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3rd meeting, Tirana, 4 June 2026

JOINT DECLARATIONEN


The EU-Albania Civil Society Joint Consultative Committee (JCC) is one of the institutional structures set up under the Stabilisation and Association Agreement between the European Union and Albania. It enables civil society organisations from both sides to monitor Albania’s progress in meeting the criteria for joining the European Union and to make recommendations to the Albanian Government and the EU institutions.
The JCC is made up of twelve members: six representatives of the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) and six members representing Albanian civil society. During the current term, the JCC is co-chaired by Violeta Jelić, member of the EESC and secretary-general of the Croatian Chamber of Trades and Crafts, and Juliana Hoxha, director of Partners Albania.

1. State of play of EU-Albania relations and the accession process

The JCC welcomes the eighth meeting of the Accession Conference between the EU and Albania held on 26 May 2026 where it was confirmed that Albania met the interim benchmarks set for the Fundamentals Cluster, and closing benchmarks for this Cluster have now been set. It acknowledges this event as a significant step forward on Albania's EU accession path, paving the way for the provisional closure of the negotiating chapters. The JCC also invites the Albanian authorities to keep providing a solid and convincing track record of implementation, proving that the reforms deliver genuine results and lasting benefits for citizens.

The JCC reaffirms its full support for Albania’s EU membership and intends to play a constructive role as the accession process enters its crucial stage. It urges all political actors in Albania to show political maturity and build broad consensus to deliver on EU-related reforms and matters of national interest.

In line with the Albanian government’s second semi-annual Reform and Growth Facility (RGF) Report on the implementation of the reform agenda submitted in January 2026, the JCC welcomes the third disbursements of funds to Albania following the approval by the European Commission on 20 May 2026[footnoteRef:1]. The JCC invites the Albanian authorities to practice transparency by publishing the semi-annual RGF reports as submitted to the European Commission, and to enable genuine public scrutiny of the implementation, coordination, monitoring and oversight of the 2024-2027 National Reform Agenda and the Western Balkans Investment Framework (WBIF). [1:  	Of the €49 million disbursed, €22.8 million will be transferred to the state budget, while the remaining funds are made available for investment projects through the Western Balkans Investment Framework (WBIF), subject to the applicable approval procedures: Commission releases €158.9 million under EU Growth Plan for the Western Balkans] 


The JCC endorses the exploratory opinion on Civil Society’s Role in Supporting Reform under the Growth Plans for the Western Balkans and Moldova, as well as in Ukraine’s Reform Path[footnoteRef:2], adopted by the EESC at the request of the current Cyprus Presidency of the Council of the EU, and invites the Albanian authorities to examine its recommendations. [2:  	Civil Society’s Role in Supporting Reform under the Growth Plans for the Western Balkans and Moldova, as well as in Ukraine’s Reform Path | EESC, adopted on 29 April 2026.] 


The JCC calls on the European Commission and the Albanian authorities to make full use of existing EU technical assistance for public administration to ensure meaningful stakeholder engagement. It also urges them to strengthen the capacities of social partners and civil society organisations to engage with performance-based instruments, and in particular to support their participation in monitoring and communication activities related to the implementation of the reform agenda and any future performance-based facilities.

Specific sectoral recommendations

The JCC finds it regrettable that Albania has, according to the latest Reporters Without Borders World Press Freedom Index[footnoteRef:3], decreased on press freedom, reversing the positive trend from the previous year. It calls on the Albanian authorities to urgently address the threats to press freedom and media independence posed by conflicts of interest and intimidation of journalists, as press freedom and independent media are essential for any functional democracy and form an important part of European values. [3:  	Albania | RSF.] 


The JCC regrets that Albania has also fallen in the 2025 Corruption Perceptions Index[footnoteRef:4], ranking 91st out of 182 countries. It calls on the Albanian authorities to demonstrate tangible progress and establish a solid track record in the fight against serious and organised crime, money laundering and corruption at all levels, as well as in asset recovery and confiscation.  The JCC reiterates that growing attempts by public officials or politicians to interfere in and exert pressure on the judicial system are a cause for serious concern[footnoteRef:5].  [4:  	Corruption Perceptions Index 2025 – Transparency.org.]  [5:  	The European Commission’s 2025 Albania Report, p. 5 and p. 27.] 


