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Brussels, 29 May 2026









MINUTES
of the 605th plenary session
of the European Economic and Social Committee,
held in Brussels
_____________

29 and 30 April 2026

_____________



The European Economic and Social Committee held its 605th plenary session in Brussels on 29 and 30 April 2026. Séamus Boland, EESC president, and Alena Mastantuono, EESC vice-president, chaired the session.

Meeting times

	Wednesday 29 April 2026
	14:46-19:21

	Thursday 30 April 2026
	09:01-12:52




1) PRESENCE OF A QUORUM

The EESC president opened the session and announced that there was a quorum. 

The attendance list and the list of delegations of voting rights are set out in Appendix I – EESC-2026-00936-01-00-PV-TRA.


2) ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

The agenda was adopted.

DEBATE

3) Competitiveness and the role of the EU in the current geo-political environment, with António Costa, President of the European Council

A summary of the debate is set out in Appendix II – EESC-2026-00936-02-00-PV-TRA.


4) APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE 604th PLENARY SESSION, HELD ON 18 AND 19 MARCH 2026

The minutes of the 604th plenary session were approved.

OPINION WITH DEBATE

5) CCMI/266
Programme for agile and rapid defence innovation – AGILE
Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on establishing the Programme for agile and rapid defence innovation (AGILE)
COM(2026) 135 final – 2026-78-COD
EESC-2026-01126 -00-00-AC-TRA
Rapporteur-general: Monika SITÁROVÁ (SK-II)
Co-rapporteur-general: Srita HEIDE (DE-Cat. 3)

In accordance with Rule 79(2), the assembly appointed Monika Sitárová as rapporteur-general, and Srita Heide as co-rapporteur-general.

The president asked the rapporteur, Monika Sitárová, and the co-rapporteur, Srita Heide, to present the opinion.

Their statements and a record of the Committee’s proceedings on this matter are set out in EESC-2026-01126-00-00-CR-REF.

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	193
	1
	1




6) STATEMENT BY THE EESC PRESIDENT

Mr Boland opened his statement by announcing that the European Parliament had granted discharge to the EESC for the 2024 financial year.
Moving on to latest developments in the international sphere, he praised the recent unlocking of the EUR 90 billion loan for Ukraine and reflected on the current focus on the war in the Middle East and its underlying consequences, which had been at the centre of the exchange with Council President António Costa. In both contexts, Mr Boland affirmed that the EESC, through its civil society network, would consistently support dialogue and diplomatic efforts to achieve peace.
Mr Boland then provided an overview of his recent activities. He first referred to his visit to the United States. In New York, discussions had centred on the current challenges that multilateralism faced and on concerns regarding the future of the UN. He stressed that trust in international cooperation should be restored through civil society, noting that his visit had, in this context, helped lay the groundwork for a strengthened relationship with the UN’s ECOSOC. In Washington DC, he had participated in the World Bank and IMF spring meetings, and highlighted the importance of participation in such events for the EESC’s work. He also referred to meetings with several think tanks and civil society representatives, with whom he announced plans for closer cooperation in the future. He also informed of his intention to hold an exchange with the Transatlantic Relations Follow-up Committee.
Mr Boland went on to reflect on his visit to the Republic of Moldova, where he had met with key political stakeholders involved in the country’s EU accession process, including the President, Prime Minister, Deputy Prime Minister and speaker of Parliament. He also held discussions with local trade unions and business representatives, and with a group of students, praising in particular the latter’s contribution to building a better future for the country. Mr Boland expressed support for Moldova’s accession and emphasised that the visit demonstrated the EESC’s key role in promoting recognition and visibility for civil society.
He also welcomed the fact that Montenegro had entered a new phase in the accession process with the establishment of a Council Working Party tasked with drafting the Accession Treaty. Against this background, he expressed his eagerness to visit Montenegro in the second half of 2026.
In conclusion, Mr Boland underlined that his missions to the United States and Moldova had formed part of a broader effort to enhance the EESC’s visibility as an active actor in policy advocacy.
He closed by stressing that the substantive agenda of the plenary reflected one of the EESC’s core tasks: ensuring that the voice of civil society was heard.

7) REPLACEMENT OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE SECTION FOR SINGLE MARKET, PRODUCTION AND CONSUMPTION

The assembly elected Antje Gerstein (DE-I) as INT section president and, consequently, as Bureau member, for the rest of the 2025-2027 term of office, with 209 votes in favour and 7 abstentions.

