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	European Commission position on points 
of the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) opinion considered as essential

	Introduction 
The Commission welcomes the ongoing efforts of civil society and social partners to contribute to both the implementation and the monitoring of the Reform Agendas. The insights from civil society, enabled by its close involvement and important local perspective, can support the governments in the policy design and ensuring the quality of the reform implementation whilst their additional reporting can support the Commission during the assessment phase. The performance-based Facilities and the Reform Agendas are a historical opportunity to accelerate reforms and unlock financial support for the EU accession process and single market integration. Only the joint efforts from the public institutions, civil society and social partners can ensure that this momentum is capitalised to the fullest.
Conclusions and Recommendations 
The Commission takes note of the conclusions and recommendations of the EESC opinion. 
The Commission recognises that the Reform Agendas are advancing unevenly under the Reform and Growth Facility for the Western Balkans. In this context, the Commission through the Instrument for Pre-accession Assistance and the  Neighbourhood, Development and International Cooperation Instrument (NDICI) - Global Europe instrument supports the creation of a conducive environment for civil society organisations (CSOs) in the enlargement countries; promotes the establishment of 
a dialogue between civil society and public authorities; and builds capacity of CSOs towards their sustainability and expert contribution to policy and reforms. To this end, the Commission supports civil society in their monitoring role of the reforms and recognises that their role should be enhanced as implementing partners.
The Commission supports the strengthening of regional networks and CSOs to expose corruption and human rights violations, in addition to the ongoing EU-Council of Europe cooperation through the Horizontal Facility providing technical assistance and capacity building to support reforms aligned to EU fundamental rights standards. This partnership contributes to inclusive and participatory implementation of key reforms for the EU accession process. 
The Commission shares the assessment of the EESC opinion regarding the high implementation rate of the Moldova Reform Agenda commitments so far. That said, maintaining the good pace of implementation will require increased whole-of-society efforts and close coordination with the Commission services. At the same time, the speed of reforms should not undermine the quality of the implementation or the meaningfulness of the consultations with citizens and civil society. 
The Commission shares EESC’s view on the importance of robust anti-corruption institutions and civil society under extra-ordinary wartime conditions, as well as for the recovery of Ukraine and its EU accession process. The Commission recognises the crucial role of CSOs as watchdogs against corruption and in ensuring the transparency and accountability in the reconstruction process. The continuous dialogue with civil society will remain essential in stimulating further reforms during the lifecycle of the Ukraine Facility, and allegations of political pressure on CSOs and activists should be thoroughly investigated.
The EU Civil Society Strategy[footnoteRef:1] explicitly recognises the civic space in Member States and enlargement countries as a continuum and shared space. Enlargement countries are integrated and/or associated in actions under the Strategy as relevant, and the enlargement dimension is mainstreamed throughout the Strategy. This fosters gradual integration by enabling civil society from enlargement partners to participate on an equal footing as their counterparts in the Member States. Furthermore, the Strategy outlines two actions specifically targeted at enlargement countries, one focusing on strengthening EU’s engagement with civil society in the preparation of meetings of relevant bodies under the association agreements, and the second on detecting emerging signs of shrinking civic space.   [1:   COM(2025)790 final (EUR-Lex - 52025DC0790 - EN - EUR-Lex).] 

Social dialogue plays a crucial role in economic reforms, facilitating their smooth implementation and ensuring that the interests of all stakeholders are considered. Moreover, social dialogue and public policies are mutually reinforcing. The Commission supports economic and social reforms (education, employment, health) in enlargement countries in an inclusive way, promoting social dialogue. Effective social dialogue can result in the better design and implementation of public policies, while well-designed public policies can create a more favourable environment for social dialogue and economic growth in enlargement countriesis. 
The Commission shares the EESC’s views on the role of the social partners in the design, implementation and monitoring of the reforms while being aware of the capacities in thematic areas that need to be improved for the future performance-based instruments.  
Conclusion
[bookmark: _Hlk205361661]The Commission welcomes the EESC opinion on Civil Society’s role in supporting reform under the growth plans for the Western Balkans and Moldova, as well as in Ukraine’s reform path. The Commission is committed to continue collaborating with the EESC in follow up actions, and in advancing the role of civil society and civic representatives on the implementation and the monitoring of the growth plans. 



