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_____________
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_____________

Meeting of 29 April
_____________

Agenda item 16
_____________


The president moved that the Committee turn to agenda item 16 - adoption of an exploratory opinion on
The Role of the Private Sector and Civil Society in Strengthening Economic Cooperation within the Pact for the Mediterranean

The preliminary work had been carried out by the Section for External Relations (president: Mr Stefano Palmieri). The rapporteur was Mr Thomas WAGNSONNER (AT, II) and the corapporteur Ms Lidija Pavić-Rogošić (HR, III).

The section adopted its opinion on 17 April 2026 with 50 votes in favour, 0 votes against and 2 abstentions, and no amendments had been tabled.

[bookmark: _Hlk209110737]The rapporteur and the corapporteur presented the opinion.

In the ensuing discussion, MM Silva, Murafa Benga, Wagnsonner and Pavić-Rogošić  took the floor and raised the following elements: the geopolitical situation in the Middle East, the renegotiation of free trade agreements with Southern Mediterranean countries to include sustainable development clauses, the recognition of nature-based solutions as key drivers of long-term growth, the participation of youth representatives from the Anna Youth Foundation in drafting REX/613, and the Euromed Summit of Economic and Social Councils and Similar Institutions supporting the implementation of the Pact for the Mediterranean.

There were 5 amendments submitted: three were accepted by the rapporteurs, one was withdrawn and a compromise was reached for another one.


	AMENDMENT 1
 
REX/613
The Role of the Private Sector and Civil Society in Strengthening Economic Cooperation within the Pact for the Mediterranean
 
Point 1.1
 
Insert a new point 
Position: After existing point – Lower level
	Tabled by:
PAVIĆ-ROGOŠIĆ Lidija
WAGNSONNER Thomas





ACCEPTED by the rapporteurs



 
	Section opinion
	Amendment

	
	1.1 The New Pact for the Mediterranean can achieve its economic, political, social and environmental objectives in the long term only if peace and stability are guaranteed throughout the region. The EESC therefore calls on all parties involved in military conflicts to immediately cease all hostilities and attacks and to fully respect human rights and international humanitarian law. In this context, the European Union has a particular responsibility, through its diplomatic, political and civilian instruments, to actively promote peace, dialogue and confidence-building measures in the region. Only under these conditions can all people in the region live in peace and have access to basic services, enabling them to live in dignity and enjoy an adequate standard of living.


 
	Reason

	The amendment is intended to follow on from the discussion on the situation in the Middle East at the last meeting of the REX section. 


 

 

	AMENDMENT 2
 
REX/613
The Role of the Private Sector and Civil Society in Strengthening Economic Cooperation within the Pact for the Mediterranean
 
Point 1.1
 
Insert a new point.
Position: After existing point – Lower level
	Tabled by:
DOZ ORRIT Javier






WITHDRAWN


 
	Section opinion
	Amendment

	
	1.1. The EESC is deeply concerned about the wars unfolding in Palestine, Iran, and Lebanon, as well as the extremely grave humanitarian situation and the violations of human rights and international humanitarian law being suffered by their populations. The negative economic and peace-related consequences are felt globally. It therefore considers that the EU’s priority in the Mediterranean region should be to use all political and diplomatic means at its disposal to achieve a just peace and full respect for human rights.


 
	Reason

	Those cited in support of the amendment to section 3.5, of which this conclusion is a summary. 



	AMENDMENT 3
 
REX/613
The Role of the Private Sector and Civil Society in Strengthening Economic Cooperation within the Pact for the Mediterranean
 
Point 3.1
 
Insert a new point.
Position: After existing point – Lower level
	Tabled by:
DOZ ORRIT Javier
PAVIĆ-ROGOŠIĆ Lidija
WAGNSONNER Thomas




COMPROMISE


 
	Section opinion
	Amendment

	
	The wars and military conflicts in Palestine, Iran, and Lebanon are causing tens of thousands of deaths and hundreds of thousands of injuries among the civilian population, as well as humanitarian emergencies. Together with the political instability in Syria and Libya, they are seriously damaging the economy, investment, and trade, and are obviously hindering the implementation of the Pact for the Mediterranean. The risks to peace and the economy are global. In these wars, human rights and international humanitarian law are being gravely violated. The EESC believes that, at this time, the absolute priority in the Mediterranean region is for the EU to engage, using all diplomatic means at its disposal, in bringing about a genuine cessation of hostilities, in seeking a just peace under the auspices of the United Nations, and in demanding respect for human rights and international humanitarian law from all states and political actors involved.


 
	Reason

	At this extraordinarily dangerous moment the world is facing – due to a conflict involving states and actors in the Mediterranean region and the Middle East – it is essential to draft a clearer and more precise text that does not overlook the humanitarian crisis, with tens of thousands of deaths, massive destruction of civilian infrastructure, and serious human rights violations suffered by the affected populations. We must also call on EU institutions to actively engage in the search for a just peace, using all means at their disposal – something they are not doing today. Without peace and without respect for the most basic human rights, starting with the right to life, there can be no Mediterranean Pact. Furthermore, the revised version of this text more accurately reflects the situation in the Middle East.  



	AMENDMENT 4
 
REX/613
The Role of the Private Sector and Civil Society in Strengthening Economic Cooperation within the Pact for the Mediterranean
 
Point 3.5
 
Delete point.
	Tabled by:
DOZ ORRIT Javier






ACCEPTED by the rapporteurs



 
	Section opinion
	Amendment

	3.5 Political instability (e.g. Syria, Libya) and conflicts (Palestinian territories, Lebanon, Iran) are harming the economy, investment and trade, and could hinder the Pact’s implementation.
	


 
	Reason

	To be replaced by new paragraph 3.1. 


 

	AMENDMENT 5
 
REX/613
The Role of the Private Sector and Civil Society in Strengthening Economic Cooperation within the Pact for the Mediterranean
 
ANNEX
 
Delete text.
	Tabled by:
DOZ ORRIT Javier






ACCEPTED by the rapporteurs



 
 
	Section opinion
	Amendment

	Palestine
Under conditions of occupation, the SSE functions as an economic backbone for many communities. Women’s cooperatives and youth social entrepreneurs are particularly active[13].
 
[13] Build Palestine Report (2024).
	


 
	Reason

	Given the humanitarian crisis facing the Palestinian population, particularly in Gaza, making only a brief positive reference to the functioning of cooperative – can anyone really claim that cooperatives are functioning under the dire circumstances the population is facing? – could be very misinterpreted by those reading the document. Since it is not possible to describe in a few lines what is really happening in Gaza and the West Bank, it is preferable to remove this brief reference.


 

The opinion was adopted by the Plenary with 177 votes in favour, 1 vote against and 6 abstentions.

_____________
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