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	European Commission position on points 
of the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) opinion considered as essential

	The Commission welcomes the Committee’s opinion on EU policy agenda for liveable cities. In line with the mission letter[footnoteRef:1] of Executive Vice-President Fitto, the Commission adopted on 3 December 2025 a Communication entitled EU Agenda for Cities: Driving Growth and prosperity[footnoteRef:2]. The EU Agenda for Cities presents the EU vision, policy and a set of actions for cities of all sizes and sets out a forward-looking perspective for sustainable and integrated urban development. It aims to provide a framework to strengthen the territorial and urban dimension of EU policies.  [1:           	The Mission Letter of EVP Fitto.]  [2:  	COM(2025) 739 final (EUR-Lex - 52025DC0739 - EN - EUR-Lex).] 

[bookmark: _Int_dsHCwNbC]The Commission takes note of the opinion of the EESC and its recommendations, that will contribute to the implementation process of the Agenda. This has started in 2026, in alignment with Annex 1 to the Communication that presents flagship actions of the EU Agenda for Cities and their delivery timeframes. In reference to point 1.1, these actions represent a series of concrete activities and developments that will be carried out, supported by other levels of governance and EU institutions and bodies in a collaborative process. The Commission will monitor the EU Agenda for Cities’ implementation in an integrated and inclusive way.
On point 1.2 and point 3.1, the Commission would like to underline the role of the EESC and the relevance of its contribution for the delivery of the EU Agenda for Cities. This Agenda requires support from all levels of governance, and types of actors that contribute to sustainable, inclusive and resilient urban development. Civil society is a genuine partner at all levels of governance; the Commission welcomes the EESC’ inputs to support the delivery process. Contributions from the EESC will feed the reflection around the deployment of this Agenda and relevant developments on policy areas concerning urban development.  
On point 1.4 regarding the reference to access to financing, it is underlined by the Commission that, to respond to the multiple challenges faced by cities today, cities need to strengthen their capacity for action, notably through funding. EU Member States and regions are encouraged to step up their ambition in the resourcing of their urban strategies, including through their National and Regional Partnership Plans (NRPPs) while taking into account the specificities of cities. Moreover, the EU Facility[footnoteRef:3] will also support urban authorities to develop innovative projects, strengthen capacity building, and provide an environment to share know-how on sustainable urban development. In addition, under the European Competitiveness Fund, cities could potentially benefit, for example via the clean transition and industrial decarbonisation window, as well as access other EU programmes to address their challenges, including the Horizon Europe programme.On point 1.5, the Commission highlights that in its proposal for the National and Regional Partnership (NRP) Regulation[footnoteRef:4] Community-led Local Development (CLLD) is included in Article 76 as a territorial tool in the continuity of the approach for integrated territorial development in Cohesion policy. CLLD can be implemented and used to support local integrated strategies in urban areas, building on the practices and achievements of the previous programming periods. The Strat-Board tool[footnoteRef:5] of the Urban Data Platform plus provides indications on the CLLD in place in EU Member States currently.  [3:  	SWD(2025) 565 final (EUR-Lex - 52025SC0565 - EN - EUR-Lex ).]  [4:  	COM(2025)558 final (EUR-Lex - 52025PC0558 - EN - EUR-Lex ).]  [5:  	Strat-Board tool.] 

