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	The Commission would like to thank the Committee for its opinion on the European Grids Package. Grids are the backbone of the Energy Union and the foundation of a secure, independent and prosperous Europe. They are instrumental in integrating European electricity markets and the transition towards a clean, renewables-based energy system. Grids ensure that European industries and households enjoy a stable and secure energy supply and, as highlighted in the Competitiveness Compass[footnoteRef:1] and Affordable Energy Action Plan[footnoteRef:2], grids are critical for strengthening Europe’s long-term competitiveness and strategic autonomy. [1:  	COM(2025) 30 final (EUR-Lex - 52025DC0030 - EN - EUR-Lex).]  [2:  	COM(2025) 79 final (EUR-Lex - 52025DC0079 - EN - EUR-Lex).] 

The Grids Package[footnoteRef:3], adopted on the 10 December 2025, introduces key reforms to strengthen and streamline Europe’s energy infrastructure planning and ensure greater alignment with EU climate and energy targets. The Commission, in close cooperation with the Member States, transmission system operators (TSOs) and National and Regulatory Authorities (NRAs), will take a more central role in developing the Ten-Year Network Development Plan (TYNDP) scenario, coordinating data collection and overseeing a central, multi-sector scenario covering electricity, gas and hydrogen, while incorporating flexibility, stakeholder consultation and regulatory input. This scenario will be updated every four years, with additional sensitivities and interim revisions possible, ensuring responsiveness while maintaining long-term consistency. [3:  	COM(2025) 1005 final (EUR-Lex - 52025DC1005 - EN - EUR-Lex).] 

At the national level, TSOs and distribution system operators (DSOs) will use in their planning processes a cross-sector scenario consistent with the central TYNDP scenario and its sensitivities, ensuring coherence between EU-wide and Member State planning. Together, these measures aim to accelerate decarbonisation, improve grid efficiency and reduce bureaucratic delays, while fostering a more integrated, flexible and future-proof energy system.
The Commission agrees with the EESC on the need to increase the budget allocation to the Connecting Europe Facility for Energy (CEF-E). The Commission proposal for the next Multiannual Financial Framework proposed a five-fold increase of the CEF-E budget to EUR 29.9 billion, significantly expanding the public financing available for cross-border grids at the EU level. However, the Commission advises against imposing additional socio-economic conditionalities specific for funding under CEF, beyond existing EU and national obligations, since this would add requirements and complexity to the process.
The Grids Package also strengthens the security and resilience of Europe’s energy infrastructure by addressing both physical and cyber threats, as well as geopolitical risks tied to foreign investment. Under the trans-European energy network (TEN-E) framework, the proposal mandates that security and resilience assessments become an integral part of Projects of Common Interest (PCI) and Projects of Mutual Interest (PMI) monitoring, ensuring that vulnerabilities are identified and mitigated from the earliest stages of project planning. Additionally, the proposal establishes a new infrastructure category under TEN-E, covering specialised equipment and installations designed to enhance the protection of already existing cross-border electricity networks. Together, these measures strengthen the grid against both external attacks and strategic dependencies, reinforcing Europe’s energy autonomy. The Commission is implementing a number of funding programmes to support defence-related investments. The Security Action for Europe (SAFE) is the EU’s financial instrument designed to provide financial support of EUR 150 billion to Member States, aiming to speed up defence readiness by allowing urgent and major investments, including protecting critical infrastructure. Furthermore, the recently adopted update to the Cybersecurity Act tasks the European Union Agency for Cybersecurity to do a regular analysis addressing the sectors of high criticality and other critical sectors, including the energy sector. 
The Grids Package significantly advances grid optimisation by prioritising cost-effective, innovative alternatives to traditional network infrastructure expansion. A key innovation is the introduction of a dedicated category for ‘non-wire solutions’, which includes grid-enhancing technologies and digital solutions - such as dynamic line rating, power flow control and advanced monitoring systems - that increase cross-border capacity and operational efficiency without the need for physical grid reinforcements. These solutions would benefit from priority consideration in both EU-wide planning (TYNDP) and national transmission development plans, ensuring their benefits - such as lower costs, faster deployment and reduced environmental impact - are fully accounted for in investment decisions. By optimising existing infrastructure, the proposal aims to maximise available cross-border capacity, delivering economic benefits for businesses and consumers while supporting the transition to a more efficient, decarbonised and affordable energy system.
In this regard, the Grids Package builds on already existing requirements under the European legislative framework when it comes to the use of non-fossil flexibility and alternatives to grid development. These were introduced by the Clean Energy Package[footnoteRef:4] reforms in 2019 both at transmission and distribution level, and further strengthened by the Electricity market reform in 2024 by creating a framework for flexibility needs assessments, including national reports on estimated flexibility needs, setting national indicative objectives for non-fossil flexibility, or the EU Agency for the Cooperation of Energy Regulators (ACER) report analysing national flexibility needs, providing recommendations on issues of cross-border relevance and removing barriers to the entry of non-fossil flexibility resources. To further address non-discriminatory access to flexibility markets, the Commission is working on the development of the Network Code on Demand Response to address the remaining regulatory barriers, facilitate market participation of demand response including load, energy storage and distributed generation, individual or aggregated, and enable market-based procurement of local services by DSOs and TSOs, while supporting the achievement of the Union's targets for renewable energy generation. [4:  	https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/b4e46873-7528-11e9-9f05-01aa75ed71a1/language-en?WT.mc_id=Searchresult&WT.ria_c=null&WT.ria_f=3608&WT.ria_ev=search.] 

