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The president moved that the Committee turn to agenda item 26 - adoption of an opinion on the

EU Start-ups and scale up strategy – with a focus on European Innovation Act
Exploratory opinion.

The preliminary work had been carried out by the Section for the Single Market, Production and Production (president: Émilie PROUZET). The rapporteur was Paul RÜBIG.

The rapporteur presented the opinion. Mr Rübig explained that traditionally it is believed that only family, fools and friends support start-ups as they are ready to take risk, with other players being risk preventers. Startup world is the world of engineers versus lawyers. How do we lure these other players like banks to become the risk takers? How can we create incentives? Spin-offs will create jobs and pay taxes; there will be a return multiplied by six. In this respect, the infrastructure of EIT is important to help startups to scaleup. EIT is a real EU agency, with rare people who understand the financial regulation, which is why we could have sandboxes for 28th regime operating in EIT, with regional funding that could contribute. This would be the incentive for licensing for a global level.

The debate - linked to the opinion - on How to improve the ' innovation to market ' journey and address barriers for startups in the European Union with invited speakers took place just before the actual vote on the opinion (item 25).

The Assembly then examined the opinion on the basis of the amendments tabled by Mr Rübig (EESC-2025-04308-01-00-AMP-TRA)

Point 1.4 – (Amendment 1)

Amend as follows

	Section opinion
	Amendment

	The European Innovation Act (EIA) can offer relief for cross-border start-ups and scale-ups if it contains cross-cutting simplifications for start-ups and can be enforced as binding in all Member States, also taking into account workers’ rights and employee participation. The Committee stresses that the European Innovation Act should be aligned with the principles of a just transition, ensuring that innovation contributes to economic growth, competitiveness and job creation, while taking into account the need to accompany workers and regions affected by technological and industrial transformation.
	The European Innovation Act (EIA) can offer relief for cross-border start-ups, scale-ups and spin-offs if it contains cross-cutting simplifications for start-ups and can be enforced as binding in all Member States, also taking into account workers’ rights and employee participation. The Committee stresses that the European Innovation Act should be aligned with the principles of a just transition, ensuring that innovation contributes to economic growth, competitiveness and job creation, while taking into account the need to accompany workers and regions affected by technological and industrial transformation.



The amendment was accepted by the rapporteur and the Assembly.

Point 1.5 – (Amendment 2)

Amend as follows

	Section opinion
	Amendment

	A catalogue of criteria for evaluating innovation content and growth prospects would be more efficient and accurate than a binding definition of start-ups and scale-ups. A ranking of founder-friendly universities could also support the EIA. Furthermore, the EIA should strengthen the role of research and technology organisations and the European Institute of Innovation and Technology (EIT) particularly in deep-tech and capital-intensive sectors.
	A catalogue of criteria for evaluating innovation content and growth prospects would be more efficient and accurate than a binding definition of start-ups, scale-ups and spin-offs. A ranking of founder-friendly universities could also support the EIA. Furthermore, the EIA should strengthen the role of research and technology organisations and the European Institute of Innovation and Technology (EIT) particularly in deep-tech and capital-intensive sectors.



The amendment was accepted by the rapporteur and the Assembly.

Point 2.2 – (Amendment 3)

Amend as follows

	Section opinion
	Amendment

	European Innovation Act – important step for suitable start-ups and scale-ups
	European Innovation Act – important step for suitable start-ups, scale-ups and spin-offs



The amendment was accepted by the rapporteur and the Assembly.

Point 2.2.1.6 – (Amendment 4)

Amend as follows

	Section opinion
	Amendment

	The planned facilitations for ‘ready for growth’ companies must be specified in detail and legally secured. The companies must then receive professional and market-oriented guidance. Existing Europe-wide support infrastructure and funding (Research and funding programmes, Competitiveness Fund, EIB, risk-financing etc.) must be professionally prepared and made accessible to start-ups. Start-up and service centres supported by the European Commission, such as EIT Budapest, must perform this pilot function more professionally. Start-ups and scale-ups must be provided with (independent) equity and venture capital brokerage services, as well as access to EU AI factories and EU digital innovation centres. This market-oriented support approach should be expanded on a large scale, using holding structures.
	The planned facilitations for ‘ready for growth’ companies must be specified in detail and legally secured. The companies must then receive professional and market-oriented guidance. Existing Europe-wide support infrastructure and funding (Research and funding programmes, Competitiveness Fund, EIB, risk-financing etc.) must be professionally prepared and made accessible to start-ups. Start-up and service centres supported by the European Commission, such as EIT Budapest, must perform this pilot function more professionally. Start-ups, scale-ups and spin-offs must be provided with (independent) equity and venture capital brokerage services, as well as access to EU AI factories and EU digital innovation centres. This market-oriented support approach should be expanded on a large scale, using holding structures.



The amendment was accepted by the rapporteur and the Assembly.

Point 2.2.1.7 – (Amendment 5)

Amend as follows

	Section opinion
	Amendment

	The EU also needs these ‘ready for growth’ companies in order to boost its economic security and technological sovereignty, which should be a criterion included in the modular system (as a public-private partnership (PPP) model within the EIT). The EIA should enable massive approval facilitation and support for EU start-ups and scale-ups for critical infrastructure (network equipment, introduction of smart metering systems, technologies, raw material extraction, cyber security). The ECB and EIB should provide special support to these companies and enable a favourable (sustainable) credit rating in cases where they are also fulfilling existing sustainable standards. Innovative companies contributing to defence and environmental goals and ensuring good working conditions should have easier access to public funds facilitated by banks. Furthermore, a female founders initiative should be part of the EIA.
	The EU also needs these ‘ready for growth’ companies in order to boost its economic security and technological sovereignty, which should be a criterion included in the modular system (as a public-private partnership (PPP) model within the EIT). The EIA should enable massive approval facilitation and support for EU start-ups, scale-ups and spin-offs for critical infrastructure (network equipment, introduction of smart metering systems, technologies, raw material extraction, cyber security). The ECB and EIB should provide special support to these companies and enable a favourable (sustainable) credit rating in cases where they are also fulfilling existing sustainable standards. Innovative companies contributing to defence and environmental goals and ensuring good working conditions should have easier access to public funds facilitated by banks. Furthermore, a female founders initiative should be part of the EIA.



The amendment was accepted by the rapporteur and the Assembly.

The opinion was adopted by 209 votes to one, with four abstentions.
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