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	The Commission welcomes the Committee’s opinion and supports its overall direction. It shares the view that generational renewal is essential to ensure the long-term sustainability, competitiveness and resilience of the EU agricultural sector and rural areas. 
The Commission acknowledges the importance of a comprehensive and integrated approach, addressing key dimensions such as access to land, finance, skills, succession and pension schemes for farmers, as well as the overall attractiveness of rural areas. Progress in generational renewal depends on coordinated action across these areas and on strong commitment at both EU and Member State level. 
The Commission underlines that the situation of generational renewal varies significantly across Member States. It is therefore essential to assess national specificities and tailor policy responses to different structural, demographic and territorial realities. In this context, the Commission has proposed, in the framework of the future Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) 2028-2034[footnoteRef:1], that Member States develop National Generational Renewal Strategies, to be integrated into their National and Regional Partnership Plans (NRPPs). These strategies are intended to strengthen the effectiveness, coherence and strategic approach of support for young farmers across both CAP instruments and national policies. In particular, these national strategies are expected to include: an assessment of the demographic situation in the agricultural sector and the identification of key entry barriers; a description of the national measures and initiatives envisaged to address these challenges; an outline of how the ‘Starter Pack’ for young farmers will be implemented in the national context; and an explanation of the synergies between the different measures contributing to generational renewal within the National and Regional Partnership Plans. [1:  	COM(2025)560 final (EUR-Lex - 52025PC0560 - EN - EUR-Lex).] 

The Commission also shares the view that adequate funding under the CAP is essential for the effective implementation of the Strategy. In this respect, the new Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF) proposal foresees a minimum allocation of EUR 293.7 billion for income support interventions under the CAP. Member States would be able to complement this core funding by drawing on an additional EUR 453 billion available under the NRPPs. In addition, the Strategy encourages Member States to dedicate at least six percent of ring-fenced agricultural spending on generational renewal.
The Commission is aware of the administrative burden faced by young beneficiaries and acknowledges the need for simplification. In this context, the Strategy suggests that, to improve accessibility and efficiency, all support should be made accessible through a single-entry point in each Member State.
Access to finance and credit remains a critical challenge for young farmers. The Commission continues to promote the development of tailored financial instruments, including through cooperation with financial institutions and the European Investment Bank to develop guarantee schemes and interest rate subsidies to facilitate access to finance. Under the next CAP proposal, the Commission has included the possibility of a lump sum of up to EUR 300,000 to help young farmers establish themselves. Member States would have flexibility in how they support access to finance through the Starter pack. As 
an obligatory part the Starter Pack would include support for the setting-up of young farmers, area aid income support and investment with higher aid intensity. It may also include financing through financial instruments.
Regarding access to land, the Commission acknowledges the importance of facilitating farm transfer for the entry into the sector. Therefore, the Commission is committed to improving transparency in land transactions, prices, use changes and market trends, as well as cooperation among Member States, through the EU Observatory on Farmland. While the Observatory is expected to be formally established following the conclusion of an ongoing pilot project, the Commission acknowledges the need for proactive measures during this preparatory phase to address urgent farmland-related challenges. To this end, the Commission has set up a dedicated expert group on farmland, ensuring that key issues are addressed without delay. At the same time, the Commission will also continue to support Member States in addressing challenges, such as speculative pressures and structural constraints affecting generational renewal. Likewise, drawing data from the Observatory on Farmland, the Commission will address issues related to access to land through the European Semester, including barriers to entry and land market dynamics, where relevant and in line with its scope.
The Commission shares the understanding of education as a key driver for the future sustainability and competitiveness of the agricultural sector. That is why the Strategy promotes through different actions lifelong learning, practical skill development, and inclusive access to innovative tools and best practices.
Strengthening the link between farmers and society as well as improving the image of agriculture as a career choice, are also key priorities. In this sense, the Rural Youth Ambassadors will, through outreach, storytelling, and peer engagement, help reshape public perceptions, inspire greater interest among young people, and improve the overall image of farming and rural areas across Europe.
The Commission agrees that rural attractiveness is a key factor for generational renewal. The proposed new NRPPs will be a key instrument to more effectively address the challenges faced by rural areas. These plans would channel funding to reduce territorial disparities and to promote rural development, job creation and social inclusion, thereby improving living standards in rural areas. Under the proposed NRPP framework, Member States would benefit from greater flexibility in allocating resources, while the common framework would enable synergies across policy areas, ensuring an integrated and coherent approach to supporting rural areas. 
Regarding working conditions, as part of the new CAP proposal, the farm relief services would introduce support to help farmers take time off for illness, injury, parental responsibilities, caregiving including for older farmers, holidays, or training. Funding should cover the setup of relief services and wages for replacement workers during short-term absences.
Finally, the Commission takes note of the importance of adequate income security for retired farmers. The Commission has proposed to gradually exclude farmers receiving a retirement pension, from CAP degressive area-based income support with a transition period up to 2032. At the same time, the Commission will encourage Member States to ensure sustainable pension schemes by incorporating, where relevant, aspects related to pensions and farm succession into the European Semester framework, with the aim of supporting farmers in retiring. Many farmers currently postpone retirement due to financial insecurity, which hinders succession planning and farm modernisation. Addressing this challenge would facilitate smoother transitions and create opportunities for younger generations to enter the sector. It is worth underlining that the Commission proposal to gradually exclude farmers receiving a pension from the intervention ‘degressive area-based income support’ does not affect the specific support for small farmers or the other income support interventions of the CAP.