DEBATE

8) Union of Equality: Advancing LGBTIQ+ rights and banning conversion practices, with Caleb Stocco, representative of the European citizens’ initiative ‘Ban conversion practices in the European Union’, European Association Against Conversion Therapy (ACT); Francesco Zoia Bolzonello, member of European Commissioner Hadja Lhabib’s cabinet; Béatrice Fresko-Rolfo, chair of the Committee on Equality and Non-Discrimination, Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe; and Graeme Reid, United Nations independent expert on Protection against violence and discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity (remotely); linked to the adoption of opinions SOC/854 on the Ban on conversion practices in the EU and SOC/849 on the Union of Equality: LGBTIQ+ Equality Strategy 2026-2030

A summary of the debate is set out in Appendix III – EESC-2026-00936-03-00-PV-TRA.

OPINIONS LINKED TO THE DEBATE

9) SOC/854
Ban on conversion practices in the European Union
(own-initiative opinion)
EESC-2025-04295-00-00-AC-TRA
Rapporteur: Pascal DEBAY (FR-II)
Co-rapporteur: Ionuţ SIBIAN (RO-III)

The president asked the rapporteur, Pascal Debay, and the co-rapporteur, Ionuţ Sibian, to present the opinion.

Their statements and a record of the Committee’s proceedings on this matter are set out in EESC-2025-04295-00-00-CR-REF.

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	169
	3
	9



10) SOC/849
Union of Equality: LGBTIQ+ equality strategy 2026-2030
Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, the Council, the European Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions Union of Equality: LGBTIQ+ Equality Strategy 2026-2030
COM(2025) 725 final
EESC-2025-03887-00-00-AC-TRA
Rapporteur: Juliane Marie NEIIENDAM (DK-III)

The president asked the rapporteur, Juliane Marie Neiiendam, to present the opinion.

Her statement and a record of the Committee’s proceedings on this matter are set out in EESC-2025-03887-00-00-CR-REF.

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	166
	4
	14




OPINIONS WITH DEBATE

11) NAT/970
A comprehensive strategy for nature-based biodegradable materials to foster circularity and resource efficiency, strengthen the agri-food sector and scale up the EU bioeconomy
(own-initiative opinion)
EESC-2025-04330-00-00-AC-TRA
Rapporteur: Stoyan TCHOUKANOV (BG-III)

The president asked the rapporteur, Stoyan Tchoukanov, to present the opinion.

His statement and a record of the Committee’s proceedings on this matter are set out in EESC-2025-04331-00-00-CR-REF.

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	211
	0
	3



12) NAT/974
EU bioeconomy strategy – Towards a circular, regenerative and competitive bioeconomy
Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, the Council, the European Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions A Strategic Framework for a Competitive and Sustainable EU Bioeconomy
COM(2025) 960 final
EESC-2025-03968-00-00-AC-TRA
Rapporteur: Arnaud SCHWARTZ (FR-III)

The president asked the rapporteur, Arnaud Schwartz, to present the opinion.

His statement and a record of the Committee’s proceedings on this matter are set out in EESC-2025-03968-00-00-CR-REF.

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	214
	0
	6



13) INT/1113
Over-tourism, short-term rentals and the crowding out of local populations
(exploratory opinion requested by the Cyprus Presidency of the Council of the EU)
EESC-2025-03939-00-00-AC-TRA
Rapporteur: Marinel Dănuț MURESAN (RO-I)

The president asked the rapporteur, Marinel Dănuț Muresan, to present the opinion.

His statement and a record of the Committee’s proceedings on this matter are set out in EESC-2025-03939-00-00-CR-REF.

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	224
	0
	0



14) ECO/696
EU policy agenda for liveable cities
Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, the Council, the European Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions An EU Agenda for Cities: Driving Growth and Prosperity
COM(2025) 739 final
EESC-2025-04288-00-00-AC-TRA
Rapporteur: Florian MARIN (RO-II)
Co-rapporteur: Roman HAKEN (CZ-III)

The president asked the rapporteur, Florian Marin, and the co-rapporteur, Roman Haken, to present the opinion.

Their statements and a record of the Committee’s proceedings on this matter are set out in EESC-2025-04288-00-00-CR-REF.

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	224
	0
	2



15) REX/612
Civil Society’s role in supporting reform under the growth plans for the Western Balkans and Moldova, as well as in Ukraine’s reform path
(exploratory opinion requested by the Cyprus Presidency of the Council of the EU)
EESC-2026-00143-00-00-AC-TRA
Rapporteur: Oleg ROIBU (RO-I)
Co-rapporteur: Andrej ZORKO (SI-II)

The president asked the rapporteur, Oleg Roibu, and the co-rapporteur, Andrej Zorko, to present the opinion.

