The EU long-term budgetInvest in what matters
EU long-term budget negotiations: the European Parliament's position
The European Parliament adopted its position on the EU’s budget for 2028-2034 in April 2026.
Following the vote in plenary, European Parliament President Roberta Metsola, together with MEPs Siegfried Mureşan and Carla Tavares, who drafted Parliament’s report, outlined the key points in a press conference. Parliament now stands ready to negotiate with member states on the final shape of the long-term EU budget, once the EU Council, representing the member states, has agreed on an equally detailed negotiating position.
Watch the press conference.
Scaling up the budget to match growing challenges
Parliament is proposing a larger EU budget than both the current framework and the Commission’s 2025 proposal – not despite economic realities, but because of them. MEPs argue that Europe is facing a growing number of challenges that require a stronger collective response, from geopolitical instability to economic pressures and environmental crises.
Parliament’s proposed total budget of €1.78 trillion (in 2025 prices), or €2.01 trillion in current prices, for 2028 to 2034, is around €175 billion (2025 prices) more than the Commission’s proposal, and places the repayment of the NextGenerationEU recovery fund outside the budget’s main ceilings. This would set the budget at 1.27% of EU gross national income (GNI), an increase of approximately 10% that would be directed entirely to policy priorities, with no additional spending on administration.
Parliament’s lead negotiators, Siegfried Mureşan and Carla Tavares, argue that the proposed increase is moderate, justified and realistic. They say it is the minimum amount of money the EU needs to meet its commitments, respond to citizens’ expectations, and address major challenges.
The latest EU-wide Eurobarometer polling showed that nine-in-ten Europeans want EU countries to be more united in facing the current global challenges, with three-quarters saying that the Union needs more resources.
Protecting core policies while investing in new priorities
In its negotiating mandate for the next EU long-term budget, Parliament wants to allocate sufficient resources for new EU priorities, such as defence and competitiveness, without neglecting long-standing priorities which remain the backbone of EU action and which have proven their value for member states and regions over decades.
To enhance predictability for beneficiaries, Parliament wants separate, sufficient and clearly ringfenced funding for agriculture, fisheries, cohesion policy and the European Social Fund. It is also calling for the full involvement of local and regional authorities in designing, programming, implementing and monitoring actions, to make sure that local communities are not sidelined when governments negotiate their national plans with the Commission.
At the same time, MEPs back stronger investment in future-oriented areas. Parliament welcomes the boost in funding for competitiveness, defence, innovation, and the green and digital transitions proposed by the Commission. It also calls for reinforced support for programmes such as Horizon Europe, the Connecting Europe Facility, Erasmus+, the European Competitiveness Fund, AgoraEU, and the EU civil protection mechanism, alongside dedicated funding for health and environmental action.
New revenue sources to sustain the budget
Parliament is a long-standing proponent of new revenue sources for the EU budget to finance existing commitments and new priorities. The EU budget will have to pay back the recovery fund that was established during the Covid-19 pandemic to shield Europeans from the accompanying economic shock. To match all these demands, the EU needs more revenue.
Currently, the budget relies largely on contributions from national contributions. MEPs argue that this system needs to be complemented by new, genuinely European resources. Options include revenues linked to emissions trading and the carbon border adjustment mechanism, as well as levies on non-recycled e-waste, tobacco, or corporate turnover. Parliament supports the Commission proposals for new own resources, which would if implemented provide an estimated €60 billion annually.
Alternative sources of revenue proposed by Parliament, should no consensus be reached on existing proposals, include: a digital services levy, an online gambling and gaming tax, and a levy on crypto-related capital gains. EU countries made a commitment in 2020 to introduce new revenue sources, but so far, have failed to do so. MEPs stress that the member states need to act quickly so that new revenue streams can support citizens and businesses from the start of the next budget cycle.
Transparency, accountability and democratic oversight
Parliament is concerned that the Commission’s proposed budget structure could make EU spending less transparent and harder for citizens to track. The proposal concentrates a lot of power in the hands of the Commission to shift money among policy areas without Parliament’s involvement in the decision, and with little public oversight. Parliament supports more detailed budget lines that would allow MEPs and European citizens to check where EU funding is going and how efficiently it is used. Ensuring both predictability and democratic scrutiny is essential for maintaining trust in EU spending.
Respect for EU values as a condition for funding
Parliament reiterates that access to EU funds by member states must be linked to respect for EU values and the rule of law. At the same time, MEPs say that the final beneficiaries of funding, such as students, researchers or civil society organisations, should not be penalised for breaches committed by national governments.
What’s next?
Having adopted its negotiating mandate on 28 April 2026, Parliament is ready to negotiate with member state governments. Parliament is fully prepared, with clear and detailed political positions and figures. But a formal negotiation process with the Council can only start on the basis that member states have agreed amongst themselves on a comprehensive mandate of their own. In the meantime, the MFF co-rapporteurs are available for regular discussions ahead of the launch of the formal negotiation process, and informal meetings have already taken place.
At the end of the talks, Parliament will have to give its consent – by absolute majority – to the long-term budgetary framework. As the EU’s democratically elected body, Parliament has the responsibility to approve, monitor and scrutinise the EU budget.

