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	European Commission position on points
of the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) opinion considered as essential

	The Commission welcomes the opinion of the Committee on the Programme for Agile and Rapid Defence Innovation (AGILE).
The EESC notes that acceleration must not come at the expense of transparency, accountability and democratic scrutiny, and raises concerns about the potential undermining of the role of national parliaments. The Commission notes that the urgency embedded in the draft Regulation relates solely to the need to adopt the instrument swiftly to allow for its implementation within the current multiannual financial framework (MFF), and given the pressing and evolving defence needs of Member States. It is an appeal to expedite negotiations, not a procedural workaround. The decision to trigger any urgency procedure for the negotiation of the Regulation rests entirely with the co-legislators themselves, leaving democratic scrutiny fully intact.
The opinion states that AGILE funds should be additional to existing EU defence programmes and recommends to substantially increase the budget of AGILE instrument in the next MFF period based on the outcome of the evaluation of the pilot programme.
The Commission recalls that, for the implementation of the AGILE programme, it is working within the margins available under the current MFF. While the reallocation from source programmes (i.e. European Defence Fund –(EDF), European Defence Industry Programme (EDIP, EU Space Programme, Secure Connectivity Programme) is modest in relative terms, and will not impact negatively existing policy priorities, its impact per euro is expected to be significantly higher: by targeting individual small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) and start-ups rather than large consortia, AGILE will deliver focused support where it is most needed, with a stronger leverage effect on the European defence innovation ecosystem. AGILE will also deliver funding to companies in approximately four months, in a more targeted and impactful way.
The EESC also emphasises the need to ensure the broad participation of SMEs, start-ups and single companies from all Member States, strengthening geographical balance and inclusiveness across the Union. It also recommends introducing robust measures to ensure effective compliance with eligibility requirements, particularly regarding ownership and control of relevant entities.
The Commission recalls that ensuring the wide participation of entities from across the EU is a core policy objective across all its programmes, and existing instruments already demonstrate strong geographical spread. Moreover, the Commission will carry out dedicated outreach to ensure broad SME participation across Member States and associated third countries.
On eligibility, AGILE largely mirrors the EDF framework: entities must be established in the EU or 
an associated third country, with executive management structures there, and must not be controlled by a non-EU or non-associated third country. Companies will need to demonstrate eligibility by providing details on their ownership and control structure. The Commission will conduct assessments on this basis using established procedures, that are already in place for other programmes, such as EDF or EDIP. In specific cases, AGILE may also allow participation of innovative defence actors established in third countries, provided they effectively relocate to the EU, reflecting the 'Choose Europe' logic of attracting innovative companies to the single market. Nonetheless, the Commission recalls that given that AGILE primarily targets SMEs and is based on the data from other defence programmes (namely EDF), the risk of control by non-associated third countries is in any case very low.
The opinion calls for AGILE projects to be firmly driven by clearly identified defence capability requirements and closely aligned with end-user needs, pointing to the importance of access to real-world testing environments, including military exercises and testing grounds, to validate solutions, ensure reliability and accelerate uptake. The opinion also notes that AGILE should allow the participation of both individual companies and small-scale consortia, in order to maximise accessibility and flexibility for innovative defence actors; and recommends including Research and Technology Organisations (RTOs) as eligible participants notably in support of new entrants. It also recommends that AGILE supports the continuous development and upgrading of existing innovative solutions, alongside its focus on breakthrough defence technologies.
The Commission fully shares the view expressed in the EESC opinion and notes that the main objective of AGILE is to accelerate the development of innovative defence products and technologies that meet the needs of Member States. This is why the AGILE Programme is by design mission-driven, responding to the urgent and concrete operational needs of Member States. Specific challenges will be defined in close collaboration with Member States and prime contractors, ensuring direct alignment with end-user requirements. The Commission also notes that the participation of consortia is possible in line with the AGILE Regulation, but that the policy focus is deliberately on single entities to complement the European Defence Fund, where consortia are already the primary target. RTOs may participate in testing and validation activities and are eligible in that context. Finally, continuous development and upgrading of existing solutions through iterative cycles is already explicitly embedded in AGILE's design. The Regulation proposal explicitly mentions that the Programme should support activities involving field testing, experimentation and demonstrations, allowing entities to validate innovative solutions in realistic operational conditions, generating real-time feedback that can be used to refine and improve the solutions through an iterative process.
The EESC notes that participation in the AGILE programme should be conditioned on commitments to skills development, quality employment and full respect for workers’ rights, in line with the European social model; and underlines the need for a human-centric approach to artificial intelligence, in particularly when applied to defence related activities. Finally, the opinion calls on AGILE to consider and integrate the perspectives of employers, workers, and society as a whole.
The Commission fully shares the EESC's emphasis on the importance of upholding labour, social and environmental standards as fundamental values underpinning the European project. However, it notes that these matters fall predominantly within national competence, and it would thus be inappropriate for AGILE to either duplicate or interfere with Member State responsibilities in these areas. To the extent that EU-level obligations apply, compliance is already implicit in the broader EU legal framework governing any EU-funded instrument.



