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	European Commission position on points
of the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) opinion considered as essential

	The RESourceEU Action Plan[footnoteRef:1] is a key pillar of the Commission’s competitiveness and economic security agenda, underpinning the green and digital transitions as well as aerospace and defence needs. The RESourceEU Action Plan accelerates the implementation of the objectives of the EU raw materials strategy, preserves and expands EU production of primary and secondary critical raw materials (CRM). It strengthens the EU’s resilience against supply disruptions and charts a path towards a faster diversification of CRMs supply chains. It follows up on and complements the Critical Raw Materials Act (CRMA), which entered into force in May 2024, and reacts to recent weaponisation of CRMs by dominant market players. It also charts the path to the CRM Centre and the next Multiannual Financial Framework. The Commission welcomes the support of the EESC to the Action Plan, its objectives and measures. [1:  	COM(2025) 945 final (EUR-Lex - 52025DC0945 - EN - EUR-Lex).] 

Critical Raw Materials Centre:
As announced in RESourceEU, the Critical Raw Materials Centre (CRM Centre) is being set up to play a central role in securing access to critical raw materials for European industry. Working with Member States, and industry stakeholders, it will coordinate actions and financing across the entire CRM value chain, in Europe and globally. The CRM Centre will be a strategic hub, aiming to safeguard the viability of strategic projects required for Europe’s competitiveness and resilience from extraction to recycling. It will help to build and manage strategic stockpiling of strategic raw materials, to facilitate matchmaking, linking supply and demand across the value chains and to enable joint purchasing initiatives to ensure security of supplies as well as to develop an Observatory for data gathering and analyses. The Commission is currently collecting feedback from stakeholders. The Commission established a ‘Critical Raw Materials Centre’ unit in DG GROW to operationalise important aspects and tools from the CRMA and RESourceEU such as CRM intelligence, stockpiling, investments, and joint purchasing.

Sustainability & Water Framework Directive[footnoteRef:2] (WFD): [2:  	Directive (EU) 2026/805 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 30 March 2026 amending Directive 2000/60/EC establishing a framework for Community action in the field of water policy, Directive 2006/118/EC on the protection of groundwater against pollution and deterioration and Directive 2008/105/EC on environmental quality standards in the field of water policy, OJ L, 2026/805, 20.4.2026 (http://data.europa.eu/eli/dir/2026/805/oj).] 

The Commission takes note of the call by the EESC that the upcoming revision of the WFD must not result in any lowering of environmental protection standards. On 22 May 2026 the Commission published specific guidance on implementing the WFD in the permitting of new projects and existing activities, with a particular focus on mining. The guidance is intended to reduce uncertainty around procedures and assessment criteria for environmental assessments under the WFD, support simpler and more harmonised implementation, and help speed up assessments for new CRM projects. It also sets out existing flexibilities and exemptions that Member States may use in permitting decisions, while maintaining high standards of environmental and water protection. In response to the Call for Evidence for the targeted revision of the WFD, the Commission received over 3 100 submissions. The consultation showed a clear majority of stakeholders against revising the Water Framework Directive, calling for maintaining the current level of environmental safeguards, better implementation and enforcement of the existing law. By contrast, submissions from stakeholders in the mining and metal processing industries, along with some other economic sectors support regulatory changes to allow greater flexibility to derogate from the non-deterioration principle in order to address reported permitting bottlenecks. In addition to the Call for Evidence, the Commission is undertaking other targeted stakeholder consultations to establish a comprehensive evidence base for the assessment of the Directive and potential changes.
The Commission remains committed to the implementation and enforcement of the WFD as a key pillar of water legislation. In the current geopolitical context, the EU needs to achieve environmental objectives while ensuring security of supply of critical raw materials essential for the competitiveness and security of the EU – a strategic objective also acknowledged in submissions received. The Commission intends to find a targeted and balanced solution that ensures the legislation is sufficiently flexible to support the security of supply of critical raw materials while maintaining a high level of environmental safeguards and effectively protecting human health and ecosystems.
Improving circularity and recycling:
The Commission is preparing a targeted measure for aluminium scrap, following a stakeholder consultation, that was open until 31 January 2026. The central policy objective is to increase the availability of affordable scrap for EU remelters and aluminium producers. The Commission is also preparing the implementation of export measures on scrap from rare earth permanent magnets. To facilitate the implementation of the measures and improve trade monitoring, new customs codes for aluminium scrap (7602) and rare earth permanent magnets scrap are being introduced which will provide more precise information as of January 2027. The more granular codes are intended to distinguish better between different scrap qualities. Due for adoption in 2026, the proposal for a Circular Economy Act will establish a Single Market for secondary raw materials, increase the supply of high-quality recycled materials and stimulate demand for these materials within the EU.
CRMA amendments:
With RESourceEU, the Commission also proposed targeted amendments to the CRMA, namely to streamline and strengthen the obligations on large companies using strategic raw materials and to support the secondary market of permanent magnets. On the obligation for large companies using strategic raw materials, the Commission’s proposal clarifies some of the elements to be assessed by the companies for their risk assessment (i.e. mapping of the component supply chain) and foresees a new empowerment allowing the Commission to adopt, if need be, a delegated act imposing the mitigation measures to be adopted by the large companies. Having said that, this empowerment is only a possibility, with large companies remaining free to choose the measures to adopt in order to mitigate their supply-chain vulnerabilities. The Commission would be empowered to do so only where significant vulnerabilities to supply disruptions are detected and after a careful assessment, ensuring the necessity and proportionality of the measures. The amendments are currently being under discussion in the European Parliament and the Council.



