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The president moved that the Committee turn to agenda item 14 - adoption of the

Resolution on the European Economic and Social Committee's Contribution to the European Commission’s 2027 work programme Contribution to the European Commission’s 2027 work programme.

The preliminary work had been carried out by the Ad Hoc Group (AHG) under the coordination of the Section for Transport, Energy, Infrastructure and the Information Society (president: Mr Nowacki).  The rapporteurs were Mr Nowacki, Mr Trindade and Ms Murafa Benga.

Mr Boland gives the floor to the rapporteurs Mr Nowacki, Mr. Trindade and Ms Pavić-Rogošić (replacing Ms Murafa Benga), who introduce the resolution.

Mr Nowacki starts by stating that, if Europe is to remain prosperous, secure and competitive, it has to move from diagnosis to implementation. After the Draghi and Letta reports, which have already provided clear guidance, the challenge now lies in delivering concrete results and this is what the EESC expects from the European Commission’s 2027 Work Programme. Mr Nowacki stresses, first, the need to complete and modernise the Single Market by reducing fragmentation in services, accelerating simplification, adopting market-oriented sectoral regulations such as the EU Delivery Act and the Digital Networks Act, and ultimately creating a genuinely integrated Capital Markets Union, ensuring that cross-border market activities remain open. Secondly, competitiveness requires affordable and secure energy. Electrification, modern energy infrastructure and a realistic approach to hydrogen deployment have to go hand in hand with reducing dependencies on critical raw materials, clean technologies and batteries, while strengthening Europe’s supply chains. Finally, he underlines the need to invest in growth, transport networks, digital infrastructure, innovation and health technologies. As competitiveness and security are now closely interconnected, Europe has to strengthen its defence technological and industrial base, accelerate flagship defence projects, improve military mobility and protect critical infrastructure.

Mr. Trindade stresses first the need to tackle poverty, noting that around 90 million people are living in poverty or are at risk of poverty and arguing that addressing this issue must be at the heart of the European Union’s agenda. He then refers to peace as the next major challenge, stressing that the Union’s values and principles make that preservation of peace fundamental. He underscores solidarity with Ukraine and the Palestinian people, and states that multilateralism, the UN Charter and human rights form the basis for achieving peace.
Ms Pavić-Rogošić states that quality of life has to be placed at the centre of the Union’s policy focus. If the EU wishes to move towards a model of progress that goes beyond GDP, as it should, then clean water, nature, affordable housing and affordable energy must become the foundation of European policies. This requires adapting to climate change, promoting nature-based solutions, supporting agricultural systems and ensuring protection for vulnerable households, young people and older persons. She also underlines the need to address all forms of poverty, including energy poverty, mobility poverty, housing poverty and in-work poverty, stressing that these are also democratic challenges. Ms Pavić-Rogošić argues that NGOs, local initiatives and independent media have to be included in these efforts, as they are essential to safeguarding the principles that the EU must uphold, calling for a fully implemented the Civil Society Strategy, supported by relevant early warning and risk-monitoring systems, as well as  adequate support at both national and local level. The protection of democratic values requires not only social dialogue, but also political dialogue, participatory tools, media literacy, protection for journalists and the closing of legal gaps in the area of political financing. She stresses that the new multiannual financial framework needs to reflect this level of ambition, ensure that all priorities are treated as equally important and guarantee equal benefits for all regions.
Mr Boland then opens debate and gives floor to Ms Del Rio.
Ms Del Rio (IT-II) considers that, although the resolution refers to peace, the aspirations of civil society are not fully reflected. In her view, the current approach appears to redefine the European economy around defence and security, whereas security should instead be built collectively on the basis of dialogue and steadfast diplomacy. She raises the question of what role the European Union should play and what form of political action it can undertake, while at the same time requesting that the Commission places building peace as an absolute priority on its agenda.
The EESC President gives the floor back to the rapporteurs for their replies and concluding remarks.
Mr Nowacki fully agrees that peace is of critical importance. He considers that it stems from Europe’s strength, emanating from an integrated Single Market: if the European economy is genuinely strong at global level, the Union will have the means and tools to contribute effectively to international peace agreements. Another key component are security and the defence coordination. The resolution does not call for an integrated European army or military structure, but rather for coordination, financing and the building of industrial capacity so that Europe is in a position to defend itself if necessary. Finally, he refers to the Union’s international role in relation to conflicts such as Ukraine, where the EU  demonstrates its capacity to provide financing and to put forward proposals aimed at reaching agreements. He concludes by reiterating that peace remains essential, but that Europe’s ability to promote it depends on its economic and strategic strength.
Mr Trindade states that he is convinced that, both inside and outside the Committee, the principal shared objective is to defend security, as this is central to Europe’s interests. In a world in which multilateralism is in crisis, Europe has to ensure its strategic autonomy. At the same time, a social economy requires an effectively functioning social system. The Union cannot continue to tolerate the various forms of exclusion, inequality and social hardship that still persists in European society. Therefore, the resolution reflects this balance and calls for the right balance between social issues and defence and security, while promoting a comprehensive vision combining strategic autonomy with social justice, well-being and welfare.
Ms Pavić-Rogošić adds that the world is changing rapidly and generating new challenges, which means that joint action and preparedness are essential. Individual positions cannot lead to meaningful results; only a common path that leaves no one behind. In this sense,  building relations with other like-minded countries is also essential. She further stresses the importance of readiness, adding that preparedness is not to be understood solely in terms of weapons production, but also in terms of preparing citizens for potential conflicts and appropriate responses. She acknowledges that finding common solutions is difficult, but highlights that this is precisely the task the Committee faces.

The resolution was adopted by 174 votes to 5 and 6 abstentions.
_____________
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