The Commission agrees with the EESC on the need to further strengthen digitalisation of the grid, including corresponding data flows, and ensure a level playing field for access to energy-related data, their use and reuse, as well as the timely adoption of AI and GenAI-powered solutions, while preserving European sovereignty and competitiveness. The Commission has put forward a Strategic Roadmap for digitalisation and AI in the energy sector, while ensuring coherence with its Apply AI Strategy[footnoteRef:5]. The Roadmap builds on current activities to ensure seamless, secure and efficient data exchanges along the energy value chain and will aim at accelerating the real-world implementation of the federated ecosystem of the Common European Energy Data Space. These actions will, among others, boost the use of demand side flexibility as a means to better use current grid capacity and foster the uptake of additional RES generation.  [5:  	COM(2025)723 final (EUR-Lex - 52025DC0723 - EN - EUR-Lex).] 

Additionally, the European Commission is working with regulators (ACER and CEER, the Council of European Energy Regulators) to establish a set of smart grid indicators that will help focus investments in smart grid solutions. The Commission notes that the considerations put forward by the EESC are in line with its approach, whereby the increased use of flexibility must be accompanied by appropriate protection for vulnerable consumers and those with limited flexibility potential. In line with the Citizens’ Energy Package[footnoteRef:6] and existing EU legislation, the Commission promotes a consumer-centred approach to flexibility, ensuring that participation remains voluntary, transparent and beneficial and that consumers who cannot adjust their consumption are not unduly disadvantaged. The Commission also recognises that flexibility potential varies across consumer groups, including industrial users, and considers that existing frameworks allow for proportionate and tailored approaches, while safeguarding security of supply and system stability. [6:  	https://energy.ec.europa.eu/publications/communication-citizens-energy-package_en.] 

