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The hearing examined how Roma culture relates to a shared European identity and discussed priorities for strengthening Roma and Travellers' equality, participation and inclusion across the European Union.
The exchanges confirmed that Roma inclusion must combine social policy with recognition of culture, language, history, identity and leadership. Speakers repeatedly underlined that combating anti-gypsyism and ensuring meaningful Roma participation remain essential conditions for durable progress.
Welcome and Opening Session
Veselin Mitov, President of the EESC Roma Permanent Group, opened the hearing by stressing that Roma inclusion is fully consistent with the European Union’s core values and with the principle of being “United in Diversity”. He underlined that Roma communities are an integral part of Europe’s history and culture and that inclusion requires their equal participation in society.
Panel I: From Identity and Belonging to Representation and Visibility
Atanas Stoyanov, DG JUST, European Commission, presented the current EU framework for Roma equality, inclusion and participation. He recalled the 2020 EU Roma Strategic Framework and the 2021 Council Recommendation, highlighting their focus on combating anti-gypsyism, supporting participation in public life, and recognising the diversity of Roma communities. He underlined that the Framework takes account of the specific situation of women, children, persons with disabilities and LGBTQI persons. He also stressed that culture is essential to broaden the framework beyond employment, housing and education, and noted that while social policy measures remain indispensable, they are not sufficient on their own. In this context, he referred to support provided through the Citizens, Equality, Rights and Values (CERV) Programme, notably under its Equality and Remembrance strands.
Atanas Stoyanov further emphasised that implementation depends on close cooperation with civil society, international organisations and Roma-led institutions, including ERIAC, as well as continued support for commemorative and visibility initiatives. In this regard, he referred in particular to International Roma Day on 8 April, the remembrance of the Roma Holocaust on 2 August, and Romani Language Day on 5 November.
Jaroslav Kling, Fundamental Rights Agency, presented the 2024 Roma Survey, which is based on interviews with more than 10,000 Roma households. He stressed the diversity covered by the umbrella term “Roma” and noted that the survey points to significant variation in the use of Romani, Cant and Sinti languages at home. Overall, fewer than one in three Roma or Traveller respondents across ten EU Member States reported using Romani, Cant or Sinti as the main language spoken at home. He emphasised that language preservation remains an important dimension of Europe’s cultural diversity and added that many respondents who speak a Romani language at home also report good proficiency in the national language. He further noted that language use appears to vary more significantly by age than by gender, with respondents aged 25 to 44 being the most likely to use Romani languages at home. The survey also suggested that neighbourhood context plays an important role, as living in areas where Romani languages are spoken supports their continued use and transmission.
Marina Vasić, Council of Europe, argued that addressing Roma culture is an essential counter-narrative to approaches that focus only on poverty and exclusion. She referred to the Council of Europe’s strategy on Roma inclusion until 2030 and underlined that participation should evolve into Roma leadership, supported by remembrance, cultural institutions, media work and accurate representation. She also noted the Council of Europe’s efforts to combat anti-gypsyism in the media, including initiatives to promote responsible reporting on Roma issues, and stressed that journalism has an important role to play in ensuring fair and accurate representation. In the same context, she highlighted the importance of integrating Roma history more fully into public narratives and education.
Panel II: Inclusion in Practice: The Way Forward
Lucie Fuková, Czech Commissioner for the Roma Minority, noted that recent reports show both progress and continuing structural barriers on Roma integration in the country. She highlighted persistent discrimination, segregation in education and housing, and underrepresentation in decision-making. She called for stronger participation, capacity-building, better reporting mechanisms and improved data and evaluation tools. She also referred to community-based approaches as a particularly important example of good practice.
Anna Mirga-Kruszelnicka, ERIAC, explained that ERIAC is the first transnational Roma organisation dedicated to the promotion of arts and culture. Founded with the support of the Council of Europe and operating as a membership-based organisation, ERIAC brings together both individual members and organisations and contributes to strengthening the implementation of Roma cultural rights across Member States. She stressed that anti-gypsyism remains widespread and deeply rooted, and that efforts to combat stereotypes must also engage Roma communities themselves, particularly young Roma, in order to strengthen self-image and belonging. She emphasised that, alongside opening mainstream institutions to Roma, there is also a need for Roma-led institutions of their own. She noted that in many countries Roma are recognised as a national minority, which provides an important framework for the protection of cultural rights. She also warned that Romani languages are endangered and referred to ERIAC initiatives designed to support language teaching and learning through practical tools. More broadly, she called for stronger access to translation and interpretation in Romani, greater visibility of Roma history in national museums and public institutions, and more systematic work on school curricula, cultural heritage and the memorialisation of the Roma Holocaust.
Rafael Saavedra, Fundación Secretariado Gitano, presented an approach based on combining direct services with public policy advocacy. He emphasised the importance of quality education, support for families and schools, and employment policies that promote both access and stability, while stressing that exclusion must be addressed across education, housing, discrimination and gender equality. He also underlined that culture is both a human right and a tool for social cohesion. In this context, he referred to the recognition of 2025 in Spain as the Year of the Roma People, marking 600 years since the first documented arrival of Roma in the country. He noted that this initiative aims to recognise the cultural, social and linguistic legacy of the Roma people and to encourage reflection on both historical and contemporary challenges. He added that the declaration explicitly acknowledges that the history, culture and contributions of the Roma people have been fundamental to the development of Spain’s collective identity.
Martin Collins, Co-Director of the Pavee Point Traveller and Roma Centre, focused on the links between inclusion policy, cultural recognition and participation in the Irish context. He referred to work in education, employment, health and accommodation, and stressed the importance of anti-racism training, legal remedies, language preservation and explicit recognition of Travellers and Roma in public policy. He also referred to a Civil Service internship scheme, now being rolled out over several years, through which Travellers and Roma have moved into full-time employment. He further noted that a new strategy will seek to strengthen the visibility of Travellers and Roma in culture and museums. One element of this work is a research project on Travellers’ language, aimed at preserving an oral linguistic tradition for future generations. He also observed that under-identification remains an issue, noting that while the community itself is estimated at around 60,000 people, official census figures are significantly lower. He also referred to Travellers’ Pride and related events as important initiatives for promoting Traveller culture and identity.
Key Conclusions
The hearing confirmed broad agreement on several points: Roma inclusion must go beyond narrow social policy and fully incorporate culture, language, identity, memory and representation; anti-gypsyism remains a structural obstacle requiring coordinated action; Roma participation must be strengthened through support for Roma leadership and Roma-led organisations; and sustainable funding remains indispensable for implementation.

