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	European Commission position on points 
of the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) opinion considered as essential

	The Commission warmly welcomes the Committee's opinion and its strong support for the New European Bauhaus (NEB) and for the roadmap for its implementation, as outlined in the Commission Communication[footnoteRef:1] adopted in December 2025 as part of the broader European Affordable Housing Plan. In addressing the broader housing crisis across Europe, the EU must ensure that actions to tackle housing affordability challenges follow the integrated NEB approach so that they can help foster social cohesion and improve the overall quality of life in local neighbourhoods through a clean, circular, climate-resilient, and highly efficient built environment. [1:  	Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, the Council, the European Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions New European Bauhaus - from vision to implementation (COM(2025)1026 final) (https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52025DC1026&qid=1782805014477). ] 

The Commission fully shares the EESC’s view that the NEB brings added value by translating policy objectives into tangible, people-centred solutions while fostering green innovation and enhancing competitiveness. 
The Commission also welcomes the unanimous adoption, on 11 May 2026, of the Council Recommendation on the NEB[footnoteRef:2] referred to in the Committee’s opinion. This represents a major milestone for the NEB, as EU Member States are vital for its successful implementation on the ground, acting as a crucial bridge between the EU and local or regional levels to deliver place-based transformations. The Commission fully agrees with the EESC that this represents an opportunity for Member States to put in place and coordinate measures in full respect of subsidiarity while delivering clear EU added value, as the NEB empowers Member States and regional and local actors to reflect their unique national and local needs and priorities. [2:  	Council Recommendation on the New European Bauhaus (9128/26) https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CONSIL:ST_9128_2026_INIT&qid=1782804272513. ] 

In response to the specific conclusions and recommendations outlined in the Committee’s opinion, the Commission offers the following comments, in line with the vision of the NEB.
Regarding the call on the Commission to develop key performance indicators (KPIs), the Commission acknowledges that a harmonised set of NEB indicators could support the horizontal cross-cutting implementation of the values and principles of the NEB and also help to assess the impact of NEB actions. The Commission has started the preparatory work for measuring the transformative impact of NEB projects, keeping in mind the possible connection with existing frameworks to avoid overlaps.
The Commission welcomes the EESC's call to deeply embed NEB values and principles at both the EU and national level. Furthermore, the Council Recommendation on the NEB encourages Member States to build on lessons learned from successful projects, initiatives and governance structures and mainstream the NEB values and principles into their relevant policies and funding instruments, in full respect of their competences and the subsidiarity principle. As an example, Ireland’s Town Centre First Heritage Revival Scheme (THRIVE) demonstrates how multilevel governance can translate NEB principles into local action. By combining EU Cohesion Policy funding, national support, regional implementation and community-led planning, it enables towns to transform vacant heritage buildings into sustainable, inclusive and attractive community assets.
The proposal for revision of the Public Procurement framework aims to encourage economic benefits throughout the product lifecycle. It includes, for example, the provision of additional tools to procure green or innovative products and to take social considerations into account, without imposing a disproportionate administrative burden.
Regarding professional excellence and accessible upskilling, the Commission shares the belief that 
a well-skilled workforce is the foundation of the clean transition. The NEB Academy[footnoteRef:3] as a learning and innovation infrastructure of the NEB is becoming the core infrastructure not only for knowledge and research valorisation, as well as skills development, but also for safe experimentation and innovation, providing a dynamic link to ensure that all knowledge produced under the NEB Facility R&I is channelled towards skilling activities, capacity-building and applied innovation. [3:  	https://new-european-bauhaus.europa.eu/tools-and-resources/neb-academy_en. ] 

On the inseparability of the NEB and affordable housing, the Commission firmly shares the view that housing must be sustainable, high-quality, and affordable. As mentioned above, the Commission is addressing this directly through the European Affordable Housing Plan, and the NEB is an important part of the overall approach. A wide range of topics of the NEB Facility calls 2025-2027 test diverse solutions to housing affordability from community initiatives and ownership to circular and novel methods of construction and funding models. Additionally, the establishment of a NEB Lab specifically dedicated to affordable housing solutions is also an ongoing commitment to the connection between NEB and housing affordability. A NEB Catalogue of Blueprints for Affordable and Resilient Homes[footnoteRef:4], has been produced as a first deliverable being 
a practical learning tool that supports the delivery of more affordable, inclusive and resilient homes and neighbourhoods by mapping challenges, mechanisms and project responses that can be replicated and adapted to local conditions. Finally, the NEB Prizes 2025 awarded four special ‘Affordable Housing Prizes’ to completed projects in the EU that combine affordability with sustainability, inclusivity, and beautiful design. [4:  	https://new-european-bauhaus.europa.eu/tools-and-resources/neb-catalogue-blueprints-affordable-and-resilient-homes_en. ] 

