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	European Commission position on points 
of the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) opinion considered as essential

	The Commission welcomes the Committee’s opinion on the Digital and AI Omnibuses, which supports the proposals’ core objectives of simplifying the digital rulebook and reducing administrative burdens while upholding fundamental rights, innovation, and competitiveness. 
· Digital Omnibus on AI 
The Commission appreciates the Committee’s support for the proposals in the AI Omnibus[footnoteRef:1] relating to a simplified regulatory framework for small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) and small mid-caps (SMCs), the establishment of regulatory sandboxes by the AI Office, the provision of an appropriate framework for the use of data in the development of AI systems and the extension of the application deadlines for obligations relating to high-risk AI systems. Regarding the latter, it should be clarified that the purpose of the proposed extension is indeed to ensure better alignment between the applicability of the obligations for high-risk AI systems and the availability of the relevant standards and other support tools. At the same time, for purposes of legal certainty and to ensure that rules which are central to achieving trustworthy AI do not remain inapplicable for an indefinite period, the postponement must remain clearly limited in time. [1:  	COM(2025)836 final (EUR-Lex - 52025PC0836 - EN - EUR-Lex).] 

The Commission takes note of the Committee’s proposal that, where specific risks arise, sectoral rules should be developed, considering the position of social partners, civil society and others. 
The Commission agrees that coherence should be ensured between the AI Act[footnoteRef:2], Union product safety legislation and other sector-specific rules. In this regard, the amendments made via the AI Omnibus will further facilitate the practical implementation of the AI Act alongside sectoral legislation. [2:  	Regulation (EU) 2024/1689 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 13 June 2024 laying down harmonised rules on artificial intelligence and amending Regulations (EC) No 300/2008, (EU) No 167/2013, (EU) No 168/2013, (EU) 2018/858, (EU) 2018/1139 and (EU) 2019/2144 and Directives 2014/90/EU, (EU) 2016/797 and (EU) 2020/1828 (Artificial Intelligence Act)  ( http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2024/1689/oj).] 

As regards a simplified regulatory approach for AI used in an internal corporate environment, it should be noted that the AI Act already follows a risk-based approach, targeting only defined risk areas that warrant regulation. This means that most uses of AI in internal corporate contexts are not regulated under the AI Act. However, specific uses of AI, such as AI systems used for recruitment purposes, should be treated as high-risk because they may materially affect individuals’ rights and opportunities. This impact exists regardless of whether the system is deployed in intra-group context or elsewhere. 
The Commission notes that in developing implementing measures and guidance, it shall continue to pursue practical simplification while maintaining a high level of protection for fundamental rights, health and safety, including in relation to the impact of AI systems on workers and working conditions.
Finally, the Commission welcomes the political agreement on AI Omnibus reached by the co-legislators on 7 May 2026. 
· Digital Omnibus
The Commission welcomes the EESC’s reflection on the measures proposed in the Digital Omnibus and agrees with the Committee that pro-innovation regulation should be accompanied by high standards of fundamental rights protection. Equally, effective enforcement of digital legislation is indispensable to ensure a fair and secure European Digital Single Market. To achieve this balance, the Commission’s proposals focus on optimising EU legislation in two ways. 
The Commission proposes to introduce targeted amendments to the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) to guarantee a more harmonious and predictable application across the Single Market, building on the interpretations provided by case law.  
The Commission shares the EESC’s view that legal clarity and consistency are essential across digital legislation, in particular when it comes to the use of data – personal and non-personal – for building competitive digital solutions and AI in Europe. The Digital Omnibus proposal aims to clarify the use of pseudonymised data while keeping the highest level of protection of personal data. The proposed amendment builds on established case law [footnoteRef:3]on how personal data sets can be safely turned into data that can be shared with third parties without disclosing the identity of the data subjects. More broadly, the protection of fundamental rights and security of data remain the guiding principle in the design and application of data-sharing framework. The Commission also recognises the need to further clarify other key concepts which could be attained also through more practical guidance, including on the interplay of different pieces of EU legislation.   [3:  	Judgment of the Court (First Chamber) of 4 September 2025. European Data Protection Supervisor v Single Resolution Board, Case C-413/23 P (EUR-Lex - 62023CJ0413 - EN - EUR-Lex) and earlier case-law referred therein.] 

In addition, the Commission proposes to streamline the implementation of the Data Act[footnoteRef:4] by addressing practical challenges and reducing friction for businesses and consolidating the data sharing acquis into one act, cutting the complexity of four different laws. In addition, a prime example of a concrete approach to simplification is the Single-Entry-Point for incident reporting. This initiative demonstrates how simplification can improve cybersecurity compliance and significantly reduce administrative overheads. To deepen the analysis of these simplification measures, the Commission is preparing the Digital Fitness Check that will further widen the scope of our stress-testing. This exercise will assess the interplay between different rules and their cumulative impact on businesses, paying particular attention to small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs).  [4:  	Regulation (EU) 2023/2854 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 13 December 2023 on harmonised rules on fair access to and use of data and amending Regulation (EU) 2017/2394 and Directive (EU) 2020/1828 (Data Act)  (http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2023/2854/oj).] 




