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The president moved that the Committee turn to agenda item 18 - adoption of an opinion on the

Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Regulation (EU) 2019/631 as regards CO2 emission performance standards for new light duty vehicles and vehicle labelling and repealing Directive 1999/94/EC
COM(2025) 995 final - 2025/420 (COD).

The preliminary work had been carried out by the Section for the Single Market, Production and Production (president: Émilie PROUZET). The rapporteur was Matteo BORSANI.

The rapporteur presented the opinion. Mr Borsani explained that in the last few years the automotive sector lost 200 jobs per day and that it was therefore necessary to act decisively. He called for a balanced and coherent EU framework for the automotive transition, combining a strong push for zero- and low-emission mobility with technological neutrality, a reinforced value chain, and the protection of quality jobs, industrial capacity and innovation.

In the ensuing debate, Mr Bergrath, Ms Murafa Benga and Mr Tracevičius took the floor and raised the following issues:

· The role of EV in the future of automotive; 
· The need for social conditionalities to be included in new initiatives to support the sector; 
· China's manufacturing capacity and global leadership. 

· The Assembly then examined the opinion on the basis of the amendments tabled by Mr Bergrath Dirk, Ms Desiano Carole, Mr Hernandez Colomer José Angel, Mr Pagliara Angelo, Mr Von Brockdorff Philip, Ms Drobinski-Weiß Elvira, Ms Miltoviča Baiba, Mr Nikolov Bogomil, Ms Ristkok Kädi, Mr Tracevičius Domantas (EESC-2025-04308-01-02-AMP-TRA).

a)	Point 2.7 (Amendment 1)

Amend as follows

	Section opinion
	Compromise

	The EESC welcomes the need to maintain electrification as the principal path to achieve road transport decarbonisation. However, it acknowledges that, despite recent positive trends, the current uptake of battery-electric vehicles is still far from sufficient to meet existing emission reduction targets, revealing the persistence of a significant gap between current market performance and regulatory targets. Bridging this gap requires a balanced combination of regulatory flexibility, necessary to avoid sector-based deindustrialisation in Europe and potential employment disruptions, together with incentive mechanisms to promote investments in the electrification and digitalisation of vehicles.
	The EESC welcomes the need to maintain electrification as the principal path to achieve road transport decarbonisation. However, it acknowledges that, despite recent positive trends, the current uptake of battery-electric vehicles is still far from sufficient to meet existing emission reduction targets, revealing the persistence of a significant gap between current market performance and regulatory targets. Bridging this gap requires a balanced combination of regulatory flexibility, necessary to avoid sector-based deindustrialisation in Europe and potential employment disruptions, together with incentive mechanisms to promote investments in the electrification and digitalisation of vehicles. Appropriate ways should be found to take into account social, environmental and innovation objectives.



The compromise was accepted by the rapporteur and the Assembly.

b)	Point 2.12 (Amendment 2)

Amend as follows

	Section opinion
	Amendment

	In particular, the EESC welcomes the introduction of multi-year compliance for the 2030–2032 period for passenger cars and light commercial vehicles, which allows manufacturers to manage the emissions reduction pathway more efficiently and in a more predictable manner, taking into account market dynamics, demand trends and supply chain constraints. This approach does not weaken the overall level of climate ambition, as the target remains unchanged and can be met cumulatively over the compliance period. The EESC therefore recommends that the co-legislators preserve this provision during the negotiations, but insists that flexibility must come with conditionalities in the form of investment in European plants, job security agreements and affordability programmes directed at consumers.
	In particular, the EESC welcomes the introduction of multi-year compliance for the 2030–2032 period for passenger cars and light commercial vehicles, which allows manufacturers to manage the emissions reduction pathway more efficiently and in a more predictable manner, taking into account market dynamics, demand trends and supply chain constraints. This approach does not weaken the overall climate objectives, as the target remains unchanged and can be met cumulatively over the compliance period. The EESC therefore recommends that the co-legislators preserve this provision during the negotiations, but insists that flexibility must come with conditionalities in the form of investment in European plants, job security agreements and should be accompanied with affordability programmes directed at consumers.



The amendment was accepted by the rapporteur and the Assembly

c)	Point 2.17 (Amendment 3)

Amend as follows: 

	Section opinion
	Compromise

	In addition, with reference to the 2030 emissions reduction target for passenger cars, the experience with the 2025 reduction target of 15%, which has required the use of flexibility mechanisms, shows that more needs to be done to meet the current targets. Therefore, while the introduction of super credits and three-year flexibility for the 2030 target are welcome, these instruments alone are considered insufficient to address the sector’s structural challenges. The EESC therefore recommends that the 2030 emissions reduction target for passenger cars be revised, to ensure a more inclusive, realistic and socially sustainable transition for the European automotive ecosystem.
	In addition, with reference to the 2030 emissions reduction target for passenger cars, the EESC highlights the need to strengthen efforts to stay on track with climate objectives. In this regard, the introduction of super credits and three-year flexibility for the 2030 target are welcome, as they can serve as useful tools to support the industry in achieving a decarbonisation pathway that is both socially and economically sustainable, while remaining aligned with broader environmental objectives.