On point 2.9, the Commission agrees on the importance to improve the synergies between urban mobility, housing and spatial planning under an integrated approach as referred to in chapter 2.6 of the EU Agenda for Cities. To build this approach, with a view to aligning where people live with high-quality multi-modal urban mobility solutions, with better coordinating land-use decisions vis-à-vis urban mobility investments and by integrating affordability, density and accessibility into one coherent planning framework will be key. Implementing the EU methodology for sustainable urban mobility plans will allow an integrated approach.
On points 2.8 and 2.12, the Commission provides, under the Section of the Communication on 'EU funds in the proposed Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF) 2028-2034', references to urban development and various opportunities for cities. Efforts to consolidate and simplify instruments are at the core of the Commission proposals for the next programming period. The ambition expressed in the Communication is to continue to provide wide ranging support to cities through the EU Cities platform. The platform will host and organise the different types of support provided by the Commission to cities in a consolidated way. It is a structure for policy action and cooperation with cities. It will be composed of several initiatives and streams of support, built-in in a comprehensive, simplified and accessible way for beneficiaries, providing genuine simplification and EU added value, while facilitating multi-level governance cooperation towards achieving sustainable and integrated urban development. One of the components of the future EU Cities Platform is support for innovative projects, and one is on data and tools repository (in reference to point 3.14). 
On points 2.12 and 3.3, the Commission would like to clarify the relationship between the new EU Agenda for Cities and the existing Urban Agenda for the EU (UAEU). The EU Agenda for Cities of the European Commission does not replace the Urban Agenda for the EU; it is the perspective and frame for the Commission’s actions to support sustainable urban development, and it covers several actions including the connection with the Urban Agenda for the EU. The Urban Agenda for the EU and its Thematic Partnerships are under the steering role of EU Member States. It represents one specific instrument for multi-level governance. Similar forms of partnerships are not planned as part of the EU Agenda for Cities. The two Agendas can concretely interconnect in the following ways: i) subjects raised in EU Agenda for Cities could turn into Thematic Partnerships under the Urban Agenda for the EU, ii) outputs of Partnerships feed into continuous dialogue under EU Agenda for Cities​, iii) planning and outcomes of dialogues of EU Agenda for Cities will be presented in UAEU governance structure.​, iii) the advisory for funding and financing window under the future EU Cities Platform will build on the ‘Better funding’ actions of the Urban Agenda for the EU, and iv) the EU Cities Platform will ensure dissemination, capitalisation and access to knowledge resources, including outcomes of UAEU Partnerships. ​
On point 3.2, the Commission considers that the EESC’s work in carrying out dialogues and ensuring the involvement of social partners, civil society organisations, other organisations, and citizens on the policy areas covered by the EU Agenda for Cities can complement high-level political dialogues and technical dialogues to provide feedback to the EU level. 
On point 3.4, the Commission recognises the importance of the partnership principle and necessary involvement of local authorities and stakeholders. The programming and implementation of the EU policies under shared management are based on the partnership principle. Such stakeholder participation enhances the quality, ownership, and effectiveness of interventions, ensuring that actions are better tailored to specific territorial needs of urban areas. This approach is pursued under the Commission’s proposal for the National and Regional Partnership Regulation. 
On point 3.6 and point 3.9, it should be specified that the consultations and dialogues described in the EU Agenda for Cities will not replace established consultation mechanisms that are part of the better regulation agenda of the European Commission and institutional cycle. They will provide a specific opportunity for local authorities and other urban stakeholders to exchange with Commission services on their challenges, solutions, and support the identification of regulatory issues and simplification efforts of the Commission. Through other existing formats such as Implementation dialogues, reality checks and expert groups, consultations are also organised with different actors from the business sector, civil society organisations and public authorities. They also allow various types of actors to provide inputs, notably on issues that impact local development. The upcoming Voices of the Future initiative, part of the Strategy on Intergenerational Fairness and developed in cooperation with the Committee of the Regions, will invite local and regional authorities to engage in shaping their regions’ future. 
On point 3.13, the Commission recognises that the impacts of Union legislation may be different across local and regional levels and for public authorities. Impact assessments and evaluations should systematically consider territorial impacts when they are relevant. Thanks to territorial impact assessments (TIA), the needs and specificities of different EU territories can be better considered to facilitate cohesion across the Union.  
On point 3.15, the Commission recognises the importance of a balanced tourism development in the cities. When managed sustainably, tourism in urban destinations can boost local economy while respecting the interests of the communities. The upcoming EU strategy for sustainable tourism will aim to support tourism destinations, including urban, with the objective of making them more resilient, balanced and competitive. 