The Commission acknowledges the contribution highlighted by the EESC of decentralised generation, energy communities and storage to optimising grid use and enhancing public acceptance of the energy transition. The Grids Package and the Citizens’ Energy Package support the uptake of energy communities, self-consumption and flexibility solutions, including storage, by improving market access, data availability and interoperability. At the same time, the Commission underlines that such solutions complement, but do not replace, the need for grid expansion and modernisation, given increasing electrification and renewable energy integration. The Commission will continue to assess the role of market signals in incentivising grid-supportive behaviour, while ensuring consistency with the principles of cost-reflectivity, non-discrimination and consumer protection.
The Commission agrees with the EESC that grid development should support socio-economic stability and support a just and fair transition. In this regard, EU policy frameworks and funding instruments, including the Just Transition Mechanism, support regions and workers affected by the transition, while ensuring alignment with national and regional development strategies. The Commission further considers that grid investments, alongside a more consumer-centred energy system, can contribute to job creation, regional development and social cohesion, while respecting Member States’ competences in regional development, labour and social policy, in accordance with the principle of subsidiarity.
The European Grids Package also fosters public acceptance and engagement by ensuring that the development of cross-border energy infrastructure is both fair and transparent. The package introduces measures that enhance transparency and predictability like clearer communication about the wider advantages of infrastructure developments beyond the hosting nations, as well as the establishment of EU-wide principles to ensure a fair and predictable cross-border cost allocation (CBCA) process. Additionally, the package proposes a framework to facilitate the voluntary bundling of PCIs and PMIs, encouraging collaborative cost-sharing discussions among relevant EU Member States and third countries. Last but not least, the package also aims for strong involvement of stakeholders and local initiatives in network planning – both via relevant planning provisions in the legal proposals, as well as by recommendations for national level included in the Guidance on efficient and timely grid connections.
On congestion income, the Commission proposal builds on the existing objectives of the Electricity Regulation[footnoteRef:7], which already governs the use of congestion revenues. The objective is to provide a clearer and stronger investment signal for cross-border energy infrastructure. This proposal does not entail any EU-level pooling or redistribution of these funds. The ring-fenced amounts are to be used for PCIs/PMIs located on the territory of the Member States where the congestion revenues have been collected, unless decided otherwise by the competent national authorities. National responsibility, regulatory oversight and decentralised financial management are fully preserved. Lastly, the 25% reservation for network investments in PCIs and PMIs does not apply to total congestion income but exclusively to the amounts unspent after congestion income has been spent for priority objectives a) guaranteeing the actual availability of the allocated capacity and b) compensation to offshore renewable electricity generation plant operators, under Article 19 of the Electricity Regulation. [7:  	Regulation (EU) 2019/943 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 5 June 2019 on the internal market for electricity  (http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2019/943/oj).] 

On public participation and acceptance in the development of energy projects, specifically in permitting procedures, the Commission proposal continues to support early and meaningful public consultation requirements under the TEN-E Regulation[footnoteRef:8] and the amended directives. These acts contain measures that ensure informed, timely and transparent public participation as a minimum standard, requiring consultations to take place in a manner and timing that allows them to feed into the planning of projects. Specifically, with regards to the development of renewable energy projects, the proposal includes the measure of the independent facilitator with the aim to enhance public involvement and dialogue for RES projects even before the start of the official process. Through this, it is ensured that the concerned public and communities have all relevant information but also a direct way to interact with the promoters, aimed at finding solutions and avoiding possible legal disputes further in the process. Regarding the redistribution of benefits, the new proposal builds on the existing measure in the Renewable Energy Directive[footnoteRef:9] and places a direct obligation on the Member States to adopt measures so that large renewable energy projects share their benefits with local citizens and communities by means of direct or indirect participation. These can take different forms and aim to ensure public participation by local communities in renewable energy projects and increase public acceptance. [8:  	Regulation (EU) 2022/869 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 30 May 2022 on guidelines for trans-European energy infrastructure, amending Regulations (EC) No 715/2009, (EU) 2019/942 and (EU) 2019/943 and Directives 2009/73/EC and (EU) 2019/944, and repealing Regulation (EU) No 347/2013 (http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2022/869/oj.]  [9:  	Directive (EU) 2023/2413 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 18 October 2023 amending Directive (EU) 2018/2001, Regulation (EU) 2018/1999 and Directive 98/70/EC as regards the promotion of energy from renewable sources, and repealing Council Directive (EU) 2015/652 (https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32023L2413&qid=1699364355105).] 

The Commission agrees with the EESC that recognising the importance of ensuring authorities are adequately equipped is of utmost importance. The Commission already had included such an obligation in the Renewable Energy Directive. The proposal expands such requirements for Member States to ensure the appropriate human and technical resources to handle permit granting applications within the applicable timeframe for infrastructure projects. Decisions granted tacitly, no permitting process for small capacity projects and digital tools for permitting processes help to ensure that authorities resources are allocated where most needed and prioritise substantive assessments and approval procedures.



