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	European Commission position on points 
of the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) opinion considered as essential

	The Commission welcomes the support of the Committee for this proposal.
Point 1.1: 
The Commission welcomes the Committee’s call on the co-legislators to ensure consistency across the legislative proposals of the Automotive Package adopted in December 2025. As regards the ‘Made in the EU’ dimension of the automotive value chain, the Commission also notes its proposal for 
an Industrial Accelerator Act[footnoteRef:1], adopted in March 2026. [1:  	COM(2026)100 final (EUR-Lex - 52026PC0100 - EN - EUR-Lex).] 

Point 1.2: 
The Commission notes that the objectives of transitioning towards climate neutrality and maintaining the competitiveness of European industry go hand in hand. The pathway towards zero-emission mobility requires an integrated approach combining CO₂ reduction, industrial competitiveness, social fairness and technological leadership.
Point 1.3: 
The Commission notes that its proposal creates flexibility for the CO2 emission standards, by allowing vehicles with a broader range of powertrains to be put on the market from 2035 onwards, including internal combustion engine vehicles and hybrid electric vehicles. This comes with certain conditions and limitations in order to ensure that a clear long-term signal for investors in zero-emission technologies and electrification is maintained.
Point 1.4:
The Commission notes that its proposal acknowledges the role of sustainable renewable fuels in meeting the CO2 emission reduction targets for manufacturers. Together with the other flexibilities introduced, this offers additional time for manufacturers and their suppliers to transition towards zero-emission vehicles. At the same time, it is necessary to maintain the clear long-term signal for investors in zero-emission technologies and electrification. Weakening the CO2 emission targets would undermine that signal and would put at risk the return on investments made or planned, slow down the transition and weaken the competitive position of our industry at a time where other markets and competitors are moving ahead fast.
Point 1.6:
The Commission notes that its proposal to relax the 2030 emission target for light commercial vehicles takes into account the short-term barriers to the deployment of zero-emission vehicles for specific use cases in that segment. However, a further lowering of this intermediate target, as mentioned by the Committee (point 2.13), would further slow down or even halt investment in the transition and put at risk the benefits in operating costs that efficient electric vans can deliver, in particular for professional users, and in reducing EU’s dependence on imported fossil fuels.
Point 1.7:
The Commission welcomes the Committee’s support for the introduction of credits for low-carbon steel made in the EU in the context of the vehicle CO2 emission standards. The relevant definitions and methodologies are set out or will be further developed under the proposed Industrial Accelerator Act and the Ecodesign for Sustainable Products Regulation.
Point 1.8:
The Commission welcomes the Committee’s support for the introduction of super-credits for small electric cars made in the EU as a way to incentivise the uptake of more affordable electric vehicles while enhancing the competitiveness and sustainability of the European automotive sector. While super-credits are effective in creating such incentives at the earlier stages of market uptake, it is also known that they carry the risk of becoming counter-productive when the market becomes more mature as they allow manufacturers to meet their CO2 targets with a lower electric vehicle market share. Therefore, extending the super-credits beyond 2034 as proposed by the Committee bears the risk of slowing down the sales of electric cars, rather than incentivising it. The Commission also notes that the Committee’s call to revise the 2030 emissions reduction target for passenger cars, if it leads to a weakening of the target, would be inconsistent with ensuring that electrification is the principal path for the transition to climate neutrality.
Point 1.9:
The Commission notes that its proposal includes fuel credits in the target compliance calculation. However, extending this approach beyond the associated conditions and caps would risk blurring the distinct responsibilities of manufacturers and fuel suppliers and weakening the long-term electrification signal. The Commission agrees with the Committee that calculating the emissions of the various energy sources used to propel vehicles is challenging, while it would require the use of a robust and harmonised methodology. 