The JCC underlines the importance of the conservation and sound management of protected areas of Albania’s natural heritage and as a basis for ecological balance and sustainable development. It regrets the recent changes to the law on Protected Areas, which have raised concerns about Albania’s alignment with EU nature protection standards and with principles promoted by the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), notably by allowing greater scope for investment and development in sensitive biodiversity areas and potentially affecting the future designation and effective protection of Natura 2000 sites. The JCC is further concerned by reports of insufficient transparency and accountability in decision-making in this area and calls for full respect for legal procedures, institutional safeguards and inclusive public consultation.

The JCC calls on the European Commission and the EU Member States, in dialogue with the authorities and social partners of Albania and other Western Balkan partners, to continue to explore all possible solutions to the operational challenges faced by professional truck drivers from the region resulting from the introduction of the EU Entry/Exit System. It notes that this situation is likely to have a serious long-term negative effect on trade flows and economic cooperation between the EU and the Western Balkans.

The economic and social situation in Albania

The JCC notes that the Albanian economy is expected to continue growing by around 3.5% in the medium term[footnoteRef:6], supported mainly by private consumption, tourism and construction, and that public debt has recently dropped to 52.9% of GDP. The JCC welcomes the fact that inflation has remained and is expected to stay below 3%, however, there are justified concerns about the risks of external shocks that may lift inflation through higher fuel and import prices[footnoteRef:7]. [6:  	Western Balkans Regular Economic Report, Spring 2026.]  [7:  	The Vienna Institute for International Economic Studies: Albania.] 


The JCC notes that unemployment has seen a decline and is expected to stay at the level of just above 8%. However, it underlines that this largely reflects a shrinking labour force driven by emigration and population aging rather than strong job creation[footnoteRef:8]. It stresses that low female labour market participation and high youth unemployment remain serious concerns and calls on the Albanian authorities to accelerate the implementation of active labour market policies that address these shortcomings, including through further investment in vocational education and training (VET) and the expansion of work-based learning schemes developed in close cooperation with sectoral employers' organisations. The JCC welcomes the fact that poverty has continued to decline thanks to economic growth, rising real wages and income gains, but reiterates its call for stronger social protection for vulnerable groups in society. [8:  	Western Balkans Regular Economic Report, Spring 2026.] 

[bookmark: _Hlk190429710]
Implementation of obligations deriving from Cluster 2: Internal Market, with a focus on Albania’s preparations to join the EU Single Market and on consumer protection

The JCC invites the Albanian authorities to step up efforts to meet the benchmarks for the provisional closure of the four chapters related to the four freedoms (free movement of goods, workers, services and capital). It points out that the EU Single Market is a cornerstone of European integration and that sustained progress in this area is essential for Albania’s accession preparations.

The JCC stresses the need to avoid unjustified trade barriers in the EU, and therefore calls on the Albanian Government to complete its alignment with the relevant EU acquis on accreditation, conformity assessment and market surveillance of goods, and to significantly strengthen the enforcement capacity of the market surveillance authorities. It invites the General Directorate of Standardisation to build on its current affiliate status and step up its efforts to join the European Committee for Standardisation (CEN) and the European Committee for Electrotechnical Standardisation (CENELEC) as a full member.

[bookmark: _Hlk191826315]The JCC invites the Albanian Government to continue developing the integrated database for its employment services. This will help Albania to connect to the European network of employment services (EURES) upon accession. The JCC also calls on the Albanian authorities to build administrative capacities and electronic systems for data exchanges with the EU Member States for future participation in the Electronic Exchange of Social Security Information (EESSI) and the European Health Insurance Card (EHIC).

The JCC invites the Albanian authorities to address barriers to the freedom of establishment and free movement of services identified in the self-screening exercise. It also urges them to intensify efforts to align the regulatory framework with the Services Directive and the Professional Qualifications Directive. The JCC notes that the National Business Centre is in place in Albania, which functions as a one-stop shop for registering businesses and issuing licences, authorisations and permits. It also notes that the E-Albania portal serves as a single point of contact for accessing electronic services, databases and application forms, and calls for these services to be made more recognised, efficient and user-friendly.

