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The president moved that the Committee turn to agenda item 19 - adoption of an opinion on the

Evaluation of Common Agricultural Policy’s delivery on its objectives
(evaluation report)

The preliminary work had been carried out by the Section for Agriculture, Rural Development and the Environment (president: Mr Stoyan TCHOUKANOV). The rapporteur was Mr Joe HEALY and the co-rapporteur Mr Josep PUXEU ROCAMORA.

The rapporteur presented the opinion and highlighted that one overall key message that came out of this evaluation, is that CAP successfully delivered to ensure an adequate supply of safe, quality food at adequate prices for EU citizens. To ensure this also in the future, a strongly funded and index-linked CAP is needed. Other key messages include the need to simplify administrative burden for farmers, maintaining the two-pillar approach, enhancing generational renewal, strengthening women-led projects, support social conditionality, improving civil society engagement, maintain CAP support within the EU, and ensure good working conditions for seasonal workers. Simplification is needed in all areas, to avoid also overlaps. Social conditionality requires further attention, and the report also highlights concerns regarding generational renewal.

The co-rapporteur highlighted that maintaining the CAP in the context of the next MFF is crucial, given its territorial impact and important role in the defence of EU's strategic autonomy and export potential.

In the ensuing debate, the following members took the floor: Mr Holger BARTELS, Mr Stoyan TCHOUKANOV, Mr Marc DECOSTER, Mr Domantas TRACEVIČIUS, Ms Piroska KALLAY, Ms Nicoleta MERLO, Ms Maria NIKOLOPOULOU, Mr Arnold PUECH D'ALISSAC. The members raised the following issues:

Mr Holger BARTELS:
· Not a balanced assessment, as more importance has been given to the environment and the interests of farmers, but not that much to the interest of workers.
· CAP offers some protection to workers, but it is often seen as a burden.

Mr Stoyan TCHOUKANOV:
· EU is stepping back from subsidizing its most important sector.
· Without food, nothing can be done.

Mr Marc DECOSTER:
· Important to note how important CAP support is for farmers.
· Social conditionality shall be supported.

Mr Domantas TRACEVIČIUS:
· Financial support is needed for famers.
· Stakeholders asked for more ambitious and verifiable outcomes.

Ms Piroska KÁLLAY:
· Underlined that consultation and dialogue are essential.
· Social conditionality shall be supported.
· The conclusions of this evaluation report are valuable for all Member States.

Ms Nicoleta MERLO:
· Generational renewal is key, as the average age of farmers is between 57-59 years, leading to a very dramatic situation in EU. Without renewal there will be no need for a CAP in the future.
· Support needed for young farmers and women in the sector.

Ms Maria NIKOLOPOULOU:
· This is an evaluation report, and not an opinion, and it must reflect what has been said by the various stakeholders that have been consulted.
· Some stakeholders spoke against the implementation of social conditionality, and therefore the report is reflecting these views and highlighted some of the weaknesses. We must think how to improve the implementation of social conditionality in the future CAP, which is well thought, but maybe not that well implemented.

Mr Arnold PUECH D'ALISSAC:
· CAP is the only integrated EU policy, and we should not dismantle it, as it is a successful policy that benefits every EU citizen.

One amendment was tabled by the Group III and was accepted by the rapporteurs and the assembly.

Amendment 1 on point 5.7, amend as follows:

	Section opinion
	Amendment

	Set more ambitious environmental goals with proportionate incentives. Introduce eco-schemes that are more flexible, tailored to each region, and accompanied by suitable compensation and targeted advisory services
	Set more ambitious environmental goals with proportionate incentives. Introduce eco-schemes that are more flexible, tailored to each region, while ensuring measurable and verifiable environmental outcomes, accompanied by suitable compensation and targeted advisory services



The evaluation report was adopted by the Assembly by 166 in favour, 3 against and 4 abstentions. 
The voting for the transmission of the report to the other European institutions resulted in 171 in favour, 3 against and 1 abstention.
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