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	European Commission position on points of the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) opinion considered as essential

	The Commission welcomes the Committee’s support for the general objectives of the Heavy-Duty Vehicle CO2 emission standards Regulation[footnoteRef:1] and takes note of the industry’s concerns as recognised by the EESC regarding enabling conditions for the transition to zero-emission heavy-duty vehicle mobility. The Commission notes that, in this context, the proposed amendment[footnoteRef:2] aims to facilitate compliance with the targets applicable as of 2030, in consideration of the delay in the deployment of the public charging infrastructure along motorways for heavy-duty vehicles, by changing the emission credits calculation for the reporting periods of the years 2025 to 2029.  [1:  	Regulation (EU) 2019/1242 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 20 June 2019 setting CO2 emission performance standards for new heavy-duty vehicles and amending Regulations (EC) No 595/2009 and (EU) 2018/956 of the European Parliament and of the Council and Council Directive 96/53/EC  (http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2019/1242/oj).]  [2:  	COM(2025)784 final (EUR-Lex - 52025PC0784 - EN - EUR-Lex).] 

The Commission would like to respond in more depth to the following points of the Committee’s opinion. 

	Recommendations 1.1 and 1.2
The Commission is committed to strengthening the European industry competitiveness, as reflected in the Clean Industrial Deal[footnoteRef:3] and the Industrial Action Plan for the European automotive sector[footnoteRef:4], and to staying the course in the transition towards climate neutrality and the objectives set in the EU Climate Law[footnoteRef:5]. This calls for a balanced and pragmatic approach, to ensure 2050 climate neutrality and strategic independence while providing more flexibility to manufacturers. This approach underpinned the Automotive Package presented by the Commission on 16 December 2025[footnoteRef:6], which included the targeted amendment to the CO2 emission standards for heavy-duty vehicles. [3:  	COM(2025)85 final (EUR-Lex - 52025DC0085 - EN - EUR-Lex).]  [4:  	COM(2025)95 final (EUR-Lex - 52025DC0095 - EN - EUR-Lex).]  [5:  	Regulation (EU) 2021/1119 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 30 June 2021 establishing the framework for achieving climate neutrality and amending Regulations (EC) No 401/2009 and (EU) 2018/1999 (‘European Climate Law’) (http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2021/1119/oj).]  [6:  	Automotive package - Mobility and Transport - European Commission.] 


	Recommendation 1.3
The EESC recommends limiting the change of the emission credits calculation to the reporting periods of the years 2025 and 2026 and evaluating in the 2027 review of the Regulation the continuation of the emission credits calculation in subsequent reporting periods. This may reduce both the level of the flexibility provided by the targeted amendment and the regulatory certainty and predictability for heavy-duty vehicle manufacturers on the 2030 target.
The Commission points out that the stepwise CO2 emissions reduction targets established under the Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council of 20 June 2019 setting CO2 emission performance standards for new heavy-duty vehicles remain unchanged.

	Recommendation 1.4
The Commission acknowledges the need for enabling conditions to be in place to support the transition to zero-emission vehicles. As noted by the EESC opinion, this includes not only the deployment of the needed recharging and refuelling infrastructure, but also the full implementation of policies and measures to improve the total cost of ownership of zero-emission powertrain to support demand for such technologies, such as the Eurovignette Directive[footnoteRef:7].  [7:  	Directive (EU) 2022/362 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 24 February 2022 amending Directives 1999/62/EC, 1999/37/EC and (EU) 2019/520, as regards the charging of vehicles for the use of certain infrastructures ( http://data.europa.eu/eli/dir/2022/362/oj).] 

Recently the Commission has taken action, including via the European Grids Package to speed up permitting for recharging stations projects and the amendment to the Eurovignette Directive to extend the exemption of road charges for zero-emission heavy-duty vehicles.  

	Recommendation 1.5
The Commission notes the recommendation and points out that the effectiveness and impact of the Heavy-Duty Vehicle CO2 emission standards Regulation are to be reviewed by 2027 as per Article 15 of the Regulation.



