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	European Commission position on points
of the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) opinion considered as essential

	The Commission acknowledges the insightful opinion presented by the Committee regarding the proposal for the Euratom Research and Training Programme 2028-2032.
1.1. Strategic role of the Euratom Research and Training Programme
The Commission welcomes the Committee’s strong support for the Euratom Programme proposal, in particular as regards its contribution to competitiveness, energy security and sustainability. The Commission proposed the new Euratom Programme as a key Union instrument to support research and innovation in nuclear technologies in pursuit of those objectives. The Commission also welcomes the Committee’s emphasis on the need to ensure adequate funding for the Programme.
1.2. Need to strengthen public and private funding for nuclear research
The Commission agrees that it is necessary to increase Member States’ funding and to leverage private financing in addition to Euratom funding in order to achieve a sufficient mass of resources for nuclear research. Furthermore, the Commission agrees that it is important to enhance the role of smaller enterprises such as innovative start-ups to boost innovation in the nuclear field. However, the Commission does not support Amendment 6 which would introduce a derogation from the application of Article 27 of Horizon Europe’s Rules for Participation by introducing reimbursement of up to 100% of total eligible costs for all for-profit legal entities, not only small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), for research at low Technology Readiness Level. As with other new multiannual financial framework (MFF) programmes, the Euratom Programme should act as a catalyst for private capital involvement in nuclear research, promoting risk sharing and better use of limited EU funds.
1.3. Importance of international cooperation
The Commission welcomes the opinion of the Committee on the importance of international cooperation for nuclear research and is of the view that international partnerships should be pursued for pooling resources and sharing risks where mutual benefit and clear added value exist and where the EU’s basic principles are protected. The Commission emphasises that the Euratom Programme shares provisions on the association of third countries with Horizon Europe, providing a common and coherent framework for the participation of interested countries. For this reason, the Commission does not support Amendment 1 as it would create a discrepancy between Article 8(3) of the proposal for Euratom Regulation and Article 9(4) of the proposal for Regulation establishing the Horizon Europe 2028-2034.
1.4. Fusion energy
The Commission agrees that EU action is relevant for the development of fusion energy, including participation in ITER and the strengthening of a robust European ecosystem in light of increasing international competition in this field. The forthcoming fusion strategy will provide a comprehensive framework for accelerating technology development, scaling up industrial capacity, and consolidating financing and legal frameworks.
1.5. Nuclear fission research
The Commission emphasises that the proposal for the 2028-2032 Euratom programme provides for a significant increase in the budget for fission research, with a view to supporting the development of innovative fission technologies while supporting the highest standards of safety. At the same time, the Commission acknowledges the different sensitivities of Member States regarding nuclear power and the need to secure unanimous support for the Programme in the Council. This led the Commission to propose a balanced wording reflecting the role of the Euratom Programme in supporting research and innovation underpinning advanced fission technologies, including Small Modular Reactors (SMRs) and Advanced Modular Reactors (AMRs), together with the safety assessments required to help de-risk such technologies. For these reasons, the Commission does not support Amendments 2 and 3 proposed by the Committee.
1.6. Potential of non-power applications of nuclear technologies
The Commission agrees with the Committee’s view that greater emphasis should be placed on research into non-power applications of nuclear technologies and on radiation protection research. The increase in the budget for fission research and the updated scope of research proposed by the Commission provide a solid basis for such actions. This will help Member States harness the opportunities offered by nuclear technologies for the benefit of citizens, while reducing the risks associated with ionising radiation.
1.7. Investment in development of skills and competencies in nuclear field
The Commission emphasises that its proposal provides a strong basis for future actions concerning nuclear skills, competencies and access to research infrastructures necessary to maintain a qualified workforce and expertise in the nuclear field. As the Euratom Programme is focused on research and training, its support for awareness-raising will remain limited. For this reason, the Commission does not support Amendments 4 and 5 proposed by the Committee, while acknowledging the importance of broader awareness and societal engagement on nuclear issues.
1.8. Simplification
Simplification is a priority for the Commission. It aims to reduce administrative burden and unnecessary complexity for beneficiaries of the Euratom Programme while enhancing speed and flexibility. As the Euratom Programme applies Horizon Europe’s rules for participation and dissemination, the new features introduced under Horizon Europe to further simplify implementation for beneficiaries are proposed to also apply to the Euratom Programme.
1.9. Need to ensure a seamless support across the nuclear innovation cycle
The Commission agrees with the Committee’s view on the need for stronger synergies between the Euratom Programme, the European Competitiveness Fund and Horizon Europe. For the Union to take the lead in innovative nuclear technologies such as fusion and SMRs/AMRs, the Euratom Programme should be implemented in close coordination with these programmes in order to ensure seamless support across the innovation cycle.



