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	European Commission position on points
of the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) opinion considered as essential

	The Commission acknowledges the insightful opinion on the Battery Booster Strategy[footnoteRef:1], and thanks the Committee for its comprehensive analysis and recommendations on this communication. [1:  	C(2025)8950 (EUR-Lex - 52026XC00682 - EN - EUR-Lex).] 

1. Support to the battery value chain
The Battery Booster Facility is aimed at supporting battery cell manufacturing projects currently in the ramp-up phase through interest-free loans and a total budget of EUR 1.5 billion from the Innovation Fund. The goal is to ensure that battery manufacturing projects are able to swiftly ramp-up production, becoming competitive and strengthening Europe’s position in the global battery market. Projects at this stage are especially vulnerable to global overcapacities and fierce international price competition due to the higher manufacturing costs associated with the ramp-up phase, and this is why the Battery Booster Facility is tailored to those needs. A strong European battery cell manufacturing sector is indispensable not only for the downstream sectors, but also as the foundation for demand across the entire upstream value chain. Without securing this critical step of the value chain, the broader battery ecosystem risks losing key offtake agreements which will drive investments into the sector. This makes the Battery Booster Facility’s targeted intervention vital for securing the competitiveness of Europe’s battery industry.
However, the Commission would like to underline that the Battery Booster Facility is not the only support made available for the battery value chain:
On 3 December 2024, the Innovation Fund launched for the first time a EUR 1 billion call for electric vehicle battery cell manufacturing (IF24 Battery) which resulted in five awarded projects producing innovative electric vehicles battery cells or deploying innovative manufacturing techniques, processes and technologies. Moreover, in December 2024, the Commission announced investments in the EU’s battery manufacturing sector through a EUR 200 million top-up (loan guarantee) to the InvestEU programme from the Innovation Fund and implemented by the European Investment Bank (EIB).
Additionally, in 2019 and 2021, the Commission approved two Important Projects of Common European Interest (IPCEIs) in the battery ecosystem involving support to 59 companies in 12 Member States of up to EUR 6.1 billion in State aid aiming to trigger more than EUR 13.8 billion of additional private investment. The IPCEIs support ambitious research and development activities to deliver innovations across the battery value chain, including mining and processing of raw materials, development of advanced chemical materials, design of battery cells and integration into applications such as electric vehicles, and recycling of used batteries.
When it comes to supporting the critical raw material sector, the Battery Booster Strategy also announced further funding of up to EUR 300 million from the Innovation Fund which will be delivered to critical raw materials projects in the battery value chain, notably lithium, cobalt, nickel, manganese, and graphite. Alongside this, the RESourceEU Action Plan[footnoteRef:2] will mobilise EUR 3 billion in European Union funds by the end of 2026, offering targeted support to the critical raw materials value chain. The Commission expects to unlock a minimum of EUR 2 billion in critical raw materials-related investments through the InvestEU facility during 2026–2027. [2:  	COM(2025)945 final (EUR-Lex - 52025DC0945 - EN - EUR-Lex).] 

Finally, under the upcoming European Competitiveness Fund, support for the European battery value chain is expected to continue building resilience and enhancing the competitiveness of local manufacturers.
2. Innovation and technology
The Commission remains committed to supporting innovation in next-generation battery technologies and fully agrees with the Committee in recognising innovation as a cornerstone of the Strategy and a key driver of competitiveness in the European battery sector.
The most recent work programme 2026-27 of BATT4EU (a Co-programmed Partnership established under Horizon Europe) already adopts the holistic approach mentioned in the opinion, aiming at building the full supply chain for manufacturing advanced batteries using EU-made equipment. In addition, the Safe and Sustainable by Design framework[footnoteRef:3] is an absolute requirement for all projects funded. [3:  	JRC Publications Repository - Safe and Sustainable by Design Chemicals and Materials. Revised framework (2025).] 

To defragment the European landscape in R&I, and coordinate actions between the Commission and Member States, under the European Strategic Energy Technology Plan (SET Plan) a pan European Strategic Research and Innovation Agenda on clean energy technologies, including batteries, is being prepared. This will be accompanied by a Common Innovation Investment Plan in which Member States will pledge their planned investments in battery R&I. As of 2028, the European Competitiveness Fund will prioritise areas for strategic European interest and provide a seamless journey from research to market and global production. 
On top of the measures covered in Pillar V of the Battery Booster Strategy ‘boosting research, innovation and skills for the EU battery value chain’, the Commission has recently published the proposal for the Industrial Accelerator Act (IAA)[footnoteRef:4] with measures that will impact innovation and technology in the European battery industry. [4:  	COM(2026)100 final (EUR-Lex - 52026PC0100 - EN - EUR-Lex).] 

Through the inclusion of foreign direct investment (FDI) conditionalities, the IAA will ensure that strategic investments contribute to value creation, innovation and industrial capacity in the EU. These conditionalities will apply to FDIs exceeding the value of EUR 100 million in battery technologies and its value chain, where the investor is a national or entity from a third country that accounts for more than 40% of global manufacturing capacity in that sector. The conditionalities listed in the IAA are fully aligned with the Committee’s recommendations: limit ownership to below 49%, structure investments as joint ventures with Union partners (ensuring shared management and technology transfer), license IP to European entities while protecting pre-existing European-owned rights, spend at least 1% of revenue on locally based R&D, hire a minimum 50% local workforce (with training and retention guarantees), and endeavoring to source at least 30% of inputs for products placed on the EU market from the European Union. As the Committee points out, these measures will ensure building local expertise and avoid the risk of becoming an assembly hub rather than a battery technology leader.
Furthermore, the EU-content requirements established under the IAA - applicable to batteries used in electric vehicles and energy storage systems tied to public procurement, auctions, and other public interventions - will not only drive demand for today’s battery technologies, but also stimulate future demand for next-generation batteries. By aligning the IAA with market dynamics, EU-made next-generation batteries will benefit from a stable, long-term domestic market thanks to the IAA’s content requirements. This will in turn catalyse significant private investment, accelerating innovation and scaling up production across the sector.
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