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	European Commission position on points 
of the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) opinion considered as essential

	· The proposals on Union Support for asylum, migration and integration (AMI), for the Schengen area, European integrated border management and the common policy on visas (BMV) and for internal security (IS) complement the proposal for a Regulation establishing the European Fund for economic, social and territorial cohesion, agriculture and rural, fisheries and maritime, prosperity and security[footnoteRef:1] (the so-called NRP Regulation). The latter Regulation sets out horizontal rules, including financial rules, for Union support to be implemented mainly by means of the National and Regional Partnership (NRP) Plans. Some of the concerns raised by the Committee are in fact addressed in the NRP Regulation. [1:  	ST 6261 2026 INIT (EUR-Lex - ST_6261_2026_INIT - EN - EUR-Lex).] 

· Article 7 of the NRP Regulation requires that Member States design the measures in their NRP Plan in a way that ensures respect of the principles of the rule of law and the rights, freedoms and principles set out in the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union. Those rights, freedoms and principles must be respected throughout the preparation and implementation of Member States’ respective NRP Plans. Article 8 and Article 9 of the NRP Regulation provide that, when it is established that the Charter horizontal condition or the rule of law horizontal condition are not fulfilled, the Commission shall not make payments responding to the applications submitted by Member States until those horizontal conditions are fulfilled.
· As regards the partnership principle, Article 6 of the NRP Regulation sets out rules on partnership and multi-level governance. Pursuant to Article 6, Member States must include a balanced representation of “regional, local, urban, rural and other public authorities or associations representing such authorities” in the partnership that will be involved throughout the preparation, implementation and evaluation of their NRP Plan, including through participation in monitoring committees. If duly reasoned and substantiated by a Member State in its Plan, this requirement can be waived under BMV and IS. For AMI, the partnership must include regional, local, urban, rural and other public authorities or associations representing such authorities, civil society organisations, such as refugee organisations and migrant-led organisations, as well as national human rights institutions and equality bodies, and, where appropriate, international organisations and economic and social partners.
· As to the balanced distribution of budgetary allocations across different policy areas (AMI, BMV and IS) and the alleged lack of specific minimum support for certain specific measures within a given policy area (e.g. integration under AMI), the Commission underlines that, in line with the new proposed performance-based delivery system, no minimum allocations are assigned to  any of the objectives identified in Article 3 of the AMI, BMV and IS Regulations. However, the Commission proposals for AMI, BMV and IS require Member States to address all the objectives identified in the respective Regulation; moreover, the allocation of resources between objectives must be proportionate to the identified challenges and needs. The Commission observes also that Article 11(3) of the NRP Regulation allows the Member States to reallocate part of the indicative amounts set out in Article 4 (indicative financial envelopes) of the AMI, BMV, or IS Regulation to implement objectives set out in another of those Regulations. This approach, together with other provisions under the NRP Regulation, aims at ensuring the necessary financial flexibility to allocate the Union support under the three Home Affairs policy areas according to actual needs, in line with EU priorities and in a targeted manner. 