The Commission welcomes the EESC’s remark on the need for greater attention to the funding of water resilience, biodiversity, land use, climate adaptation, resilience and nature-based solutions. The Commission also fully shares the EESC’s position that building maintenance and the more efficient use of vacant or under-occupied buildings, as well as circular practices in the construction ecosystem, are important measures to reduce the environmental footprint of the built environment and increase the provision of affordable housing. The EESC’s suggestion to call the NEB a ‘strategic instrument for competitiveness and the Clean industrial Deal’ is fully supported.
The Commission is fully aware that to scale solutions for sustainable, resilient neighbourhoods that truly embody the integrated NEB approach, multi-level cooperation is needed, data needs to be collected, and best-practices need to be disseminated. To address this, the NEB Facility has supported the establishment of a NEB Hub for Results and Impact[footnoteRef:5], which will collect, analyse, and share lessons learned. Building on this, the Commission will further enhance and structure its NEB knowledge base through a NEB Knowledge Portal, which will start operations in 2027. [5:  	https://nebjunction.eu/. ] 

The transformative power of education is fully recognized in the context of the NEB and concerning the integration of the NEB into national education programmes, Member States are encouraged, with full respect for their competences, to consider the added value of the NEB in this area, through the aforementioned Council Recommendation. It is also recommended that Member States promote the NEB Route within Discover EU[footnoteRef:6] and that they raise awareness of the NEB values and principles among pupils and students. The NEB Trophy 2026 Design Competition invited students across the EU to design the first official Trophy of the NEB Prizes. The finalists were invited to present their concepts at the Festival of the NEB in Brussels where visitors had the opportunity to vote for their favourite trophy. Moreover, the Commission is supporting an exploratory action for a possible NEB joint European Degree to develop transdisciplinary competences across architecture, design, sustainable engineering, and the arts that are relevant for NEB at university level. [6:  	https://youth.europa.eu/discovereu/new-european-bauhaus-routes_en. ] 

Regarding the challenges faced by smaller entities, including accessing funding, the Commission recognises that barriers need to be removed to the widest extent possible, and additional support is to be provided as much as possible and feasible. The boost for small municipalities and the NEB advisory funding hub, are two responses that seek to support small scale projects and project promoters. In order to honour and recognise the value of small-scale initiatives in the most remote and small territories, the Commission has granted 40 prizes and boosts to small municipalities to face the challenges to implement projects in the built environment according to NEB values and principles. Additionally, the Advisory Funding Hub will match small scale grassroot NEB projects with philanthropy and crowdfunding. Furthermore, the Commission provides tailored expert assistance to 14 managing authorities, intermediate, and implementing bodies across nine Member States to integrate NEB principles into the 2021–2027 cohesion policy programmes, strengthen project preparation, and promote simplified reimbursement models (Financing not linked to costs and simplified Costs options). These measures may help improve access to funding for smaller beneficiaries by reducing administrative complexity. 
The NEB Community brings together many types of entities including civil society organizations and small entities working to bring local NEB projects to life in their communities, but also National Contact Points and potential partners that can collaborate, including through NEB Labs. Additionally, through the NEB Advisory Hub the Commission aims to improve access and capacity support to funding for smaller players. The Commission and its partners, in particular the European Institute for Innovation and Technology, are in constant dialogue with the wide variety of NEB stakeholders in order to also increase their innovation and business development capacities and to support their matching with potential investors.
The Commission fully agrees on the importance of participatory tools, whereby participation is a core working principle of the NEB which permeates all aspects of the NEB initiative to ensure that communities affected by a project are involved in its design, decision-making and implementation phases. A truly NEB-aligned project will involve civil society or representatives of social groups within a highly participatory framework. In this regard, the Commission also takes note of the word of caution on the potential over-reliance on digital tools, while stressing the importance of continuing exploring how digital support can be aligned to the NEB, as some previous projects have demonstrated[footnoteRef:7]. Inclusion is one of the core values of the NEB and the Commission is mindful of the diversity of all NEB stakeholders in this context. [7:  	See for instance Home | DigiNEB.] 

Finally, regarding targeted communication and the role of arts and cultural heritage, the Commission fully recognizes the transformative power of culture and arts for the clean transition. The NEB aims to actively break down silos between the arts, science, and industry. The Commission aims to expand the NEB community and reach new relevant groups. Furthermore, it will strive to strengthen the European Capitals of Culture Initiative and to explore synergies with the values and principles of the NEB.