Their statements and a record of the Committee’s proceedings on this matter are set out in EESC-2026-00143-00-00-CR-REF.

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	193
	1
	4



16) REX/613
The role of the private sector and civil society in strengthening economic cooperation within the Pact for the Mediterranean
(exploratory opinion requested by the Cyprus Presidency of the Council of the EU)
EESC-2025-04127-00-00-AS-TRA
Rapporteur: Thomas Josef Burkhard WAGNSONNER (AT-II)
Co-rapporteur: Lidija PAVIĆ-ROGOŠIĆ (HR-III)

The president asked the rapporteur, Thomas Josef Burkhard Wagnsonner, and the co-rapporteur, Lidija Pavić-Rogošić, to present the opinion.

Their statements and a record of the Committee’s proceedings on this matter are set out in EESC-2025-04127-00-00-CR-REF.

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	177
	1
	6



17) NAT/971
Food and feed simplification omnibus
Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Council Directive 98/58/EC and Directive 2009/128/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council as regards the simplification and strengthening of food and feed safety requirements, and repealing Council Directives 82/711/EEC and 85/572/EEC
COM(2025) 1021 final – 2025/0409 COD
Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Regulations (EC) No 999/2001, (EC) No 1829/2003, (EC) No 1831/2003, (EC) No 852/2004, (EC) No 853/2004, (EC) No 396/2005, (EC) No 1099/2009, (EC) No 1107/2009, (EU) No 528/2012, (EU) 2017/625 as regards the simplification and strengthening of food and feed safety requirements
COM(2025) 1030 final – 2025/0410 COD
EESC-2025-04381-00-00-AC-TRA
Rapporteur: Felipe MEDINA MARTIN (ES-I)
Co-rapporteur: John COMER (IE-III)

The president asked the rapporteur, Felipe Medina Martin, and the co-rapporteur, John Comer, to present the opinion.

Their statements and a record of the Committee’s proceedings on this matter are set out in EESC-2025-04381-00-00-CR-REF.

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	171
	2
	1



18) INT/1115
Revision of the CO2 standards for cars and vans
Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Regulation (EU) 2019/631 as regards CO2 emission performance standards for new light duty vehicles and vehicle labelling and repealing Directive 1999/94/EC
COM(2025) 995 final – 2025/0420 COD
EESC-2025-04308-00-00-AC-TRA
Rapporteur: Matteo Carlo BORSANI (IT-I)

The president asked the rapporteur, Matteo Carlo Borsani, to present the opinion.

His statement and a record of the Committee’s proceedings on this matter are set out in EESC-2025-04308-00-00-CR-REF.

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	171
	3
	8



19) SOC/852
EU competitiveness and youth entrepreneurship
(exploratory opinion requested by the Cyprus Presidency of the Council of the EU)
EESC-2025-04305-00-00-AC-TRA
Rapporteur: Giuseppe GUERINI (IT-III)

The president asked María Lourdes Márquez de la Calleja, replacing the rapporteur, to present the opinion.

Her statement and a record of the Committee’s proceedings on this matter are set out in EESC-2025-04305-00-00-CR-REF.

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	190
	0
	0



20) INT/1107
2030 Consumer Agenda
Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, the Council, the European Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions 2030 Consumer Agenda and action plan for consumers in the single market ‘A new impulse for consumer protection, competitiveness and sustainable growth’
COM(2025) 848 final
EESC-2025-03969-00-00-AC-TRA
Rapporteur: Thierry LIBAERT (FR-III)

The president asked the rapporteur, Thierry Libaert, to present the opinion.

His statement and a record of the Committee’s proceedings on this matter are set out in EESC-2025-03969-00-00-CR-REF.

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	191
	1
	1




21) CATEGORY C OPINIONS

In accordance with Rule 47(3), Mr Boland asked the assembly to vote on the category C opinions on the agenda.

NAT/992
Equivalence of field inspections carried out in third countries on seed-producing crops and on the equivalence of seed produced in third countries
(category C opinion)
Amended proposal for a Decision of the European Parliament and of the Council on the equivalence of field inspections carried out in third countries on seed-producing crops and on the equivalence of seed produced in third countries (codification)
COM(2026) 128 final – 2024/0030 COD
EESC-2026-01152-00-00-AC-TRA

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	184
	0
	5



NAT/994
Invalidation of allowances in the market stability reserve
(category C opinion)
Proposal for a Decision of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Decision (EU) 2015/1814 as regards ceasing the invalidation of allowances in the market stability reserve
COM(2026) 153 final – 2026-85-COD
EESC-2026-01164-00-00-AC-TRA

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	190
	0
	7




22) COMMITTEE OPINIONS WITHOUT DEBATE

In accordance with Rule 67 of the Rules of Procedure, the president asked the assembly to vote on one evaluation report and seven opinions which were put straight to the vote without a debate, and subsequently adopted.

