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	European Commission position on points 
of the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) opinion considered as essential

	The Commission welcomes the Committee’s opinion on the Proposal for a Regulation on the establishment of European Business Wallets adopted on 19 November 2025[footnoteRef:1]. The Proposal is designed to reduce administrative burden, enable secure cross-border digital interactions and provide a harmonised framework for the identity of economic operators across the EU.  [1:  	COM(2025)838 final (EUR-Lex - 52025PC0838 - EN - EUR-Lex).] 

The Commission shares the Committee’s view that the lack of a harmonised approach on digital identification of economic operators in the EU has limited the Digital Single Market’s effectiveness. The Commission welcomes the Committee’s support over the potential of the initiative and shares its view on the need for effective implementation and delivery. 
The Commission underlines that the Proposal is anchored in the ‘once-only’ principle and aims to minimise administrative burden by enabling the reuse of verifiable credentials across borders and procedures. To that effect, the Commission considers that the Proposal already ensures a business-centric approach without introducing additional obligations beyond the digitalisation of existing requirements. The European Business Wallets will further empower small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) by providing a cost-effective, one-stop digital solution for all administrative procedures significantly reducing their compliance burden and enabling them to focus resources on growth and innovation.
The Commission welcomes the Committee’s support for the initiative and its connection to the EU Digital Identity Wallet and agrees that legal and functional clarity between the two frameworks is essential. The Proposal already provides for a distinction between the EU Digital Identity Wallet for citizens and the European Business Wallets, as both forms together a core component of Europe’s Digital Public Infrastructure, enabling seamless and resilient digital interactions across the Union. 
The Commission agrees that reliable cross-border identity matching and the recognition of representation powers constitute essential preconditions for the effective functioning of the European Business Wallets. To tackle such issues, the Proposal establishes a framework based on trusted sources and verifiable credentials, expanding and relying on the trusted ecosystem set out in the Regulation on electronic identification and trust services for electronic transactions in the internal market[footnoteRef:2], and provides for the use of harmonised standards. Such framework will provide a secure and trusted means for identification, authentication and verification of workers’ and companies’ identities and enable users to store and share digital documents and information within their wallets. At the same time, the Commission considers that full harmonisation of underlying legal concepts would not be appropriate at Union level given that such competences rest with Member States and that, to the extent possible, further specifications should be ensured through implementing acts and technical specifications.  [2:  	Regulation (EU) No 910/2014 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 July 2014 on electronic identification and trust services for electronic transactions in the internal market and repealing Directive 1999/93/EC (http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2014/910/oj).] 

The Commission agrees that global interoperability is vital for EU competitiveness, in particular in the context of cross-border trade and digital service provision. In this regard, the Commission underlines that the Proposal is designed in a manner that is forward-looking and standards-based, thereby facilitating interoperability. More specifically, the Proposal promotes interoperability using open, transparent and widely recognised technical standards, which will be adopted and set out in implementing acts, as well as through the development of harmonised specifications capable of supporting future international alignment. This approach is intended to avoid technological lock-in and to ensure that Union solutions remain compatible with evolving global digital ecosystems.
At the same time, the Commission emphasises that the primary and immediate objective of the Proposal is to ensure the effective functioning of the European Business Wallets framework within the Single Market. Achieving a high level of interoperability, legal certainty and trust among Member States constitutes a necessary precondition. In this context, the Commission considers that any recognition of, or interoperability with, third-country systems should be pursued in a gradual, controlled and case-by-case analysis approach - subject to a thorough assessment of equivalence, but also taking into account the Union’s strategic interest (e.g. in terms of economic security). Furthermore, the Commission underlines that external interoperability should enhance not lower Union standards nor create legal uncertainty for economic operators within the internal market. 
The Commission emphasises that the Proposal already establishes a robust framework based on the systematic reliance on authentic and authoritative sources at national level, such as national business registers and other legally recognised repositories that would act as the authentic source of required data. This approach ensures that the information made available through European Business Wallets reflects legally valid and up-to-date data, thereby preserving its evidentiary value across jurisdictions.



