected anual growth rate

SOURCE: OECD/FAO, 2021



Source: OECD/FAO, 2020

Long-term evolution of real agricultural prices
(global average)



• The value added/worker is „high“ and rapidly
increasing in the most developed countries …

• … but and very low World average and
stagnating in poor countries.



Source: DG Agri, 2018





"The State of Food Security and Nutrition in the World - 2021"
The goal of zero hunger by 2030 will be missed by a margin of nearly 660 million people.

FAO, 2021



Global prevalence of obesity in adults

Obesity has nearly tripled globaly since 1975.
In 2016, more than 1.9 billion adults +18 were overweight. 

Of these over 650 million were obese.



Undernourishment, overweight and obesity, 2000-2016



Mean estimate of the total annual food costs
Monetization of the key externalities from food consumption

Source: UN, 2021 Source: The Rockfeler fundation, 2021





Population, food production and agricultural land use in the long run

Source: OECD/FAO, 2020



Sources of growth in global agricultural output, 1961-2016

Source: OECD/FAO, 2020





Direct emissions from agriculture, by region and source, 2018

Source: OECD/FAO, 2020



So, what can we do to make change happen?

Source: UN FSS, 2021



Systemic approach to governance of transformation

• The FOOD SYSTEMS APPROACH is needed for effectively addressing the 
„triple challenge“ (food and nutrition security, environmental sustainability, economic & social 
prosperity)

• These complex challenges were / are still often approached in isolation 
(simple linear cause-effect relations)

• But they are interlinked and can not be tackled in isolation

• Unfortunately, no universal pathways or win-win solutions exist (highly country 
and context-specific process)

• Analyse, diagnose, decide the context-specific public and private actions

• A food systems approach is inherently political (interests and perceptions vary between 

stakeholders) so effective governance it is crucially important

• Importance of high-quality and transdisciplinary knowledge being 
adequately disseminated



• ESS is urged to further intensify the discussion and work on the food 
systems transition.

• ... but also be careful that the transformation of food systems does 
not become too complex...

• Emphasise the importance of knowledge and research

• We should be very present, very outspoken, and inspire others to 
make positive changes of the food system happen.

So, what can ESS do to make change happen?
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THANK YOU!