The JCC invites the Albanian authorities to continue to implement the 2024-2030 Anti-Money Laundering and Terrorism Financing Strategy and the 2024-2027 National Risk Assessment Action Plan, and to further strengthen the Albanian Financial Intelligence Unit.

The JCC calls on the Albanian Government to implement, in close cooperation with consumer organisations, the 2024-2030 cross-cutting Intersectoral strategy on consumer protection and market surveillance. It also calls for the capacities of the consumer protection authorities to be significantly strengthened. The JCC underlines that Albania should align with the EU acquis on general product safety as soon as possible, as this is an area where citizens can quickly see the benefits of EU alignment.

The JCC welcomes the renewed regional commitments under the Common Regional Market[footnoteRef:9], conceived as a regionally owned process in the Western Balkans based on EU rules and standards. This process is a stepping stone towards integration into the EU Single Market. The JCC therefore invites the Albanian authorities to contribute actively to its successful implementation and to deliver on the adoption and implementation of the agreed measures at national level. [9:  	Regional Cooperation Council | Common Regional Market.] 


[bookmark: _Hlk190428739][bookmark: _Hlk190428669]Overview of the situation of organised civil society in Albania, including social dialogue
[bookmark: _Hlk190428865]
The JCC urges the Albanian Government to reinforce social dialogue, both tripartite and bipartite, by promoting collective bargaining and ensuring systematic and genuine consultation with social partners and other relevant stakeholders on all new labour and socio-economic legislation.

The JCC stresses that this work needs an adequate and effective national framework for social and civil dialogue (including the planned consolidation into an Economic and Social Council). Such a framework should be designed in close consultation with the social partners and civil society organisations, and implemented effectively at national, regional and local levels, in full respect of the freedoms and rights of trade unions and employer associations.

The JCC highlights the need for a coherent and well-defined institutional framework for the development of civil society in Albania. It calls on the Albanian authorities to translate the commitments and standards set out in the EU Strategy for Civil Society and the European Democracy Shield into concrete and implementable measures under the new national roadmap to create an enabling environment for civil society.

The JCC stresses that the Albanian Government should ensure the early and meaningful involvement of social partners and civil society organisations throughout all stages of policymaking and legislative processes, in line with European standards on democratic participation and the European social and economic model.

The JCC invites the Albanian authorities to avoid practices that weaken civil society participation and consultation in the legislative process, such as the use of fast-track procedures. While it notes that the 2 March 2026 proposed amendments to the Albanian Parliament’s Rules of Procedure aim to strengthen the Parliament’s role in Albania’s EU accession process and improve efficiency, it warns that they do not include provisions on consultation with civil society and stakeholders, the engagement of experts, or public transparency.

The JCC invites the Albanian authorities to strengthen structured dialogue and transparency, particularly in the EU integration process, ensuring regular access to information and real opportunities for civil society to be consulted on decision-making, in line with a partnership approach.

The JCC calls on the Albanian authorities to address the long-standing issue of establishing a national electronic register of non-profit organisations, and to ensure adequate, transparent, and fair public funding for civil society organisations.

The JCC asks the Albanian authorities to ensure the effective monitoring, reporting and implementation of commitments and policies related to civil society by establishing clear accountability mechanisms and guaranteeing institutional continuity in their implementation.


*	*	*

This joint declaration was adopted by consensus. The JCC instructs its co-chairs to forward it to the EU-Albania Stabilisation and Association Council, the EU-Albania Stabilisation and Association Parliamentary Committee (SAPC), the European External Action Service (EEAS), the European Commission and the Albanian Government.

The next meeting will be held in Brussels in November or December 2026. The agenda for the next meeting will be set by the co-chairs of this body. Among other topics, it will focus on Cluster 3: Competitiveness and inclusive growth (Chapter 19 – Social policy and employment and Chapter 20 - Enterprise and industrial policy) and will feature an assessment of the enabling environment for civil society and social dialogue and their role in the EU accession process.
_____________
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