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	European Commission position on points
of the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) opinion considered as essential

	The Commission acknowledges the opinion of the Committee on the Commission Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on monitoring and controlling drug precursors and repealing the Regulation on drug precursors[footnoteRef:1] and the Regulation laying down rules for the monitoring of trade between the Community and third countries in drug precursors[footnoteRef:2].   [1:  	Regulation (EC) No 273/2004 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11 February 2004 on drug precursors ( http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2004/273/oj). ]  [2:  	Council Regulation (EC) No 111/2005 of 22 December 2004 laying down rules for the monitoring of trade between the Community and third countries in drug precursors (http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2005/111/oj).] 

Together with a new EU Drugs Strategy[footnoteRef:3] and an Action Plan against drug trafficking[footnoteRef:4] the Commission proposed new rules to make the monitoring and controlling of drug precursors and designer precursors clearer, simpler, and more digital. Drug precursors are often diverted and trafficked by criminals, to produce synthetic drugs and new psychoactive substances, posing a significant threat to public safety. The proposal includes new measures such as real-time reporting of significant seizures of drug precursors, an urgency procedure for faster controlling of substances, as well as a ban on designer precursors, significantly curbing these precursors' availability for illegal drug manufacturing. The initiative aims at simplifying and digitalising processes for legitimate trade, ensuring industries can thrive without excessive regulatory burdens while maintaining adequate levels of control of legitimate business of drug precursors.   [3:                COM(2025) 743 final (EUR-Lex - 52025DC0743 - EN - EUR-Lex).]  [4:                COM(2025) 744 final (EUR-Lex - 52025DC0744 - EN - EUR-Lex).] 

Legal certainty and information as regards drug precursors
The Commission shares the Committee’s view that it is essential for legal certainty that information on the identification of chemicals as drug precursors is available. First of all, as also recommended by the Committee, the Drug Precursors Information Repository will contain information on scheduled and non-scheduled drug precursors. Access to the Repository will be free of charge and publicly available, except for more sensitive information limited to public authorities. In particular, the Commission considers that the information on the use of the substance in the illicit production of drugs (proposed amendment 2) should remain accessible to competent authorities only; rendering public this information would risk facilitating illicit drug production. The Repository will also assist operators in determining if specific substances are within the scope of the Regulation, in particular where groups of substances are identified in a generic way, thus providing legal certainty.  
Facilitating access to drug precursors for research and innovation
[bookmark: _Int_O7VBnrPU]The Commission shares the Committee’s view on the importance of research and innovation in the field of drug precursors, not only in the development of innovative products but also in the fight against illicit drugs. Under the Commission proposal, the new Category 3 drug precursors concern designer precursors, addressing substances with no known legitimate use other than research or innovation at the moment of placing them under control. Therefore, the trade, use or possession of such substances should, a priori, be banned. Transactions, use or possession of small quantities for research and innovation is allowed subject to a prior notification. The proposal limits the prior notification to five days before the first transaction or possession. The process will be streamlined by relying on digital applications. If needed in larger quantities or for other legitimate uses, a licence can be requested. However, given the risk of diversion, the proposal does not exempt any operator, nor any quantity, from this prior notification. The Commission’s intention is to adopt a proactive approach, such as generic scheduling, in preventing the spread and illicit entry into the market of dangerous designer precursors (amendment 4). Within this framework, the approach provided is designed to ensure a high level of protection, while safeguarding - through on the one hand precise and unambiguous generic descriptions and on the other hand exemption lists - legitimate uses of these substances, and not imposing unjustified burdens on operators or discouraging research purposes.
[bookmark: _Int_8Nq3e4al]Simplified rules for small civil organisations, research institutes and universities
[bookmark: _Int_ix1xcYgT]The Commission acknowledges the Committee’s request for a reduction of the fees for licenses for drug precursors granted to universities, research institutes or other similar organisations in order not to deplete them of funds. Under the Commission’s proposal, it is up to national authorities to determine whether a fee is to be levied or not where operators request a license. The proposed rules do require that, where the fee is levied, the fee is adjusted for small- and medium sized companies, and that it is levied in a non-discriminatory manner. 
The Commission proposal requires operators to appoint a responsible officer to represent them in certain matters relating to the application of the Regulation. The proposal allows for flexibility for operators in appointing such an officer, as stressed by the Committee. The Commission also acknowledges the Committee’s request that confidentiality of the information obtained during controls carried out by competent authorities be protected, to maintain the integrity of research projects. The Commission notes that Article 28(2) of the proposal provides for an obligation on competent authorities to respect the principle of confidentiality and of professional and commercial secrecy when carrying out controls. 
Harmonisation of rules and contribution of research entities and civil organisation in the field of drug precursors 
[bookmark: _Int_OzL5ah1Y]The Commission shares the Committee’s view that the harmonisation of rules for the making available of drug precursors in the internal market is essential. The efficiency of controls on drug precursors across the Union would be diminished by the existence of diverse national rules with various degrees of strictness, which would inadvertently lead to weaknesses. The Commission believes that EU action has clear benefits for businesses, national authorities and the society as a whole, by empowering national authorities to better fight against illicit drug production, ensuring the good functioning of the internal market, and reducing administrative burdens for operators and authorities alike. 
The Commission notes the Committee’s objective to ensure that research entities and civil organisations contribute in the field of drug precursors (amendments 3 and 5). While the Commission agrees that the experience of these organisations could be useful for the purposes of training activities, it should not be to the detriment of training in the precise purpose and scope of the Regulation, which revolves around legitimate making available, import, export, intermediary activities and possession or use of drug precursors. The effectiveness of the Regulation in the legitimate trade of drug precursors will be part of the Evaluation. The Commission believes that the Evaluation should not focus on the availability of drug precursors for research and innovation only.






