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	European Commission position on points of the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) opinion considered as essential

	The Commission welcomes the Committee’s support for the Strategic Foresight Report 2025. For future opinions on the Strategic Foresight Reports, the Commission invites the Committee to include also elements related to the upcoming Commission Strategic Foresight report which are discussed within the Committee. That would allow to further reinforce the Committee’s input.
The Commission would like to respond in more depth to the following points of the 
Committee’s opinion. 
Recommendations 1.1. and 1.3.
The 2025 Commission Strategic Foresight Report was the first under the new Commission mandate 2024-2029. It served not only to provide a comprehensive and new approach to resilience that is transformative, proactive and forward-looking. It also set up a framework for the new generation of reports, which as of 2026 will be informed by robust foresight process, including exploring alternative possible future scenarios.
Recommendation 1.2.
The Commission welcomes ongoing efforts of the Committee to support the process informing the annual Strategic Foresight Reports. These efforts allow for timely and concrete inputs presenting views of the organised civil society in Europe, including employers, workers and civil society organisations. That adds to the broad and inclusive participative process within the Commission. In addition, the process informing the annual Strategic Foresight Reports already includes a call for evidence and consultations with EU institutional partners through the European Strategy and Policy Analysis System (ESPAS), the foresight network of the decentralised EU agencies, think tanks, and Member States through the EU-wide Foresight Network. The Protocol on cooperation between the Commission and the EESC[footnoteRef:1] sets out the framework for the collaboration between the two institutions. [1:  	http://data.europa.eu/eli/C/2024/2206/oj. ] 


	Recommendation 1.4.
The Commission agrees with the importance of evidence-based policies, which should be underpinned by relevant indicators. In this spirit, the Commission has worked on EU-wide comprehensive metrics for sustainable and inclusive wellbeing that can be used to monitor progress in wellbeing in the EU over time in a systematic and cross-cutting way. In addition, Commission services have explored a number of less comprehensive alternatives or complements to established GDP metrics to capture better the real benefits and costs of economic activity for and on society and the environment. The recent Strategy on Intergenerational Fairness[footnoteRef:2] also proposes to compile
a dedicated Intergenerational Fairness Index, to capture inequalities in opportunities across current generations and over time. [2:  	COM(2026)110 final (IMMC.COM%282026%29110%20final.ENG.xhtml.1_EN_ACT_part1_v9.docx).] 

Recommendation 1.5. to 1.10.
The Commission takes note of the areas mentioned in the Committee’s opinion. In light of global megatrends, the report analyses key EU-specific challenges that affect resilience. To address these challenges, the report also outlines a non-exhaustive set of key areas for action that can significantly enhance the EU’s long-term resilience. 
Recommendation 1.11. 
The Commission agrees on the importance of close cooperation on foresight between all EU institutions, including the EESC, under the framework of ESPAS. This cooperation includes, not only Horizon Scanning and an annual high-level ESPAS Conference, but also the Global Trends Reports[footnoteRef:3]. Every 5 years the ESPAS Global Trend report allows to propose a common long-term vision ahead of the new EU political cycle. [3:  	ESPAS Global Trends Reports | ESPAS  (https://espas.eu/gtr.html).] 





