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	European Commission position on points
of the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) opinion considered as essential

	The Commission welcomes the Committee’s supportive stance and positive opinion on the proposal amending the organic basic act (Regulation on organic production and labelling of organic products [footnoteRef:1]). [1:  	Consolidated text: Regulation (EU) 2018/848 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 30 May 2018 on organic production and labelling of organic products and repealing Council Regulation (EC) No 834/2007 (EUR-Lex - 02018R0848-20250325 - EN - EUR-Lex).] 

Organic farming in the EU plays a key role in the framework of the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP), delivering on the EU’s strategic objectives across economic, environmental and social dimensions. It sets the highest agri-environmental standards, thereby protecting soil, water and biodiversity. Beyond environmental benefits, organic farming not only delivers economic advantages to farmers by increasing value of their production but also contributes to social cohesion by fostering rural communities and encouraging the engagement of younger generations in the agricultural and aquaculture sectors. 
Despite its successes, the organic sector has faced challenges in recent years. For instance, inflation affected demand growth. Furthermore, as in conventional farming, certain bottlenecks linked to implementation of legislation continue to impede business development. Moreover, the ruling of the Court of Justice of the European Union (CJEU) in the Herbaria II[footnoteRef:2] case necessitates clarification to provide legal certainty to organic operators. [2:  	EUR-Lex - 62023CJ0240 - EN - EUR-Lex.] 

Drawing on lessons from the Regulation’s implementation as well as feedback from Member States and stakeholders, the Commission proposed a targeted revision designed to unlock the sector’s full potential. The amendments will preserve the integrity of the high standards underpinning organic production in the EU while establishing a framework fit for the future for farmers and operators alike, enhancing competitiveness, stimulating investment and innovation and reinforcing the sector’s contribution to the EU’s economic resilience. 
The proposal addresses three key objectives, ensuring legal certainty, maintaining trade stability and promoting simplification. 
First, in response to the CJEU’s Herbaria II ruling, the proposal provides clarity for operators and reassurance for consumers by strengthening the conditions under which products imported from third countries under equivalence arrangements may bear the EU organic logo. While products must continue to comply with the equivalent rules in the respective country, the proposal introduces additional requirements in critical areas of concern to EU consumers and operators. This approach aims to ensure fair competition within the internal market, meet consumer expectations and minimise the risk of any potential retaliatory measures on EU exports. 
Second, to prevent any disruptions in international trade – the latter from which the EU organic sector greatly benefits – the proposal postpones the expiry of the equivalence recognitions with 11 third countries until 31 December 2036. The Commission has proposed a 10-year extension of equivalence recognitions to ensure continuity and stability for operators, while providing the necessary time to successfully conclude negotiations with respective third countries on a new trade agreement. This extension does not preclude the EU and its counterparts from reaching an agreement before 2036. The Commission is already engaged in technical exchanges with the third countries concerned to conclude agreements on trade in organic products, and remains firmly committed to maintaining momentum in the negotiations. The co-legislators and the EESC will be kept informed about the progress of these negotiations.
Third, the proposal aims to reduce complexity of provisions in the legislative framework for, and enhance the competitiveness of, organic production, all while fully preserving the EU’s high organic standards. The package of targeted amendments, which is deliberately focused in scope to ensure stability for the sector, includes: removing the requirement to list products and substances used for cleaning and disinfecting processing and storage facilities, adjusting eligibility criteria for smaller retailers in the EU as well as for groups of operators in the EU and third countries, and updating certain livestock production rules, especially for poultry. 
The Commission remains committed to working constructively and in close collaboration with co-legislators to ensure the swift and timely adoption of amendments by the end of 2026.
The Commission agrees that efforts to reduce burdens should go beyond the legislative proposal. As part of its broader approach, the Commission has launched work on a roadmap[footnoteRef:3] to review the organic legal framework – especially secondary legislation – with a focus on addressing specific burdens for farmers and operators. The review will deliver practical and pragmatic solutions while upholding the high standards and enhancing the clarity of the organic regulatory framework. A progress assessment is planned to be delivered by mid-2027, taking stock of the actions undertaken and results achieved.  [3:  	Roadmap to reduce the burden on organic operators and national administrations.] 

Moreover, the current EU action plan for the development of organic production continues to support the organic sector. The Commission continues to engage with Member States and stakeholders to maintain an action plan that has relevance for the sector, also in an evolving context, thereby aiming to sustain the sector’s growth and competitiveness by strengthening demand as well as supply.
Finally, the Commission expresses again its appreciation to the EESC for its opinion related to the future development of organic production. The Commission remains committed to continuing constructive exchange in this area. 



