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Joint statement from the 9th meeting of the CARIFORUM-EU Consultative CommitteeEN


The 9th meeting of the CARIFORUM-EU Economic Partnership Agreement Consultative Committee (CC) took place on 12 June 2026 in Brussels, Belgium, and was co-chaired on the CARIFORUM side by John Robin and on the EU side by Sandra Parthie. According to the Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA) between the CARIFORUM member countries and the European Union, the CC’s task is to assist the Joint CARIFORUM-EU Council in promoting dialogue and cooperation between economic and social partners, and representatives of civil society organisations. The agreement also recognises the CC’s role in monitoring the implementation of all economic, social and environmental aspects of the EPA, as well as in strengthening dialogue between economic and social partners, and civil society representatives.

1. The CC stresses that its co-chairs should be given the opportunity to present its joint statements and other relevant information to the CARIFORUM-EU Trade and Development Committee and to the Joint CARIFORUM-EU Council. 

2. The CC regrets that not all CARIFORUM countries apply the regional preference clause, which is essential for intra-regional trade, regional integration and regional value chains. It welcomes the progress made by The Bahamas, Barbados, the Dominican Republic, Guyana, Jamaica and Suriname, and encourages the other CARIFORUM countries to follow. The CC proposes more analyses to better address circumstances that impede CARIFORUM countries from fully implementing the EPA.

3. The CC calls on the Joint Council to establish a Caribbean-EU Climate Resilience and Renewable Energy Compact, to speed up renewable energy deployment, modernise electricity grids, improve energy storage and strengthen infrastructure against climate-related impacts. It also encourages evaluating and subsequently improving the regulatory environment (for example regarding the self-generation of solar energy) to stimulate private sector investment into renewable energies. The CC also calls for consideration of the ILO Just Transition Approach.

4. The CC calls on the parties to fully implement Protocol III on Cultural Cooperation. Key actions should include dedicated contact points, cultural exchanges, artist residencies, partnerships between Caribbean and European cultural institutions, twin creative cities, festival collaborations and programmes linking culture with climate resilience, heritage preservation and sustainable tourism. The CC also calls for technical support to implement these proposals, including direct engagement with private sector stakeholders, social partners and the public sector. In this context, the CC calls for stronger support for joint CARIFORUM-EU audiovisual and creative industry projects, including film, music and digital media co-productions, to boost the competitiveness, digital transition and export capacity of Caribbean creative industries.
5. The CC urges the parties to fully implement Mode 4 commitments through faster, simpler and more predictable procedures for the temporary entry of natural persons. It notably supports a dedicated CARIFORUM-EU cultural mobility scheme, in line with Protocol III, for short-term cultural exchanges, festivals, residencies and training programmes.

6. The CC encourages the parties to deliver on the EPA commitments regarding trade in services between CARIFORUM and the EU through enhanced mutual recognition of professional qualifications, streamlined licensing procedures, digital one-stop shops providing clear guidance on regulatory requirements, and faster, more affordable cross-border payment systems.

7. The CC specifically recognises the role of civil society organisations, employers, business organisations and trade unions in the context of capacity building measures to advance trade in goods and services between the EU and CARIFORUM countries.

8. The CC also encourages capacity-building through the exchange of information, experience and skills, as well as through human resource development and training. In particular, the CC invites the joint CARIFORUM–EU institutions to support a structured dialogue with the private sector, with a particular focus on the development and promotion of micro, small and medium-sized enterprises (MSMEs). In this context, the CC encourages the exploration of a biennial CARIFORUM–EU conference dedicated to MSMEs as a platform for cooperation, knowledge-sharing and business development.

9. The CC highlights the foundational binding commitments enshrined within the EPA, specifically Articles 191–196 and the Trade and Sustainable Development (TSD) provisions. These articles bind all signatories to uphold international labour standards, guarantee freedom of association, and actively promote robust social dialogue. However, the CC notes an alarming gap[footnoteRef:1] between these treaty commitments and the operational realities on the ground. These include the legal exclusion of certain public employees from exercising their right to organise, alongside corporate-level intimidation, harassment and the targeted dismissal of trade unionists. [1:  2026 ITUC Global Rights Index] 


10. The CC encourages the continued inclusion of women, young people, trade unions, farmers, fisherfolk, indigenous peoples and SMEs in the implementation and review of the CARIFORUM-EU EPA. 

11. The CC encourages the parties to pursue their cooperation to support the multilateral trading system, in particular towards the reform of the World Trade Organization (WTO). The CC calls for the parties to use the EU-CARIFORUM platform to work closely together to jointly pursue areas of shared interest in multilateral and plurilateral negotiations, notably in the WTO. In particular, the parties should engage in regulatory cooperation dialogues so as to find ways to enhance the digitisation of economies and to support WTO plurilateral agreements, such as the Disciplines on Services Domestic Regulation, the Agreement on Investment Facilitation for Development and the E-Commerce Agreement.

12. The CC would greatly appreciate receiving information from the parties on the implementation of the recommendations set out in this joint statement, including the Report on the 5-Year Review Process (2015-2020), the TSD Activity Report and other documents to be adopted at the Joint Council meeting on 19 June 2026. 
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