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	European Commission position on points
of the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) opinion considered as essential

	The Commission thanks the Committee for its opinion and the cooperation during the drafting phase and would like to share the below points.
The legislative proposal[footnoteRef:1] amending Directive 92/6/EEC[footnoteRef:2] to exempt certain N2 electric vehicles, hereinafter ‘N2 e-vans’, from the requirement to install and use a speed limitation device is part of the Automotive Omnibus that the Commission adopted on 16 December 2025. It should be possible to use such N2 e-vans on public roads without them being equipped with a speed limitation device. [1:  	COM(2025) 999 final (EUR-Lex - 52025PC0999 - EN - EUR-Lex).]  [2:  	Council Directive 92/6/EEC of 10 February 1992 on the installation and use of speed limitation devices for certain categories of motor vehicles in the Community (http://data.europa.eu/eli/dir/1992/6/oj).] 

The proposal complements the parallel legislative proposal on the simplification of technical requirements and testing procedures for motor vehicles [footnoteRef:3] that amends among others the General Safety Regulation[footnoteRef:4] with a view to exempting N2 e-vans from the requirement to be equipped with a speed limitation device for type-approval purposes. Dropping the requirement to install a speed limitation device in N2 e-vans for type-approval purposes is only meaningful if these vehicles can be used on public roads without being equipped with such a device. [3:  	COM(2025) 993 final (EUR-Lex - 52025PC0993 - EN - EUR-Lex).]  [4:  	Regulation (EU) 2019/2144 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 27 November 2019 on type-approval requirements for motor vehicles and their trailers, and systems, components and separate technical units intended for such vehicles, as regards their general safety and the protection of vehicle occupants and vulnerable road users, amending Regulation (EU) 2018/858 of the European Parliament and of the Council and repealing Regulations (EC) No 78/2009, (EC) No 79/2009 and (EC) No 661/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council and Commission Regulations (EC) No 631/2009, (EU) No 406/2010, (EU) No 672/2010, (EU) No 1003/2010, (EU) No 1005/2010, (EU) No 1008/2010, (EU) No 1009/2010, (EU) No 19/2011, (EU) No 109/2011, (EU) No 458/2011, (EU) No 65/2012, (EU) No 130/2012, (EU)No 347/2012, (EU) No 351/2012, (EU) No 1230/2012 and (EU) 2015/166  (http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2019/2144/oj).] 

The Committee recognises the regulatory barriers that hinder the uptake of light electric commercial vehicles but underlines that regulatory simplification should not come at the expense of established road safety standards or the protection of drivers and vulnerable road users, including cyclists and pedestrians. As indicated in the Staff Working Document accompanying the legislative proposal on the simplification of technical requirements and testing procedures for motor vehicles, the impact of the measure on road safety is likely to be neutral. Speed limitation devices would limit the speed of N2 e-vans to 90 km/h. Vehicle speeds above 90 km/h only occur on motorways and interurban roads where there are few vulnerable road users such as pedestrians and cyclists. In accordance with the previously mentioned Regulation, N2 e-vans have to be equipped with several advanced driver assistance systems including intelligent speed assistance systems which notify drivers whenever they drive faster than the applicable speed limit. Moreover, N2 e-vans can only be driven by professional drivers (with a category C or C1 driving licence) and/or by experienced drivers (with a category B driving licence that has been issued at least two years before). Finally, a combination of an N1 vehicle with a maximum mass of 3,5 tonnes and a 750 kg trailer can be used on public roads without a speed limitation device; exempting N2 e-vans with a maximum mass not exceeding 4,25 tonnes is consistent with that rule.
The Committee’s recommendation to extend the requirement to have a speed limitation device installed in all N1 vehicles instead of exempting N2 e-vans from that requirement has not been considered as this would not be a simplification (which is the purpose of the proposal). Moreover, the Committee notes that ‘the Commission advocated fitting speed limiters to N1 vehicles’ in 2012. While the final report of the evaluation study on speed limitation devices of 2014[footnoteRef:5] recommended ‘to further investigate options for including all or subsets of N1 vehicles […],’ the Commission would like to highlight that no such investigation has taken place. Moreover, the views set out in that study are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the official position of the Commission. [5:  	https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/6741cad5-38ce-4102-8887-14bebbafc81b.] 

The Commission agrees with the Committee that speed and the increasing weight of a vehicle are important variables for road safety, which is why the installation of speed limitation devices is only required for heavy vehicles (of categories N2, N3, M2 and M3) and not for light vehicles (of categories N1 and M1). Extending the requirement to install speed limitation devices to all light vehicles would be disproportionate. As there appears to be no particular issue with (commercially used) N1 vehicles speeding above 90 km/h as opposed to other light vehicles at such speeds, extending the requirement to install speed limitation devices only to (commercially used) N1 vehicles could not be justified.
The recommendation to keep the exemption of N2 e-vans, if accepted, conditional for the time being, linked to an evaluation after a certain period of time of its impact on road safety, the environment and sales data of N2 e-vans, may be considered depending on the outcome of the legislative process.
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