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	The Commission welcomes the opinion of the Committee on the Commission Proposal for a Regulation establishing a framework of measures for the acceleration of industrial capacity and decarbonisation in strategic sectors and amending Regulations (EU) 2018/1724, (EU) 2024/1735 and (EU) 2024/3110[footnoteRef:1]. [1:  	COM(2026) 100 final (EUR-Lex - 52026PC0100 - EN - EUR-Lex).] 

Together with other measures introduced under the Clean Industrial Deal[footnoteRef:2], the Commission proposed the Industrial Accelerator Act (IAA) to strengthen the competitiveness, resilience and decarbonisation of the Union’s industrial base. Companies operating in the sectors covered by the IAA are currently taking long-term decisions on the location, expansion, modernisation or closure of production facilities. As these investments are highly capital-intensive and largely irreversible, uncertainty regarding permitting procedures, future market demand and the regulatory framework risks encouraging companies to move production and investment outside the Union, thereby increasing dependencies in strategic value chains and weakening the Union’s industrial capacity. The proposal therefore introduces measures designed to create a more predictable investment environment, including accelerated permitting procedures, measures to stimulate demand for European low-carbon industrial products and technologies, and conditions to attract quality foreign investments. By reducing investment risks and strengthening the business case for industrial decarbonisation, the initiative seeks to anchor industrial capacity within the Union, accelerate the deployment of net-zero technologies and support the transition towards a more resilient, competitive and climate-neutral European economy. [2:  	COM(2025) 85 final (EUR-Lex - 52025DC0085 - EN - EUR-Lex).] 

General comments
The Commission welcomes the Committee’s support for the IAA’s objective of increasing manufacturing’s share of EU gross domestic product (GDP) to 20% by 2035. The Commission agrees that faster and more efficient permitting procedures must remain consistent with environmental protection requirements, public participation rights and access to justice. Furthermore, the Commission takes note of the Committee’s support for the ‘low-carbon’ and ‘Made in EU’ criteria and shares the Committee’s view on the importance of safeguarding European value chains. Finally, the Commission shares the Committee’s view that the success of the industrial transition will also depend on skills development and measures that ensure a fair and socially balanced transition. The Commission will continue to take these considerations into account during the legislative process and in the implementation of the IAA.
Permitting and acceleration areas
The Commission shares the Committee’s view that faster and more efficient permitting procedures are essential to accelerate industrial investment. To address delays and bottlenecks linked to structural factors, the IAA proposal introduces in Articles 4 and 5 measures aimed at improving coordination and administrative efficiency, including digital permitting procedures via the European Business Wallet, single permit applications, access points and clear time limits.
The Commission acknowledges the Committee’s view that industrial acceleration areas must provide genuine benefits by enabling faster permitting and facilitating the deployment of strategic industrial projects. Under the Commission proposal, industrial acceleration areas will benefit from streamlined permitting through aggregated baseline permits (Article 27 of the IAA proposal). They will take advantage of facilitated access to energy infrastructure by ensuring that energy needs are assessed and reflected in network planning (Article 26(1)(c) and (d) of the IAA proposal). In addition, acceleration areas will contribute to addressing skills shortages by promoting training, apprenticeships and partnerships (Article 26(1)(g), (h) and (i) of the IAA proposal).
The Commission also takes note of the concerns regarding Natura 2000 and other sensitive areas and recalls that any designation must comply with the Union’s environmental legislation and be based on appropriate environmental assessments. The Commission also recalls that acceleration areas are not aimed at increasing regional disparities, but at creating a level playing field through targeted measures. Effects on territorial cohesion are also listed among the relevant criteria to designate acceleration areas. The objective of the IAA is to ensure that each Member State designates at least one acceleration area where all industrial projects can benefit from, inter alia, faster permitting procedures, provided that the area hosts at least one project from one of the strategic sectors listed in Annex I.
Made in EU
The Commission takes note of the Committee’s view on the importance of ensuring that the geographic scope of the proposal ensures effective reciprocity, and is accompanied by appropriate safeguards. The Commission confirms that the purpose of the provisions on Union origin is to foster the creation of lead markets for European low-carbon industrial products and ensure the resilience and competitiveness of the EU’s manufacturing sector, while safeguarding the EU’s strategic autonomy. These considerations will remain key in the proposal’s implementation. The empowerment of the Commission to exclude third countries is indispensable for ensuring a quick reaction to geopolitical changes and uniform conditions of implementation across Member States. At the same time, the proposal reflects a targeted and proportionate approach to respect EU commitments towards international partners and preserve its openness to international trade on fair terms.
The Commission takes further note of the Committee’s view that ‘Made in EU’ criteria should be extended to steel. The Commission recalls that the steel sector is already covered by a comprehensive EU protection framework addressing carbon leakage through the Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism[footnoteRef:3] and import surges linked to global overcapacity through the EU’s Steel Regulation which entered into force in July 2026[footnoteRef:4]. [3:  	Regulation (EU) 2023/956 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 10 May 2023 establishing a carbon border adjustment mechanism (EUR-Lex - 02023R0956-20251020 - EN - EUR-Lex).]  [4:  	Regulation (EU) 2026/1384 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 17 June 2026 addressing the negative trade-related effects of global overcapacity on the Union steel market and amending Regulation (EU) 2020/2170 (Regulation - EU - 2026/1384 - EN - EUR-Lex).] 

The Commission takes note of the Committee’s interest in the role of private procurement and private sector-driven demand in supporting the objectives of the IAA. This approach is fully aligned with Article 16 of the proposal, which empowers the Commission to introduce demand-side measures for products in the chemical sector.
Foreign direct investments
The Commission shares the Committee’s view on the importance of ensuring that foreign direct investments contribute to the Union’s value creation, strengthen industrial ecosystems and support the Union’s strategic objectives, including decarbonisation, circularity and high environmental and social standards. The Commission is also mindful of the need to avoid unnecessary administrative burdens and will ensure that the implementation of the IAA is coherent with existing instruments, including the Foreign Direct Investment Screening Regulation[footnoteRef:5]. In this context, the Commission proposed measures in a very targeted manner, ensuring that large investments in certain emerging strategic sectors add value to the Union’s economy and contribute to its supply security. [5:  	Regulation (EU) 2019/452 establishing a framework for the screening of foreign direct investments into the Union, (EUR-Lex - 02019R0452-20211223 - EN - EUR-Lex).] 

Furthermore, the Commission fully recognises the importance of a skilled workforce for maintaining Europe’s industrial competitiveness and strategic autonomy. For this reason, the proposal includes workforce-related safeguards, notably in Article 18, which provides that, as an investment criterion, at least 50% of the workforce employed in the context of the foreign direct investment must consist of Union workers across all categories of positions, including operational, technical, supervisory and managerial roles.





2