INT/1106
Evaluation of Regulation (EU) 2019/1020 on market surveillance and compliance of products
(evaluation report)
EESC-2025-03345-00-00-RE-TRA
Rapporteur: Antje Sabine GERSTEIN (DE-I)
Co-rapporteur: Anastasis YIAPANIS (CY-III)

	Report adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	180
	2
	3



	Transmission approved

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	184
	1
	4



INT/1109
Cybersecurity Act
Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on the European Union Agency for Cybersecurity (ENISA), the European cybersecurity certification framework, and ICT supply chain security and repealing Regulation (EU) 2019/881 (The Cybersecurity Act 2)
COM(2026) 11 final – 2026/0011 COD
Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Directive (EU) 2022/2555 as regards simplification measures and alignment with the [Proposal for the Cybersecurity Act 2]
COM(2026) 13 final – 2026/0012 COD
EESC-2026-00075-00-00-AC-TRA
Rapporteur: Miroslav HAJNOŠ (SK-II)

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	193
	0
	0



INT/1111
Developing a European centre of clinical excellence for pharmaceuticals
(exploratory opinion requested by the Cyprus Presidency of the Council of the EU)
EESC-2025-03937-00-00-AC-TRA
Rapporteur: Veselin MITOV (BG-II)

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	190
	0
	3



INT/1114
New rules on drug precursors
Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on monitoring and controlling drug precursors and repealing Regulations (EC) No 273/2004 and (EC) No 111/2005
COM(2025) 747 final – 2025/0384 COD
EESC-2025-04277-00-00-AC-TRA
Rapporteur: Diego DUTTO (IT-III)

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	195
	0
	1



INT/1116
Proposal for a Regulation – Targeted revision of the EU rules for medical devices and in vitro diagnostics
Proposal for a regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Regulations (EU) 2017/745 and (EU) 2017/746 as regards simplifying and reducing the burden of the rules on medical devices and in vitro diagnostic medical devices, and amending Regulation (EU) 2022/123 as regards the support of the European Medicines Agency for the expert panels on medical devices and Regulation (EU) 2024/1689 as regards the list of Union harmonisation legislation referred to in its Annex I
COM(2025) 1023 final – 2025/0404 COD
EESC-2025-04298-00-00-AC-TRA
Rapporteur: Danko RELIĆ (HR-III)

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	191
	0
	4



INT/1120
A strategic standardisation for a stronger single market
(own-initiative opinion)
EESC-2026-00549-00-00-AC-TRA
Rapporteur: Angelo PAGLIARA (IT-II)

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	184
	0
	7



INT/1124
Single market – tackling unjustified territorial supply constraints
(exploratory opinion requested by the Cyprus Presidency of the Council of the EU)
EESC-2026-00673-00-00-AC-TRA
Rapporteur: Antje Sabine GERSTEIN (DE-I)

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	184
	2
	4



SOC/857
EU drugs strategy
Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament and the Council on the EU Drugs Strategy
COM(2025) 743 final
Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament and the Council on the EU Action Plan against drug trafficking
COM(2025) 744 final
EESC-2026-00238-00-00-AC-TRA
Rapporteur: Diego DUTTO (IT-III)

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	193
	0
	1



Adjournment

Thursday 30 April 2026

Resumption

DEBATE

23) Supplementary pensions for a Savings and Investment Union, with Maria Luís Albuquerque, European Commissioner for Financial Services and the Savings and Investments Union; Elma Saiz Delgado, Minister for Inclusion, Social Security and Migration of Spain; and Damian Boeselager, Member of the European Parliament (remotely); linked to the adoption of opinion ECO/695 on the Supplementary pensions package

A summary of the debate is set out in Appendix IV – EESC-2026-00247-04-00-PV-TRA.

OPINION LINKED TO THE DEBATE

24) ECO/695
Supplementary pensions package: PEPP and IORP
Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, the European council, the Council, the European Central Bank, the European Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions Enhancing the capacity of the EU supplementary pension sector to improve retirement income and supply long-term capital to the EU economy
COM(2025) 839 final
Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Regulation (EU) 2019/1238 on a pan-European Personal Pension Product (PEPP)
COM(2025) 840 final – 2025/0363 COD
Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Directives (EU) 2016/2341 and 2016/97 as regards the strengthening of the framework for occupational retirement provision
COM(2025) 842 final – 2025/0362 COD
EESC-2025-04204-00-00-AC-TRA
Rapporteur: Maria del Carmen BARRERA CHAMORRO (ES-II)

The president asked the rapporteur, Maria del Carmen Barrera Chamorro, to present the opinion.

