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The president moved that the Committee turn to agenda item 13 - adoption of an opinion on the

Over-tourism, short-term rentals and the crowding-out of local populations
Exploratory opinion.

The preliminary work had been carried out by the Section for the Single Market, Production and Production (president: Émilie PROUZET). The rapporteur was Marinel Dănuț MUREȘAN.

The rapporteur presented the opinion. Marinel Dănuț MUREȘAN explained that tourism was a strategic ecosystem for the EU—driving growth, jobs and social development—and called for a shift towards a more sustainable, balanced and competitive model that safeguards the quality of life of local communities.

In the ensuing debate, Mr Élő and Mr Mitov took the floor and raised the following issues:

· the growing pressures of over-tourism and short-term rentals in certain destinations and the need for coordinated EU action; 
· the need for EU-supported tools and strategies to better manage tourism flows. 

The Assembly then examined the opinion on the basis of the amendments tabled by Mr JUODKAITĖ, Ms LEITĀNE, Mr MCLOUGHLIN, Ms NICLOT (EESC-2025-03939-01-00-AMP-TRA)

Amendment 1 - Compromise

Point 1.2 

Amend as follows

	Section opinion
	Compromise

	The EESC stresses that any strategy to tackle over-tourism must also take into account the possible consequences on housing and work to ensure access to affordable housing, particularly for workers, young people and long-term residents, ensuring that tourism does not displace the local population. The EESC proposes that economic diversification in tourist areas should support local SMEs, cooperatives, the social economy, crafts, culture and traditional activities, through public support, training and accessible funding. Finally, the EESC recommends promoting models of off-season, cultural, rural and local tourism, which reduce pressure on urban centres and distribute the benefits more evenly.
	The EESC stresses that any strategy to tackle over-tourism must also take into account the possible consequences on housing and work to ensure access to affordable housing, particularly for workers, young people, including students, and long-term residents, ensuring that tourism does not displace the local population. The EESC proposes that economic diversification in tourist areas should support local SMEs, cooperatives, the social economy, crafts, culture and traditional activities, through public support, training and accessible funding. Finally, the EESC recommends promoting models of off-season, cultural, rural and local tourism, which reduce pressure on urban centres and distribute the benefits more evenly.



The compromise was accepted by the rapporteur and the Assembly.

Amendment 2

Point 1.4

Amend as follows

	Section opinion
	Amendment

	The EESC recommends that decisions on tourism regulation, housing and the use of urban space be taken through participatory processes, ensuring that the local population has a real say in the matter. It also recommends the establishment, with social partners, of public data observatories on tourist flows, house prices, rental availability and urban development pressure, covering the national, regional and local levels in order to identify all of the problems. It also recommends accurately identifying areas suffering from over-tourism (using standardised, European digital tools for monitoring, evaluation and support for social governance). This would ensure a consistent EU-wide approach and implement sustainable, long-term and regenerative tourism that harnesses the resources of each tourist area across the EU.
	The EESC recommends that decisions on tourism regulation, housing and the use of urban space be taken through participatory processes, ensuring that the local population has a real say in the matter. It also recommends the establishment, with social partners and civil society representatives, of public data observatories on tourist flows, house prices, rental availability and urban development pressure, covering the national, regional and local levels in order to identify all of the problems. It also recommends accurately identifying areas suffering from over-tourism (using standardised, European digital tools for monitoring, evaluation and support for social governance). This would ensure a consistent EU-wide approach and implement sustainable, long-term and regenerative tourism that harnesses the resources of each tourist area across the EU.



The amendment was accepted by the rapporteur and the Assembly.

Amendment 3

Point 1.14

Amend as follows

	Section opinion
	Amendment

	The EESC recommends directly involving local people, especially young people, in the development of local businesses and crafts, in the citadel economy and in the revival of local crafts and traditions. To this end, particular attention should be paid to education, training and skills development, so as to enable young people to acquire the skills necessary to access employment.
	The EESC recommends directly involving local people, especially young people, in the development of local businesses and crafts, in the citadel economy and in the revival of local crafts and traditions. To this end, particular attention should be paid to education, training and skills development, which should be inclusive and reach diverse groups of young people, including young people with disabilities, so as to enable them to acquire the skills necessary to access employment.



Amendment 4

Point 1.20

Amend as follows

	Section opinion
	Amendment

	In order to support sustainable tourism, the EESC recommends that local authorities work together with the business community directly concerned and engage in dialogue with the social partners and representatives of the local community for the purposes of supporting projects aimed at delivering affordable, mixed-use, decent housing. This housing would be managed by the DMO or a public-private partnership and would be made available to people working in tourism or workers from local businesses.
	In order to support sustainable tourism, the EESC recommends that local authorities work together with the business community directly concerned and engage in dialogue with the social partners and representatives of civil society, especially the local community for the purposes of supporting projects aimed at delivering affordable, mixed-use, decent and accessible housing. This housing would be managed by the DMO or a public-private partnership and would be made available to people working in tourism or workers from local businesses.



The amendment was accepted by the rapporteur and the Assembly.

Amendment 5 - Compromise

Point 2.3

Amend as follows

	Section opinion
	Compromise

	However, tourism also poses challenges for some local communities. It is therefore extremely important to find the right solutions for striking a good balance between economic and societal interests.

	However, tourism also poses challenges for some local communities, including students and young people in general. To ensure affected groups are not priced out of their communities, governments must prioritise housing as a place to live rather than a speculative asset, by regulating short-term tourist rentals when necessary and in accordance with the principles of subsidiarity and proportionality, as well as by increasing public investment in affordable housing dedicated to young people and students, while accelerating permitting to enable the development of housing projects[4]. It is therefore extremely important to find the right solutions for striking a good balance between economic and societal interests.

[4] Position Paper ‘More Than a Roof’ of the European Youth Forum. https://www.youthforum.org/files/250414-PP-Housing-A5.pdf



The compromise was accepted by the rapporteur and the Assembly.

Amendment 6 - Compromise

Point 3.14

Amend as follows

	Section opinion
	Compromise

	Another important aspect is bolstering the social dimension of the sector, in particular by stepping up social dialogue, in order to ensure that the measures are rolled out effectively and to improve the quality of the employment. Boosting local businesses contributes not only to economic growth but also to social cohesion, creating opportunities for the community and facilitating the integration of young people through vocational training in revitalised traditional professions. Involving all segments of society improves communication, shared accountability and worker motivation, while helping to address the challenges related to the seasonal nature of the sector and improving worker retention. This kind of integrated approach would support the development of sustainable and innovative tourism models, generating long-term value for communities and future generations.
	Another important aspect is bolstering the social dimension of the sector, in particular by stepping up social dialogue and, where appropriate, civil dialogue, in respect of the role and autonomy of social partners, in order to ensure that the measures are rolled out effectively and to improve the quality of the employment. Boosting local businesses contributes not only to economic growth but also to social cohesion, creating opportunities for the community and facilitating the integration of young people through vocational training in revitalised traditional professions. Involving all segments of society improves communication, shared accountability and worker motivation, while helping to address the challenges related to the seasonal nature of the sector and improving worker retention. This kind of integrated approach would support the development of sustainable and innovative tourism models, generating long-term value for communities and future generations.



The compromise was accepted by the rapporteur and the Assembly.

The opinion was adopted by 224 votes in favour.

_____________
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