The compromise was accepted by the rapporteur and the Assembly

d)	Point 3 (Amendment 4) linked to Amendment 6 
Amendment 1 linked to recommendation 1.2

Amend as follows

	Text proposed by the European Commission

	10. The use of low-carbon steel credits and sustainable renewable fuel credits should be capped in order to preserve investments in the zero-emission value-chain. By allowing to compensate emissions up to 10% of the EU fleet-wide target of 2021 as from 2035, these credits, combined with the 90% emissions reduction target, support the overall climate neutrality objective.



	Section opinion
	Amendment

	10. The use of low-carbon steel credits and sustainable renewable fuel credits should be capped in order to preserve investments in the zero-emission value-chain. By allowing to compensate emissions up to 10% of the EU fleet-wide target of 2021 as from 2030, these credits, combined with the 90% emissions reduction target, support the overall climate neutrality objective.
	10. The use of low-carbon steel credits and sustainable ՙMade in the EU՚ renewable fuel credits should be capped in order to preserve investments in the zero-emission value-chain. By allowing to compensate emissions up to 10% of the EU fleet-wide target of 2021 as from 2030, these credits, combined with the 90% emissions reduction target, support the overall climate neutrality objective.



e)	Point 3 (Amendment 6) linked to Amendment 4
Amendment 1 linked to recommendation 1.2

Amend as follows

	Text proposed by the European Commission

	‘Article 5a Role of sustainable renewable fuels
1. Starting from 2035, the Commission shall calculate, for each manufacturer, fuel credits based on the greenhouse gas emission savings achieved by the use of the fuels referred to in paragraph 2, as determined in accordance with point 7 of Parts A and B of Annex I, to compensate emissions from new passenger cars and new light commercial vehicles registered in the calendar year. […]



	Section opinion
	Amendment

	“Article 5a Role of sustainable renewable fuels
1. Starting from 2030, The Commission shall calculate, for each manufacturer, fuel credits based on the greenhouse gas emission savings achieved by the use of the fuels referred to in paragraph 2, as determined in accordance with point 7 of Parts A and B of Annex I, to compensate emissions from new passenger cars and new light commercial vehicles registered in the calendar year. […]
	ՙArticle 5a Role of sustainable renewable fuels
1. Starting from 2030, The Commission shall calculate, for each manufacturer, fuel credits based on the greenhouse gas emission savings achieved by the use of the fuels referred to in paragraph 2, as determined in accordance with point 7 of Parts A and B of Annex I, to compensate emissions from new passenger cars and new light commercial vehicles registered in the calendar year. Additionally, those fuels should be ՙMade in the EU՚. […]



The two linked amendments were accepted by the rapporteur and the Assembly. 

f)	Point 3 (Amendment 5)
Amendment 2 linked to recommendation 1.2

Amend as follows

	Text proposed by the European Commission

	Article 1
Amendments to Regulation (EU) 2019/631
Regulation (EU) 2019/631 is amended as follows:
(4) Article 4 is amended as follows:
(a) in paragraph 1 point (c), the following text is added:
“In addition, starting from 2035, the manufacturer shall also ensure that its average specific emissions of CO2 do not exceed the sum of its fuel credits as referred to in Article 5a, and its low-carbon steel credits as referred to in with Article 5b.”



	Section opinion
	Amendment

	Article 1
Amendments to Regulation (EU) 2019/631
Regulation (EU) 2019/631 is amended as follows:
4) Article 4 is amended as follows:
(a) in paragraph 1 point (c), the following text is added:
“In addition, starting from 2030, the manufacturer shall also ensure that its average specific emissions of CO2 do not exceed the sum of its fuel credits as referred to in Article 5a, and its low-carbon steel credits as referred to in with Article 5b.”
	Article 1
Amendments to Regulation (EU) 2019/631
Regulation (EU) 2019/631 is amended as follows:
4) Article 4 is amended as follows:
(a) in paragraph 1 point (c), the following text is added:
“In addition, starting from 2035, the manufacturer shall also ensure that its average specific emissions of CO2 do not exceed the sum of its fuel credits as referred to in Article 5a, and its low-carbon steel credits as referred to in with Article 5b.”



The amendment was withdrawn. 


The opinion, as amended, was adopted by 171 votes to 3, with eight abstentions.

_____________
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