Her statement and a record of the Committee’s proceedings on this matter are set out in EESC-2025-04204-00-00-CR-REF.

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	211
	2
	5





DEBATE

25) How to improve the ‘innovation to market’ journey and address barriers for startups in the European Union, with Andreea Ticheru, policy officer in the Taskforce on Startups and Scaleups, European Commission, Directorate-General for Research and Innovation (DG RTD); Stefan Dobrev, chair of the Governing Board & Executive Committee of the European Institute of Innovation and Technology (EIT); Reinhilde Veugelers, senior fellow at Bruegel (co-author of the report Regime 0: Europe-wide incorporation for startups to kickstart innovative growth); Agnès Mathis, director of Cooperatives Europe; and Mohammad Iranmanesh, managing director of constellr Belgium; linked to the adoption of opinion INT/1112 on the EU startups and scale up strategy – with a focus on European Innovation Act

A summary of the debate is set out in Appendix V – EESC-2026-00247-05-00-PV-TRA.

OPINION LINKED TO THE DEBATE

26) INT/1112
EU startups and scale up strategy – with a focus on European Innovation Act
(exploratory opinion requested by the Cyprus Presidency of the Council of the EU)
EESC-2025-04126-00-00-AC-TRA
Rapporteur: Paul RÜBIG (AT-I)

The president asked the rapporteur, Paul Rübig, to present the opinion.

His statement and a record of the Committee’s proceedings on this matter are set out in EESC-2025-04126-00-00-CR-REF.

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	209
	1
	4



DEBATE

27) Europe for Culture – Culture for Europe, with Glenn Micallef, European Commissioner for Intergenerational Fairness, Youth, Culture and Sport; Nela Riehl, Member of the European Parliament and chair of the Committee on Culture and Education (CULT) (remotely); Tanja Hristova, member of the Committee of the Regions, vice-chair of the Commission for Social Policy, Education, Employment, Research and Culture (SEDEC) and rapporteur of the opinion on A Culture Compass for Europe; and Lars Ebert, secretary-general of Culture Action Europe; linked to the adoption of opinion SOC/853 on A culture compass for Europe

A summary of the debate is set out in Appendix VI – EESC-2026-00247-06-00-PV-TRA.

OPINION LINKED TO THE DEBATE

28) SOC/853
A culture compass for Europe
Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, the Council, the European Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions A Culture Compass for Europe
COM(2025) 785 final
Draft Joint Declaration “Europe for Culture – Culture for Europe”
COM(2025) 786 final
EESC-2025-04241-00-00-AC-TRA
Rapporteur: Luca JAHIER (IT-III)

The president asked the rapporteur, Luca Jahier, to present the opinion.

His statement and a record of the Committee’s proceedings on this matter are set out in EESC-2025-04241-00-00-CR-REF.

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	163
	0
	1





29) DECISIONS TAKEN BY THE ASSEMBLY

I. [bookmark: _Hlk214557119]Change in section membership (Rule 23 of Rules of Procedure)

The assembly approved the following change in section membership.

	MEMBER
	GROUP/ NATIONALITY
	WISHED TO LEAVE SECTION
	WISHED TO JOIN SECTION

	Dovilė JUODKAITĖ
	LT–III
	NAT
	INT




II. Own-initiative opinions (Rule 52 (2) of the Rules of Procedure)

The assembly approved the following requests to prepare own-initiative opinions.

	Gr. I
	

	1. 
	Harnessing the full potential of EU free trade agreements for economic security
(A-6) (REX) (December)



	REX
	

	2. 
	Strengthening structured participation of European and local organised civil society in the Global Gateway strategy through effective social and competitive impact of the projects
(A-6) (October)

	3. 
	Avenues for boosting the internationalisation of European SMEs and social economy Enterprises for a better quality of life
(A-6) (December)




30) ANY OTHER BUSINESS

None.

31) DATE OF THE NEXT PLENARY SESSION

The next plenary session would be held on 17 and 18 June 2026 in the Alcide De Gasperi meeting room in the European Commission’s Charlemagne building in Brussels. The first part of the session would begin at 14:30 on Wednesday 17 June. Proceedings would resume at 09:00 on Thursday 18 June. Exact timings were to be confirmed.

The assembly approved these dates.

	
	Isabelle Le Galo Flores

	
	Secretary-general


_____________
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