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The president moves that the Committee turn to agenda item 11 - adoption of an opinion on the

Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, the Council, the European Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions – New European Bauhaus – from vision to implementation
(COM(2025) 1026 final).

The preliminary work had been carried out by the Section for Transport, Energy, Infrastructure and the Information Society (president: Mr Nowacki). The rapporteur was Mr Kolbe. The section adopted its opinion on 26 May 2026 by 71 votes and two abstentions.

Mr Boland gives the floor to the rapporteur Mr Kolbe, who introduces the opinion.

Mr Kolbe underlines the added value of the New European Bauhaus (NEB) and how crucial its correct implementation is; this should also be measurable. He therefore calls on the European Commission to develop Key Performance Indicators for the horizontal, cross-cutting implementation of the values and principles of the New European Bauhaus (NEB) in new and revised EU policies and regulatory acts.
Mr. Kolbe underlines the close link between the NEB and the Affordable Housing policies as well as the need for the next NEB implementation step to focus on investment in sustainable, affordable and quality housing.
He welcomes the proposal for a Council Recommendation on the NEB and calls on the EU Member States to act on it as a bridge between the EU and regional and local levels, as, in this context, coordinating measures at the EU level can provide clear added value while respecting subsidiarity.
He highlights that in the upcoming revision of the Public Procurement Directives the Commission should stipulate that public authorities give precedence to life-cycle and quality criteria for services shaping the built environment. Moreover, professional excellence should be enhanced, not diminished, as a crucial basis for implementing NEB principles, while ensuring accessible upskilling opportunities, particularly for employees, professionals and SMEs.

Mr. Boland then opens the debate. Ms. Murafa Benga (RO-III), Mr. Gábor Élő (HU‑II) speak on the following issues:
· Life-cycle and quality criteria should be fully included in public procurement legislation;
· The increase in housing prices is affecting several European countries. In this respect, public-private partnerships could provide a solution to improve housing affordability.

Following the debate, the Assembly examines the amendments to the Section opinion.

	AMENDMENT 1
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Point 3.1.1

Amend as follows
	Tabled by:
DE MÛELENAERE Robert
KATTNIG Thomas
KOLBE Rudolf




	Section opinion
	Amendment

	Access to affordable, high-quality, sustainable, accessible, inclusive and resilient housing is both a social need and a social right and a key principle of the European Pillar of Social Rights. Housing is far more than shelter and has a major social dimension[1]: the EESC therefore stresses the need to closely link affordability with the NEB values of sustainability, aesthetics and inclusion. The Affordable Housing Plan’s approach of encouraging national reforms spatial planning, social housing, taxation and combatting the causes of the housing crisis such as shifts in demand, limited housing supply, rising construction costs and persistent productivity gaps is important, as subsidiarity in this context can hinder effective solutions.
[1] See EESC Opinion TEN/841, Social housing in the EU – decent, sustainable and affordable, and EESC Opinion ECO/663, Affordable housing: Cohesion policy, Urban Agenda and civil society.
	Access to affordable, high-quality, sustainable, accessible, inclusive and resilient housing is both a social need and a social right and a key principle of the European Pillar of Social Rights. Housing is far more than shelter and has a major social dimension[1]: the EESC therefore stresses the need to closely link affordability with the NEB values of sustainability, aesthetics and inclusion. The Affordable Housing Plan’s approach of encouraging national reforms on spatial planning, social housing, taxation and combatting the causes of the housing crisis such as shifts in demand, limited housing supply, rising construction costs and persistent productivity gaps is important, as, in this context, coordinating measures at EU level can provide clear added value while respecting subsidiarity.
[1] See EESC Opinion TEN/841, Social housing in the EU – decent, sustainable and affordable, and EESC Opinion ECO/663, Affordable housing: Cohesion policy, Urban Agenda and civil society.



	Reason

	The wording now proposed avoids the possibility of misinterpreting the original text with regard to subsidiarity. 



is accepted by the Assembly.


	AMENDMENT 2
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Point 1.2

Amend as follows
	Tabled by:
DE MÛELENAERE Robert
KATTNIG Thomas
KOLBE Rudolf




	Section opinion
	Amendment

	The EESC welcomes the imminent adoption of the Recommendation on the NEB and calls on the EU Member States to act on them as a bridge between the EU and regional/local level, as subsidiarity can hinder the broad systemic implementation of NEB values and principles.
	The EESC welcomes the imminent adoption of the Recommendation on the NEB and calls on the EU Member States to act on it as a bridge between the EU and regional/local level, as, in this context, coordinating measures at EU level can provide clear added value while respecting subsidiarity.



	Reason

	The wording now proposed avoids the possibility of misinterpreting the original text with regard to subsidiarity. 



is accepted by the Assembly.


The opinion is adopted by 163 votes and 3 abstentions.
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